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To the Reader

Please read the Scripture passage carefully and prayerfully and then the notes. Take time to look up the Scripture references given in the notes. They are an integral part of the meditation and the extra time spent will be abundantly recompensed.

These notes originally appeared as "chaque jour les Ecritures" (3rd edition) published by La Bonne Semence, Valence, France. In sending them forth in the English translation we would echo the words of the author: "Never forget that 'All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.' (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). May the Lord grant us in reading His word to experience and progress in these things with Him."

Quotations are taken from the Authorised Version.



January 1

Psalms 90

1LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.3Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men.4For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.5Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up.6In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.7For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled.8Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.9For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told.10The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.11Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.12So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.13Return, O LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants.14O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.15Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil.16Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.17And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.


The beginning of a new year is a good time to "take stock". Looking back, the believer can gratefully exclaim: "Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place . . ." (v. 1). As to the present, the believer can measure the short duration of his existence down here and ask God to teach him how to number his days in order to obtain a wise heart (v. 12). This wisdom, according to Ephesians 5:15-16, will cause us to seize our opportunities (redeeming the time, or making the most of every opportunity, as it says in other translations; see also Col. 4:5). Yes, let us use these years, which pass away like a tale that is told for the Lord (v. 9).
As for you, unconverted reader, this year of grace, which could possibly be the last, gives you another chance to accept the Lord Jesus as your Saviour; seize it without wasting any more time.
This "prayer of Moses, the man of God" will be on the lips of a repentant Israel in the last days. But the redeemed of the Lord, who know His great love, can even now ask: "O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days" (v. 14). An apt desire at the outset of this new year!


January 2

Psalms 91

1He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.2I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.3Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.4He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.5Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;6Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.7A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.8Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.9Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;10There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.11For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.12They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.13Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.14Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.15He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.16With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.


If thankfulness for the past (Ps. 90) is the feeling which should characterize us, the feeling which should be uppermost in us for the future is faith in God. There are great moral dangers which threaten the believer. Who is the fowler (v. 3), the lion, the adder and the dragon . . . (v. 13) if not Satan himself? "The pestilence . . . that walketh in darkness" (vv. 3, 6) speaks to us of sin, something far more serious than an illness. "The arrow that flieth by day" (v. 5) suggests such evil thoughts which suddenly come to us quite unexpectedly through something we have seen in the street, read in a book or from dubious conversation. The "terrors of the night" are worries which often stop us from enjoying the peaceful sleep which the Lord has prepared for us (Ps. 4:8). Whatever the trap or threat, we have a fortress, a refuge: God Almighty Himself (vv. 1, 2, 9). Let us follow the example of the One who, in the midst of similar dangers, showed this faith perfectly. Christ in the wilderness knew how to confound and bind the Tempter who had dared to quote this psalm. From v. 9 onwards God's promises come in response to the prayer of the perfect Man. We can also enjoy these promises to the extent that we are prepared, like the Lord Jesus, to put our faith and our "love" in God (v. 14).


January 3

Psalms 92, Psalms 93

1It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High:2To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night,3Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the harp with a solemn sound.4For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work: I will triumph in the works of thy hands.5O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.6A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this.7When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever:8But thou, LORD, art most high for evermore.9For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.10But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be anointed with fresh oil.11Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me.12The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.13Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God.14They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;15To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.
1The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.2Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting.3The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.4The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.5Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.


The great works of God and His very deep thoughts are the inexhaustible themes of praise of the redeemed (v. 5; cf. Ps. 40:5). But the man who fails to recognise the Creator in His works is stupid and foolish in God's eyes (v. 6), even if he were the most intelligent person. The wicked and the righteous both flourish (vv, 7, 13), but only the latter bear fruit (v. 14). The grass grows and flourishes for a season, then is cut down (v. 7). That is what happens to the wicked; they perish (v. 9; cf. 2 Cor. 4:3). On the other hand, the righteous resemble the palm tree or the cedar in Lebanon (vv. 12, 13). Think how long it takes for these fine trees to reach their full size! But they have a place in the courts of the temple of God and prosper there to His glory.
Psalm 93 reminds us that the power of God is more ancient (He is "from everlasting") and mightier than the power of the Enemy (vv. 3, 4). The waves speak to us of the unrest in the world (Isa. 57:20; cf. Ps. 89:9). We can trust His Word: His testimonies are very sure (v. 5).
Finally "holiness becometh thine house". We do not tolerate filthiness or misbehaviour at home. May we understand that, for far greater reasons, the holy God cannot tolerate sin in His house, which today is the Assembly (read 2 Cor. 6:16 . . .).


January 4

Psalms 94

1O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself.2Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward to the proud.3LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph?4How long shall they utter and speak hard things? and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?5They break in pieces thy people, O LORD, and afflict thine heritage.6They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the fatherless.7Yet they say, The LORD shall not see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.8Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when will ye be wise?9He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall he not see?10He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?11The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.12Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest him out of thy law;13That thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked.14For the LORD will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance.15But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it.16Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? or who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity?17Unless the LORD had been my help, my soul had almost dwelt in silence.18When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up.19In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul.20Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law?21They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood.22But the LORD is my defence; and my God is the rock of my refuge.23And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the LORD our God shall cut them off.


In contrast to the Israelite in the last days, the Christian is to beware of seeking revenge (Rom. 12:17 . . .). He does not suffer any less from the evil and injustice which reign in this world where pride (v. 2), wickedness (v. 3), arrogance and boasting (v. 4), oppression and violence (vv. 5, 6) are given free rein. The believer cannot go through the world and remain unaffected by what he sees in it every day. The more aware he is of the holiness of God, the more awful is the evil to him (Ps. 97:10). That is why Christ, the perfect Man, suffered more from evil than anybody else. Look at Him in Mark 3:5 "grieved for the hardness of their hearts" . . . He Himself was made the object of the ultimate injustice (v. 21).
Being aware of this evil which surrounds us often arouses within us a great many distressing thoughts: Does God not see these things? Why does He not intervene? . . . In reply, the Lord generally gives us comforts rather than answers (v. 19). By opening our eyes to the evil in the world He helps us to separate ourselves from it. But this is to bring us closer to Himself and so that our hope in Him can be strengthened. May the comforts from above always be the delight of our souls!


January 5

Psalms 95

1O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.2Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.3For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.4In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also.5The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.6O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.7For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,8Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness:9When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work.10Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways:11Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest.


The power of God in salvation awakens cries of joy amongst those who are its objects. In the past, on the banks of the Red Sea, a redeemed people had raised a song of deliverance to the LORD. Sadly, Israel's history from their very first steps in the wilderness teaches us that we can be a witness to the works of God (v. 9) and not know His ways (v. 10). It also shows us that it was not only the ungodly Pharaoh who had hardened his heart (Ex. 8:15, 32 . . .) but that Israel had wasted no time in doing just the same (v. 8). The very names Massah (temptation; see Ex. 17:7) and Meribah (provocation) are engraved forever in their history (cf. Num. 11:3, 34). These failures characterised the sad stages through the wilderness and served to mark them out. May these names, dear friends, serve also as signposts solemnly to warn us in our pathway.
With us in mind the Epistle to the Hebrews quotes and comments upon this psalm (Heb. 3:7 . . .). "Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." We must listen to the Lord with the heart. May our hearts be responsive to "His voice" today, and tomorrow He will bring us into His glorious rest.


January 6

Psalms 96

1O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.2Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day.3Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.4For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods.5For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.6Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.7Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength.8Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.9O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.10Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.12Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice13Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.


Having urged themselves: "let us sing . . . let us worship and bow down" in Psalm 95, the faithful people of Israel now invite all the world and nature herself to do the same: "sing . . . bless . . . worship the LORD" (vv. 1, 2, 9). The day will come when the pagan peoples will cast away their idols and when the families of the nations will ascribe to the LORD glory and strength (v. 7). The redeemed do not have to wait for the Lord to reign in order to express this homage. "To him be glory and dominion," they can shout even now (Rev. 1:6). For it is not only the coming display of the glories of Christ which can draw forth this praise from them. The majesty, the magnificence, the power and the beauty of the King of all the earth are still invisible, hidden in the heavenly sanctuary (v. 6). But the great and perpetual motive for the believer's adoration is the love of his Saviour: "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood."
This psalm was composed and sung at the time of the return of the ark, a type of Christ, in the midst of Israel (1 Chron. 16:23-30). However it is no longer to save the world but to judge it that the Lord will come again (v. 13; cf. John 3:17; John 5:22). He will exercise judgment over the peoples righteously (v. 10), justly and in truth (v. 13; Ps. 45:3-4).


January 7

Psalms 97

1The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.2Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.3A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.4His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.5The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.6The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.7Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.8Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O LORD.9For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods.10Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.11Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.12Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.


This psalm describes the establishment of God's reign in power; it corresponds to Isaiah 11:4-5 and Revelation 19:6. Everything which is opposed to the Lord's dominion will be consumed (vv. 3-5), whilst the hearts of all the faithful will be filled with gladness (vv. 8 . . .). Then the glory of the LORD will not only be spoken of as in Psalm 96:3; it will be seen (v. 6), and the inhabitants of the world will finally be able to see the difference between the government carried out by man and the righteousness established by God. The angels who are also called gods in v. 7, and who for so long have witnessed iniquity on the earth, will finally be present at the triumph of righteousness. They will see the Firstborn, Christ, introduced by God into the inhabited earth and will render their homage to Him in unison with the saints on the earth (Heb. 1:6).
The last three verses are for all time, because God always has His eye on those who love Him, on those who are "upright in heart." His grace calls them saints and righteous. He expects them to hate evil and to rejoice in Him (vv. 10, 12: cf. Rom. 12:9; Phil. 4:4 . . .). He Himself will not fail to preserve their souls and to light their paths (vv. 10, 11).


January 8

Psalms 98, Psalms 99

1O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.2The LORD hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen.3He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.4Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.5Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.6With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.7Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.8Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together9Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.
1The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.2The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people.3Let them praise thy great and terrible name; for it is holy.4The king's strength also loveth judgment; thou dost establish equity, thou executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob.5Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is holy.6Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his name; they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.7He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them.8Thou answeredst them, O LORD our God: thou wast a God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their inventions.9Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy.


Psalms 98 and 99 begin in the same way as Psalms 96 and 97 respectively. "O sing unto the LORD a new song" (Ps. 98:1). The new song is that which considers Christ in the new manifestations of His glory. At the dawn of His reign, when God will have made His salvation known and revealed His righteousness (v. 2; Psalm 97), this hymn will begin in heaven and every creature will echo it (read Rev. 5:9 . . ., 13 . . .). Heaven and earth will sing in unison; a universal joy will at last answer to the goodness and faithfulness of God (v. 3).
"The LORD reigneth," Psalm 99 repeats. His judgment having been carried out, His glory takes up its place again "between the cherubims", the place which it left formerly because of the iniquity of the people (Ex. 25:22; Ezek. 10). His holiness is proclaimed on three occasions: His name is holy . . .; He is holy . . .; the LORD our God is holy (vv. 3, 5, 9; cf. Isa. 6:2-3). But this thrice holy God is also the One who forgives (v. 8) and we know that He can do this without denying Himself, because of the work of the cross. Only then will the intercession of Moses, Aaron and Samuel find its full answer in the forgiveness which is already ours in grace (Ex. 32: 11, 32; Num. 16:47; 1 Sam. 7:5; 1 Sam. 12:23).


January 9

Psalms 100, Psalms 101

1Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.2Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.3Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.5For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.
1I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing.2I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.3I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.4A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person.5Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.6Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me.7He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight.8I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the LORD.


Psalm 100 is a psalm of thanksgiving inviting "the whole earth" to praise the LORD and to serve Him joyfully.
We also have these privileges and with even greater reason, we who know God as our good Father and the Lord Jesus as our caring Shepherd (cf. end of v. 3). Is it a joy for us to serve the Lord? Or, on the contrary, do we behave as if He were a hard master with a heavy yoke? (Matt. 25:24 . . .). Dear friends, may we know now the joy which always goes hand in hand with obedient service (John 15:10-11) so that we might also understand later that tender phrase: "Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" (Matt. 25:21, 23).
A new series begins with Psalm 101. This psalm is in a way the text of the public declaration of the King inaugurating His reign. He sets out the foundations on which the government of the country is to be based: wisdom, integrity, righteousness, separation from evil. What a contrast between these simple and sound principles and the cluttered and complicated codes of human justice! All the subjects in the kingdom will have been warned: perversity, slander, pride, fraud and lies will not be tolerated. Having been called to reign with the Lord, it is up to us to show forth the principles of His Kingdom in our walk now.


January 10

Psalms 102:1-15

1Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come unto thee.2Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me speedily.3For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth.4My heart is smitten, and withered like grass; so that I forget to eat my bread.5By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave to my skin.6I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl of the desert.7I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top.8Mine enemies reproach me all the day; and they that are mad against me are sworn against me.9For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with weeping,10Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou hast lifted me up, and cast me down.11My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am withered like grass.12But thou, O LORD, shalt endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all generations.13Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come.14For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof.15So the heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth thy glory.


The title of this psalm directs our attention towards the supreme Afflicted One: the Lord Jesus in His suffering. "He is overwhelmed and poureth out his complaint." But it is a complaint which contains neither impatience nor murmuring; everything here is perfect submission. But it is a complaint which is poured out before God, not before men! Who else could have understood the Lord, even amongst His disciples? Vv. 6, 7 sum up His utter moral loneliness down here. A man feels so much more alone when he is different from others. And Christ was completely alone because of His perfection. It was not therefore only at the cross that He experienced this loneliness but during His whole life. Tears were His drink, His daily portion (v. 9). It was not only on the few occasions reported in the Gospel that He was insulted. "All the day" He was the object of His enemies' hatred (v. 8). He experienced man's anger against Himself, but far worse still, He experienced God's wrath when He took our place to face it (v. 10). But this very moment has become for God "the time of compassion" (v. 13) – upon Zion in Israel but also for the blessing of all those who believe in Him now.


January 11

Psalms 102:16-28

16When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.17He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.18This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall be created shall praise the LORD.19For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the LORD behold the earth;20To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death;21To declare the name of the LORD in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;22When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.23He weakened my strength in the way; he shortened my days.24I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years are throughout all generations.25Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands.26They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed:27But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end.28The children of thy servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established before thee.


God looked down from heaven upon the prisoners of Satan, destined for eternal death. He heard their groaning (vv. 19, 20). He wanted to deliver them so that they could praise Him (v. 21). To achieve this He sent His Son down here.
Christ, a real man, implored the One who could save Him from death (v. 24; Heb. 5:7 . . .). But in that same v. 24, there is an extraordinary comfort in reply to "the prayer of the destitute" (v. 17). It is as a man Christ prayed; it is as God that He gets the reply. And we are allowed to listen to the wonderful conversation which takes place between God the Father and God the Son. This is an unfathomable mystery! Who then is this afflicted person, this lonely man overwhelmed by insults and recognising his weakness? It is the One who "of old . . . laid the foundation of the earth" and unfurled the heavens (Micah 5:2)!
"In the midst of my days"? (v. 24). But His years will never end! Creation will grow old and pass away; the Creator will remain forever. He is eternally the Same. The Epistle to the Hebrews which quotes these verses adds that the Son, in whom all God's glory shines, is also the One who "by himself purged sins" (Heb. 1:2-3, 10-12). Oh, the infinite value of such a work accomplished by such a Person!


January 12

Psalms 103

1Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:3Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;4Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;5Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.6The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.7He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.8The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.9He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.10He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.11For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.12As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.13Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.14For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.15As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.16For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.17But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children;18To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.19The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.20Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.21Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.22Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul.


Just as David did, let us bless God in our souls and appreciate His innumerable benefits. Sadly, we tend to keep an up-to-date list of what we lack rather than a list of all the benefits we have received. How ungrateful and inconsistent we are! For example, has it never happened that we have complained about the food at a meal time . . . for which we have just given thanks to the Lord?
Above all His other gifts, our souls have to thank God continually for the forgiveness of our sins (v. 3). If He had given us what we deserved, eternal punishment would have been our reward (v. 10). But now He has removed these sins as far away from us as possible (v. 12). He has thrown them behind His back (Isa. 38:17), made them as white as snow (Isa. 1:18), blotted them out as a thick cloud (Isa. 44:22), cast them into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19) and He will remember them no more (Isa. 43:25; Heb. 10:17).
To "them that fear Him" the goodness of God has no bounds (vv. 11, 13, 17; cf. Isa. 55:7-9). Fear here does not mean dreading His anger. It is the state of mind of those who have come to know His compassion and His mercy (v. 8; read Ps. 130:4) and can always find in them fresh reasons to praise Him.


January 13

Psalms 104:1-18

1Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty.2Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:3Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind:4Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:5Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever.6Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains.7At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.8They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the place which thou hast founded for them.9Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover the earth.10He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills.11They give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses quench their thirst.12By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches.13He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works.14He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth;15And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man's heart.16The trees of the LORD are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted;17Where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, the fir trees are her house.18The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the conies.


Psalms 104 to 106 sum up the first books of the Bible. Psalm 104 celebrates the creation, whilst Psalms 105 and 106 recall the history of the patriarchs and of the people of Israel.
The creation described by the Creator: what a subject, and what an author to handle it! We find again here the work of the six days of Genesis 1. On the first day: light (v. 2); on the second: the stretching out of the heavens separated by the waters (vv. 2, 3); on the third: the foundation of the earth with the gathering of the waters and the appearance of vegetation (vv. 5-9; 14 . . .); on the fourth: the establishment of the great lights (vv. 19, 22); on the fifth: the multiplying of the animals in the seas and in the air (vv. 25, 26, 12, 17); finally on the sixth day: the creation of living beings on the earth (vv. 11, 21 . . .) crowned by the creation of man (vv. 15, 23). But notice how that, side by side with God's power and wisdom, the emphasis is again placed here on His goodness. Everything had been planned and carried out for the good and the joy of His creature (v. 11 . . .). By comparing v. 5 with v. 25 of Psalm 102 we can recognise and adore the Son in this "very great" God (v. 1; Ps. 145:3), the Creator of all things. He was one with the Father in all His counsels and in all His love.


January 14

Psalms 104:19-35

19He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down.20Thou makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth.21The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from God.22The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens.23Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening.24O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches.25So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts.26There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.27These wait all upon thee; that thou mayest give them their meat in due season.28That thou givest them they gather: thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good.29Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust.30Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.31The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works.32He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke.33I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.34My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD.35Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.


We tend to attach a great deal of importance to work and to the workmanship of man (v. 23). But how insignificant it is beside the works of God which provide countless examples of His wisdom! (v. 24). And it is first and foremost on Him, and not on the work of man, that every creature depends for its survival (vv. 27, 28; Matthew 7:11). Let us not attribute our gains to our own efforts but to His grace. Yes, "the earth is full of His riches"; may we know how to recognise and observe them. However, it is possible to admire and enjoy creation without knowing the One who made it. Many artists and philosophers have confused the Truth with nature, upon which sin has left its unclean mark. Just contemplating nature does not tell the sinner about God's holiness, righteousness and grace. In the same way, to get to know an architect really well it is not sufficient to visit the buildings which he has made (and which the careless occupiers may have wrecked); it is necessary to have visited him, to learn about his character, his family, his habits. Let us then not forget that we do not discover God; it is He who reveals Himself, not to our senses, for He is a Spirit (John 4:24) but to our souls, not only through nature but also in His Word (Ps. 19).


January 15

Psalms 105:1-22

1O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people.2Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.3Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.4Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.5Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;6O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.7He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth.8He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.9Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;10And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant:11Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance:12When they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in it.13When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people;14He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;15Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.16Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he brake the whole staff of bread.17He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant:18Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:19Until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him.20The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free.21He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance:22To bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.


Vv. 1-15 of this psalm form part (along with Psalm 96) of the one which is called the first, delivered by king David to Asaph after the return of the ark (1 Chron. 16:7-22). There is just one slight yet very remarkable difference between the two! 1 Chronicles 16:15 demanded: "be ye mindful" of His covenant. By contrast v. 8 of our psalm declares: "He hath remembered . . ." Even though the people failed and forgot their covenant with God He remembered His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (2 Tim. 2:13). Those promises were all that those men of God possessed. In the eyes of their contemporaries, they were nothing: they were "very few and strangers" in the land, just as Christians are today. But God was watching over them as He watches over us (vv. 14, 15; for example Gen. 31:24).
Then He sent "a man" who carried out His counsels: Joseph, a precious type of the Lord Jesus. First of all a slave, then a prisoner, he was freed by "the ruler of the people", who made him lord and ruler of all his possessions (vv. 17-21). Christ, once dead but raised by the power of God, will be established as Lord of all the earth and all the promises of God will be fulfilled in Him (Acts 2:36).


January 16

Psalms 105:23-45

23Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.24And he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies.25He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants.26He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen.27They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham.28He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled not against his word.29He turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish.30Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the chambers of their kings.31He spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts.32He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.33He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake the trees of their coasts.34He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number,35And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground.36He smote also all the firstborn in their land, the chief of all their strength.37He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.38Egypt was glad when they departed: for the fear of them fell upon them.39He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night.40The people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.41He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river.42For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant.43And he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness:44And gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labour of the people;45That they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. Praise ye the LORD.


The power of the LORD is displayed throughout the book of Exodus. First of all we find here His miracles in judgment against the Egyptians (vv. 27-36), then His miracles of grace towards Israel (v. 37-41). However the terrible plagues which struck Egypt were not only meant to frighten and punish Pharaoh. Above all the LORD wanted to reveal Himself to His own people through signs and wonders (v. 27; Ex. 14:31).
"He spake" . . . and the thing happened (vv. 31, 34). As in the days of creation, one word was enough for Him to summon countless small agents of His anger: poisonous flies, lice, locusts and caterpillars (cf. Heb. 11:3 . . .). What humiliation for man to be beaten . . . by mere insects.
Israel left Egypt after the Passover, exchanging their misery for great wealth (v. 37). They had suffered under oppression; God brought them out with joy and with a shout of triumph (v. 43). Those who had worked so hard would inherit "the labour of the people" (v. 44). And all this work of redemption came about as a result of the LORD's promise to Abraham (v. 42; read Gen. 15:13-14). Nothing can stop God from carrying out "his holy promise" (v. 42; Luke 1:72-73).


January 17

Psalms 106:1-23

1Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.2Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? who can shew forth all his praise?3Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness at all times.4Remember me, O LORD, with the favour that thou bearest unto thy people: O visit me with thy salvation;5That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.6We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly.7Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy mercies; but provoked him at the sea, even at the Red sea.8Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known.9He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness.10And he saved them from the hand of him that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.11And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them left.12Then believed they his words; they sang his praise.13They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel:14But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.15And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.16They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD.17The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, and covered the company of Abiram.18And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked.19They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image.20Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.21They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt;22Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea.23Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.


Only the work of God was seen in Psalm 105; there was no mention of the sins of Israel. Psalm 106 continues with the same story from the escape out of Egypt, but emphasizes the responsibility of the people (cf. for example the episode of the quails in Ps. 105:40 and Ps. 106:14-15). Our history has also two sides. On the one hand, there is the perfect work of the grace which saves us, then takes charge of us to bring us safely unto our goal, in spite of obstacles and difficulties (Phil. 1:6). On the other hand there is our walk, so often slowed down by detours and wrong paths. We certainly need the One who, far more than Moses, stands constantly "in the breach", interceding for His own (v. 23; Rom. 8:34).
"Forget not all his benefits", so Psalm 103 advised us. In effect forgetfulness opens the door to covetousness and that leads to rebellion (vv. 7, 13, 14, 21). Satan thoroughly enjoys planting evil desires in an ungrateful heart. He knows how to make the things of the world attractive to someone who no longer values the gifts of God, and through these attractions he can gradually lead his victim along the road of open revolt against God. May the Lord grant us always to understand His wonders (v. 7).


January 18

Psalms 106:24-48

24Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word:25But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD.26Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness:27To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands.28They joined themselves also unto Baal-peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.29Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them.30Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the plague was stayed.31And that was counted unto him for righteousness unto all generations for evermore.32They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:33Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.34They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them:35But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works.36And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.37Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils,38And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.39Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.40Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance.41And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them.42Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their hand.43Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity.44Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry:45And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his mercies.46He made them also to be pitied of all those that carried them captives.47Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise.48Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD.


In Psalm 105 the verbs showed God's sovereign intervention: "He sent (vv. 17, 26, 28), He spake (vv. 31, 34), He gave (v. 32), He smote (v. 36), He brought forth (vv. 37, 43). In this psalm, as we have seen, it is the thoughts and actions of man (and what actions!) which are presented to us: "They believed not . . . they murmured . . . they mingled among the heathen . . . served their idols . . . sacrificed unto devils . . . shed innocent blood . . . defiled themselves . . ." (vv. 24 to 39). What a heart-breaking story of this people who became more and more involved in evil and did everything to kindle the LORD's wrath (v. 40)! As a result we would expect Him absolutely to reject them. Yet this terrible list of charges ends up with the victory of grace. Once again it is God who acts: "He regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry . . . he remembered . . . repented . . . made them to be pitied . . ." (vv. 44-46). There is everlasting praise in response to that unfathomable mercy (v. 48).
The sin in v. 24 was bound to sadden the heart of God. "They despised the pleasant land . . ." Dear Christian friends, we are on the way to a land infinitely more attractive than the earthly Canaan: the heavenly City, the House of the Father. Is it desirable or despicable in our eyes? Our whole way of life will depend on this.


January 19

Psalms 107:1-22

1O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.2Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;3And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south.4They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in.5Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.6Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.7And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.8Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!9For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.10Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;11Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:12Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help.13Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses.14He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.15Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!16For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.17Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted.18Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death.19Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses.20He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.21Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!22And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.


The fifth book of Psalms looks in a prophetic way at the redeemed people of Israel (Judah and the ten tribes), gathered together again in their land (v. 3) at the dawn of the millennium (Ps. 108:2). They remember in Psalm 107 the distresses which they encountered on their way back, their cries of anguish to the LORD, the times He rescued them, and finally the praise which now belongs to Him.
In a general way these four pictures: vv. 4-9; 10-16; 17-22; 23-32 — illustrate the different ways which God uses to save a soul (v. 9). Some may have gone astray a long time ago, wandering aimlessly and restlessly in the arid desert of this world (vv. 4, 5; cf. Gen. 21:14. Feeling totally destitute they have cried out to God who has then filled them, satisfied them and led them to the divine resting place (vv. 9, 7).
Others may have groaned under the enslaving yoke of Satan, the oppressor, in darkness and in the irons of sin . . . (vv. 2, 10). However, God has heard their cries for help. He has brought them out and broken their chains (vv. 14, 16).
They may have experienced despair, being affected by illness or accident and on the verge of death, the end of all man's ways (vv. 17, 18). Then God sends His word and heals them (v. 20).
Can each of us say where and how the Lord found and saved his soul?


January 20

Psalms 107:23-43

23They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;24These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.25For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof.26They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble.27They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end.28Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.29He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.30Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.31Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!32Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.33He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground;34A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.35He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings.36And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation;37And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase.38He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease.39Again, they are minished and brought low through oppression, affliction, and sorrow.40He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where there is no way.41Yet setteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh him families like a flock.42The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth.43Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.


Many people think of God only when they are in trouble. Should they therefore be surprised if He sends them some? Like sailors caught up in a storm (vv. 23-30), men are sometimes put in desperate situations (Luke 8:23 . . .). In this way God wants them to realise just how powerless they are and that all their wisdom counts for nothing (v. 27; Ps. 108:12). Why? To cause them to cry to Him. That is all He is waiting for before He intervenes. At the same time man's spirit is calmed when he allows the Lord to take over the helm and lets Him lead him to the desired haven! (v. 30).
These ways of God to save a soul have their equivalent in the life of the believer. The earthly sources where he goes for water may dry up (v. 33; cf. 1 Kings 17:7). But at the same time the Lord will lead him to living water where he would not expect it (v. 35; Ex. 15: 22-25). What appears to be arid and bitter will in fact become a source of joy and strength to the soul. "Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the loving kindness of the LORD" (v. 43). Yes, may we have the confidence that all our circumstances, the painful ones as well as the pleasant ones, are given by His mercy which "endureth for ever." (cf. v. 1).


January 21

Psalms 108

1O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.2Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.3I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations.4For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.5Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory above all the earth;6That thy beloved may be delivered: save with thy right hand, and answer me.7God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth.8Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver;9Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe; over Philistia will I triumph.10Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom?11Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us off? and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our hosts?12Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.13Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.


"I myself will awake early . . ." (v. 2). Let us appreciate, as David did, the value of those first moments of the day, spent in communion with the Lord (cf. Ps. 63:1). Experience shows that, if we do not take advantage of them, generally speaking the opportunity does not arise again for the rest of the day.
Vv. 5, 6 remind us of two truths which we should never lose sight of in our prayers: firstly, that the salvation and blessing of the believer are inseparable from the glory of God. All too often we forget that when we pray; we are only concerned, in our selfish way, with what concerns us. But let us seek "first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added" unto us (Matt. 6:33). Secondly, since we know the Lord's love for His own, let us not forget to call upon it: "That thy beloved may be delivered" says the psalmist (cf. John 11:3).
From v. 6 onwards the Psalm repeats vv. 5-12 of Psalm 60. They refer to the time when God will have again taken possession of the whole land of Israel. God has spoken in. His holiness (v. 7), and His first words are: "I will, rejoice . . ." The joy of the Lord is to bless His own and to let them share His inheritance.


January 22

Psalms 109:1-20

1Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise;2For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken against me with a lying tongue.3They compassed me about also with words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause.4For my love they are my adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer.5And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love.6Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand.7When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become sin.8Let his days be few; and let another take his office.9Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow.10Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places.11Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; and let the strangers spoil his labour.12Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: neither let there be any to favour his fatherless children.13Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted out.14Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out.15Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory of them from the earth.16Because that he remembered not to shew mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart.17As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him.18As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones.19Let it be unto him as the garment which covereth him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually.20Let this be the reward of mine adversaries from the LORD, and of them that speak evil against my soul.


This terrible psalm begins by calling upon the "God of my praise" (v. 1). No threat, no reason for discouragement prevented the Lord Jesus from looking up to His Father and praising Him. On the contrary, they provided all the more reason for doing so. How did He defend Himself when "compassed about with words of hatred" (v. 3)? He said, "But I give myself unto prayer" (v. 4). Dear Christian friends, that should be our only reply when we come up against any unjust hostility. If we keep quiet – or rather if we speak only to God – He will not keep quiet and will undertake to reply in our stead (v. 1; Rom. 12:9). Nevertheless, Christ was the only one to endure "such contradiction . . ." (Heb. 12:3). His adversaries (who in the original Hebrew bear the same name as their master Satan), not only fought against Him without a cause but, cries the Lord Jesus. "they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love" (v. 5). Judas can be classed as one of them, being guilty of an even greater act of ingratitude, having been at one time the object of very close affection. Acts 1:20 applies v. 8 to him (and, as to the future, this passage refers to the Antichrist). There was indeed more than enough to break the heart of the Saviour (v. 16).


January 23

Psalms 109:21-31; Psalms 110

21But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy name's sake: because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me.22For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.23I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: I am tossed up and down as the locust.24My knees are weak through fasting; and my flesh faileth of fatness.25I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads.26Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according to thy mercy:27That they may know that this is thy hand; that thou, LORD, hast done it.28Let them curse, but bless thou: when they arise, let them be ashamed; but let thy servant rejoice.29Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame, and let them cover themselves with their own confusion, as with a mantle.30I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; yea, I will praise him among the multitude.31For he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul.
1The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.2The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.3Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth.4The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.5The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath.6He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries.7He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.


The afflicted and poor Man (i.e. Christ) asks, "Do thou for me, for thy name's sake" (vv. 21, 22; cf. John 12:28). "That they may know that this is thy hand . . ." (v. 27). God owed it to His own glory to deliver the One who was calling upon Him. This is what we find in Psalm 110. How it stands out in contrast to the picture of the Man of sorrows being humbled! That Man, as it says in a hymn, is "now exalted by God Himself, in the heavenly places by the majesty of God". The LORD had stood at the right hand of the poor Man to save Him (Ps. 109:31); that was in the past. Now, in glory, God has seated Him at His right hand (v. 1; Eph. 1:20). V. 5 promises that, later still, "the Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the days of his wrath". His enemies in Psalm 109 will be made a footstool for His feet: their reduction to slavery will form part of His glory.
This psalm 110 is quoted eight times in the New Testament. It serves in actual fact as the thread to guide us through the whole Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb. 1:13; Heb. 7:17; Heb. 10:13 . . .).
Finally, to those promises made to the Messiah is added one which concerns His walk on the earth (v. 7). Christ, as a man, would find down here some rare moments of refreshment, suited to encourage and strengthen His soul (e.g. Luke 7:9, 44; Luke 9:20; Luke 10:21, 39; Luke 23:42; . . .).


January 24

Psalms 111

1Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.2The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.3His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever.4He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.5He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his covenant.6He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of the heathen.7The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure.8They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.9He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.


Great are "the works" of God in creation (v. 2). But what can be said of His unique "work" (v. 3), that of redemption (v. 9)? How "honourable and glorious" it is! We adore the One who accomplished it, and we conclude like the apostle: "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?" (Rom. 8:32). Does He not guarantee our food every day? (v. 5). Yes, what God does confirms what He is: "gracious and full of compassion" (v. 4). To consider His works strengthens our faith in His Word; His works never contradict His commandments. Both are truth. His commandments are sure (v. 7) and carrying them out is the way to gain "a good understanding" (v. 10).
The first step a man must take on the path of wisdom is to fear God. According to v. 5 it is equally the only way to solve the terrible problem of famine in the world . . . but also the only one which the nations do not think of.
The praise of the LORD "endureth for ever" (v. 10; as does His righteousness: v. 3; and His commandments: v. 8). Let us sing His praises from now on.


January 25

Psalms 112

1Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his commandments.2His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed.3Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever.4Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.5A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion.6Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.7He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD.8His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire upon his enemies.9He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour.10The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall perish.


This psalm is connected with the previous one, as can be seen from the same alphabetic layout of the verses (see note: JND trans.). In Psalm in the righteousness of the LORD lasts forever (v. 3). In Psalm 112 it is the righteousness of the one who fears the LORD which lasts forever (vv. 3, 9). Our v. 1 continues on from v. 10 of Psalm 111 and takes it a bit further. Fearing God, which is the way to gain wisdom, is also the way of blessing. It is not a matter of merely carrying out the LORD's commandments but of actually enjoying doing them. The Lord Jesus knew this and could say: "I delight to do thy will, O my God" (Ps. 40:8; see also John 4:34).
Some people are always afraid of hearing bad news. However, the fear of God takes away this fear of men (v. 8) or of evil tidings (v. 7). The heart of the one who trusts in God is not troubled by what happens (Prov. 1:33); he is steadfast, because the Lord sustains him (v. 8; cf. John 14:1, 27). Nevertheless, a steadfast heart can at the same time be sensitive and full of compassion. A good man is generous (v. 5), distributes and gives to the poor (v. 9). "He is gracious, and full of compassion" just like God Himself (v. 4; cf. Ps. 111:4; James 5:11).


January 26

Psalms 113, Psalms 114

1Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.2Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and for evermore.3From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD's name is to be praised.4The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.5Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high,6Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!7He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill;8That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people.9He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD.
1When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language;2Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion.3The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back.4The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs.5What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back?6Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs?7Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;8Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.


"The servants of the LORD" have so many reasons for praising "the name of the LORD" (v. 1). Previously they had been lying in the dust of death and indeed on the dunghill of sin (v. 7). But God humbled Himself to look down upon the earth (v. 6). Let us never forget that, however great He is, He is still concerned about everything which affects each of His creatures. He has seen their totally destitute condition. Moreover, like the master in the parable, He has been pleased to invite those poor and wretched people to sit at the supper of His grace (Matt. 22:10; cf. also 1 Sam. 2:8; Luke 1:52-53).
The LORD had seen the affliction of His people, heard their cry, understood their suffering, and came down to deliver them (Ps. 113:6; Ex. 3:7). He brought them out of Egypt with power. At His command the Red Sea fled to allow the people of God to cross; "Jordan was driven back" to let them through; water came out of the rock to quench their thirst. God knows where and how to produce refreshment and life to meet the needs of His own. But He will bring about a far greater miracle for His people when He changes their hard hearts into a fountain of waters for the blessing of the whole earth.


January 27

Psalms 115

1Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake.2Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God?3But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.4Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.5They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not:6They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not:7They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat.8They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.9O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.10O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.11Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.12The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron.13He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great.14The LORD shall increase you more and more, you and your children.15Ye are blessed of the LORD which made heaven and earth.16The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD's: but the earth hath he given to the children of men.17The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.18But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD.


As Moses and Joshua had done previously, the remnant of Israel will much later on ask God to intervene for His glory, so that His Name might be known throughout all the nations (vv. 1, 2; Ex. 32:12; Joshua 7:9). Yes, the LORD will once again take up the challenge which has so often grieved His people: "Where is now their God?" (v. 2; Ps. 42:3; cf. Matt. 27:43).
"Our God is in the heavens", the faithful reply, "and our hearts are centred around Him!" As for the people of the world, generally speaking, it does not take long to discover where their affections lie. The majority are not ashamed of their idols: silver and gold (v. 4), the products of art and technology, entertainments and pleasures, together with singers, stars, or personalities of the moment. Let us also proclaim who is our God. Let us do it in such a way that His Name is known from now on by those around us. It will be so to the extent that we seek His glory and not our own (v. 1) — to the extent also in which everyone can see that we put our trust in Him alone (v. 1).
In contrast with the earthly praise and blessing of the kingdom (vv. 16, 17), as Christians we rejoice in that we are dead with Christ and have our place in resurrection with Him in the heavenly places.


January 28

Psalms 116

1I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications.2Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.3The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.4Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.5Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.6The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me.7Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.8For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.9I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.10I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:11I said in my haste, All men are liars.12What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?13I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.14I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.15Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.16O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.17I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD.18I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people,19In the courts of the LORD's house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.


How much more so today can the redeemed of the Lord sing this song of the Israelite being brought back to his country: "I was brought low, and he helped me . . . thou hast delivered my soul from death . ." (vv. 6, 8)! However, when the believer recalls such a great salvation, it causes him to think of the rights which the Saviour has over him.
V. 8 recalls a threefold deliverance: God saves our souls, sustains our hearts which are overwhelmed by affliction and, lastly, keeps us safe from the snares and temptations into which we, in our weakness, run the risk of falling. That is why each of us can ask the question in v. 12: "What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?" "I love the LORD," the psalmist replies. These are the first words of the psalm and the first effect of the Gospel, forming the foundation of all that follows. Then, out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth can confess the name of the Lord (v. 10; 2 Cor. 4:13). But there is more than one way of witnessing for Him: "I will take the cup of salvation . . . I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving . . . yes, in the presence of all his people" (vv. 13, 17, 14). Let us therefore offer to Him from our hearts these sacrifices of praise, "the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name" (Heb. 13:15).


January 29

Psalms 117; Psalms 118:1-14

1O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.2For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD.
1O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever.2Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever.3Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever.4Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for ever.5I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and set me in a large place.6The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?7The LORD taketh my part with them that help me: therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me.8It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.9It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.10All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them.11They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.12They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.13Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall: but the LORD helped me.14The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation.


If we enjoy the Lord for ourselves (Ps. 116), by so doing we will invite others to worship Him with us. The same happens here with Israel. At one time they were jealous of their privileges and absolutely despised the other nations, but now they invite the nations to join in the universal praise (v. 1; Rom. 10:19; Rom. 15:11).
Once again the mercy and the truth of God are mentioned together (v. 2; see Ps. 108:4; Ps. 115:1). They represent the twofold manifestation to men of God's essential characteristics: love and light. What an inexhaustible theme of meditation is contained in this precious, little psalm (which happens to be the central chapter of the Bible).
In Psalm 118 the mercy of the LORD is the theme of praise. Surrounded and threatened by the whole world, Israel will experience that the help of men and princes is vain (vv. 8, 9; Psalm 108:12). The name of the LORD will be the only safeguard. As for us, we are threatened, alas, essentially by the lusts of our own wretched hearts (James 1:14). We have been on the verge of falling so many times, but God has been there to help us; He has kept our feet from falling (v. 13; Psalm 116:8). Man will be able to do nothing against us (v. 6), nor for us (v. 8), for the Lord is our strength (v. 14).


January 30

Psalms 118:15-29

15The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly.16The right hand of the LORD is exalted: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly.17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.18The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.19Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:20This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.21I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.22The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.24This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.25Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity.26Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.27God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.28Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee.29O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.


This psalm has an important place in the prophecies relating to the Lord. V. 22, which is quoted in the Gospels as well as in 1 Peter 2:7, announces both the rejection of Christ and the place which will be His. May these counsels of God in Christ always be "a marvellous thing in our eyes" (v. 23). Vv. 25, 26 remind us of the Messiah's entry into Jerusalem and the cries shouted by the crowd: "Save now, I beseech thee" (Hosanna in Hebrew). "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Matt. 21:9). In spite of themselves, the Jewish people called upon Him and honoured Him that day, just as the Scriptures foretold. Those same Scriptures ought to open the eyes of that people today. However, the time is coming when this passage will reach its true fulfilment. The triumphant Messiah will be received and greeted by the faithful remnant.
Amongst the Jews this psalm formed part of the Passover ritual. Perhaps it was the hymn which was sung by the Lord with His disciples after the supper? (Mark 14:26). If that is the case, then with what feeling would He have sung at such a time vv. 6, 21, 22 and the end of verse 27: "Bind the sacrifice . . . unto the horns of the altar"!
The psalm ends as it began: praising the unchanging mercy of the LORD (vv. 1, 29).


January 31

Psalms 119:1-16

1Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.2Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.3They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.4Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.5O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!6Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.7I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.8I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.9Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.10With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.11Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.12Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.13With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.14I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.15I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.16I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.


"Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it", said the Lord Jesus to the crowds (Luke 11:28). This magnificent psalm speaks to us right the way through about this happiness and privilege. Blessed are the undefiled ("pure in heart," Matt. 5:8), who take pleasure in the testimonies of the Lord and who delight in His statutes (v. 16). But those who carefully keep His commandments (vv. 2, 4, 5, 8) and who walk in them (v. 1) are doubly blessed.
A serious question is raised in v. 9. It does not make sense to the young people of the world who openly make fun of the scruples of the young believer. For the latter, however, the question is vital: "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?" The answer follows immediately: "By taking heed thereto according to thy word." Let us remember this secret of an undefiled walk, to protect us from sinning against God (v. 11) and also against our own bodies (1 Cor. 6:18). By hiding the Word in our hearts, by engraving upon them key passages like v. 9, we will be armed against "the evil day" when temptation arises (Eph. 6:13, 17). For if we keep His commandments with care, our faithful God will keep us with like care. May His word dwell richly in us! (Col. 3:16).



February 1

Psalms 119:17-40

17Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word.18Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.19I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from me.20My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy judgments at all times.21Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do err from thy commandments.22Remove from me reproach and contempt; for I have kept thy testimonies.23Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant did meditate in thy statutes.24Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors.25My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy word.26I have declared my ways, and thou heardest me: teach me thy statutes.27Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.28My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy word.29Remove from me the way of lying: and grant me thy law graciously.30I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid before me.31I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O LORD, put me not to shame.32I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.33Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.34Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.35Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.36Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.37Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.38Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear.39Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments are good.40Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me in thy righteousness.


When we open our Bible, let us always start by asking the Lord to open our eyes so that we can behold the wondrous things in it (v. 18). Let us ask Him at the same time to turn our eyes away from "vanity" (v. 37). How many things that word covers! It is not possible to find one's pleasure both in the Word and in the things of this world, for example the love of wealth (v. 36; read Luke 16:13). Another obstacle which so often closes the Scriptures to us is a bad conscience. How can we enjoy what reproves us? First of all we must confess our sins: "I have declared my ways", says the psalmist; then he adds "teach me . . . (vv. 26, 33; Ps. 32:5, 8); make me to understand . . . (v. 27); give me understanding (v. 34)," prayers which are all pleasing to the Lord. His testimonies are "my counsellors" (v. 24). But I must allow myself to be counselled by them!
Notice also the progress made between vv. 30, 32 and 36. The believer has chosen the way of faithfulness; he determines to run along it and asks God, not to widen that road, but to enlarge his heart so that the object of his affections can draw him more strongly (Phil. 3:14). Finally he depends on God to make him walk in that path (v. 35).


February 2

Psalms 119:41-64

41Let thy mercies come also unto me, O LORD, even thy salvation, according to thy word.42So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word.43And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments.44So shall I keep thy law continually for ever and ever.45And I will walk at liberty: for I seek thy precepts.46I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed.47And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I have loved.48My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes.49Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope.50This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me.51The proud have had me greatly in derision: yet have I not declined from thy law.52I remembered thy judgments of old, O LORD; and have comforted myself.53Horror hath taken hold upon me because of the wicked that forsake thy law.54Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.55I have remembered thy name, O LORD, in the night, and have kept thy law.56This I had, because I kept thy precepts.57Thou art my portion, O LORD: I have said that I would keep thy words.58I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: be merciful unto me according to thy word.59I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.60I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy commandments.61The bands of the wicked have robbed me: but I have not forgotten thy law.62At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments.63I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts.64The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: teach me thy statutes.


The Word of God orders the whole life of the believer. It allows him to reply when someone has done him wrong, not necessarily in words but with the patience and confidence which it teaches him (v. 42). Because it is "the word of truth" (v. 43), it gives the man of God assurance and authority when he speaks and a holy liberty in his walk. Why are we often so shy in our small witness? Precisely because we lack that inner power and conviction which the Word of truth communicates when it is believed, loved and meditated upon. "Thy statutes have been my songs . ." (v. 54). What a Lord we have! Of which head of state, even if he were the best, could it be said that his commandments bring joy to those who have to submit to them?
Vv. 57-64 show us the heart of the believer who is dedicated to walking in line with the Lord's will: "I thought on my ways . . ." (v. 59), says the faithful one; then afterwards "and turned my feet." How often it is, sadly, that we behave in the reverse way. Remember also v. 63: "I am a companion of all them . . . that keep thy precepts" (see vv. 79, 115). Let us ask ourselves with whom do we keep company (Prov. 13:20).


February 3

Psalms 119:65-88

65Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, O LORD, according unto thy word.66Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments.67Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word.68Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes.69The proud have forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart.70Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy law.71It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.72The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.73Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn thy commandments.74They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; because I have hoped in thy word.75I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.76Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy servant.77Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: for thy law is my delight.78Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely with me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy precepts.79Let those that fear thee turn unto me, and those that have known thy testimonies.80Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; that I be not ashamed.81My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word.82Mine eyes fail for thy word, saying, When wilt thou comfort me?83For I am become like a bottle in the smoke; yet do I not forget thy statutes.84How many are the days of thy servant? when wilt thou execute judgment on them that persecute me?85The proud have digged pits for me, which are not after thy law.86All thy commandments are faithful: they persecute me wrongfully; help thou me.87They had almost consumed me upon earth; but I forsook not thy precepts.88Quicken me after thy lovingkindness; so shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth.


The request in v. 17 has been fulfilled. "Thou hast dealt well with thy servant" (v. 65) – but in a way which the psalmist had not expected: through affliction. He acknowledges, "It is good for me that I have been afflicted" (v. 71). Why? Because "before I was afflicted I went astray" (v. 67). The good Shepherd has been forced to use this painful means to bring the wandering sheep back onto the right path. But the soul has learnt a far more important lesson from this: he has come to know his God and no longer needs to understand in order to know that His love has not changed. He says, "I know that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me" (v. 75).
Amongst the nomads in the desert, making a water-skin requires patient preparation. It is placed in smoke for it to lose the original bitter taste and smell from the leather, which would otherwise make the water impure. So it is with the Christian (v. 83). The testing fire has to pass over him in order to remove his natural sourness and stiffness and make him fit for service. "Thy hands have made me and fashioned me; give me understanding . . ." (v. 73). Happy prayer of the redeemed! Yes, Lord, fashion my spirit too in the ways which You choose; make me flexible and responsive to Your will!


February 4

Psalms 119:89-112

89For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.90Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth.91They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants.92Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction.93I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me.94I am thine, save me; for I have sought thy precepts.95The wicked have waited for me to destroy me: but I will consider thy testimonies.96I have seen an end of all perfection: but thy commandment is exceeding broad.97O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.98Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.99I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.100I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.101I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.102I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me.103How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!104Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.105Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.106I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.107I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O LORD, according unto thy word.108Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, and teach me thy judgments.109My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not forget thy law.110The wicked have laid a snare for me: yet I erred not from thy precepts.111Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart.112I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes alway, even unto the end.


No matter how firmly the earth has been established (v. 90), the Word of the Lord has been established even more so. What a blessing, in a world where everything is uncertain, where the frenzied activity of fallen man unfolds in thoughts which will all perish, to be able to know the eternal thoughts of God and to trust in His unchanging promises! Heaven and earth will pass away but His words will not pass away (Matt. 24:35). Moreover all creation has only one purpose: "for all are thy servants . . ." (v. 91). Such is also our privilege, but let us serve Him intelligently and with all our hearts.
Only the Lord truly lived up to vv. 97-112. He understood more "than the ancients" because He kept the divine precepts, whilst they were happy just to teach them (v. 100). He was wiser than all the enemies who set traps for Him (v. 110; Matthew 22:15, 34).
Who would risk travelling at night without a lamp across an area riddled with obstacles? In the darkness of this world and amidst the traps set by wicked people lying in wait (vv. 110, 95), the Word is that lamp, that indispensable light on our pathway (v. 105). Let us not be afraid of using it too much, in order to see where we are treading (v. 101)!


February 5

Psalms 119:113-136

113I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love.114Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.115Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep the commandments of my God.116Uphold me according unto thy word, that I may live: and let me not be ashamed of my hope.117Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto thy statutes continually.118Thou hast trodden down all them that err from thy statutes: for their deceit is falsehood.119Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like dross: therefore I love thy testimonies.120My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and I am afraid of thy judgments.121I have done judgment and justice: leave me not to mine oppressors.122Be surety for thy servant for good: let not the proud oppress me.123Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for the word of thy righteousness.124Deal with thy servant according unto thy mercy, and teach me thy statutes.125I am thy servant; give me understanding, that I may know thy testimonies.126It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have made void thy law.127Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.128Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way.129Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them.130The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.131I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments.132Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy name.133Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.134Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.135Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes.136Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.


The Word which is a light on my path also shows me just how deep the darkness is around me: It makes me abhor evil and deceit. Indeed, without this divine guide, I can be mistaken and call something good which is actually evil, or something true which is in fact a lie; whereas the Book of God's thoughts teaches me to see the world and what is in it as He sees it.
"Give me understanding," the faithful servant asks (vv. 125, 34, 169). Understanding is generally considered to be a natural gift. However, this prayer shows us that it is possible to acquire it. It is the Word which gives true understanding (v. 130). "I am thy servant . . ." the psalmist declares, having chosen to observe God's will (v. 125). This will is expressed in the Bible by different words: law, commandments, statutes, precepts, testimonies, ordinances, judgments . . . nor are these synonymous. As far as the Christian is concerned, the Word is no longer forced upon him in a legal way. His obedience to it stems from the love which he feels not only for the marvellous testimonies of the Lord (vv. 113, 127) but also for His name (v. 132).


February 6

Psalms 119:137-160

137Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments.138Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful.139My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies have forgotten thy words.140Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.141I am small and despised: yet do not I forget thy precepts.142Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.143Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy commandments are my delights.144The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live.145I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep thy statutes.146I cried unto thee; save me, and I shall keep thy testimonies.147I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: I hoped in thy word.148Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might meditate in thy word.149Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkindness: O LORD, quicken me according to thy judgment.150They draw nigh that follow after mischief: they are far from thy law.151Thou art near, O LORD; and all thy commandments are truth.152Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of old that thou hast founded them for ever.153Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not forget thy law.154Plead my cause, and deliver me: quicken me according to thy word.155Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy statutes.156Great are thy tender mercies, O LORD: quicken me according to thy judgments.157Many are my persecutors and mine enemies; yet do I not decline from thy testimonies.158I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; because they kept not thy word.159Consider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O LORD, according to thy lovingkindness.160Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.


The righteousness of God is the predominant theme from vv. 137-144. It is not a subject of terror for those who fear the LORD, who walk in His light and who know His love (vv. 149, 159). In an unrighteous world the faithful servant delights to praise God's righteousness which, like His love, is everlasting (vv. 142, 144).
"Thy word is very pure" (v. 140). The more it is put to the test (like gold in the crucible) the more it shows that it is purity itself (JND).
The verses beginning at v. 145 express the absolute dependence of the faithful servant. Four times he asks in this passage, "Quicken me . . ." (vv. 149, 154, 156, 159; see also vv. 25, 40, 88, 107). It is God who gives life; it is He who also preserves and sustains it. But this prayer is primarily concerned with the soul of the redeemed. "Quicken me according to thy Word", for "man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 8:3).
Remember v. 160 well: "Thy word is true from the beginning . . ." The Bible does not consist of a collection of truths from which each person chooses the ones which appeal to him. It is a complete work which cannot be divided, one which we either accept or reject. The whole of it is truth (John 17:17).


February 7

Psalms 119:161-176

161Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word.162I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.163I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love.164Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments.165Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.166LORD, I have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy commandments.167My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly.168I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are before thee.169Let my cry come near before thee, O LORD: give me understanding according to thy word.170Let my supplication come before thee: deliver me according to thy word.171My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy statutes.172My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness.173Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen thy precepts.174I have longed for thy salvation, O LORD; and thy law is my delight.175Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; and let thy judgments help me.176I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for I do not forget thy commandments.


The faithful servant, persecuted by princes for no reason, is afraid, not of them, but of the Word; he is afraid to disobey it (v. 161). And yet it is his joy! (v. 162). May the Word of our God be a treasure to our hearts! Inexhaustible riches are hidden in it, but only those who allow the Word to rule their lives discover them.
To be able to give, one has to start by receiving: v. 171 reminds us that praise is the fruit of a heart which has been taught by the divine statutes. Being well nourished by them, we will know not only how to speak to the Lord, to praise Him intelligently, but also to speak out aloud, to the people around us, about our meditations (v. 172; cf. Eph. 5:19).
The last verses, which summarize the psalm, now reveal the main thought of it. Israel will have been led by the tribulation to realise how they had gone astray (v. 176). They will have learnt in their affliction to love the law of the LORD (vv. 163, 167, 174), to bring their conduct into line with it (vv. 165-167), to hate evil (v. 163) and to look only to God for salvation (v. 166). Before the final deliverance takes place (v. 174), inner restoration will have occurred, thereby allowing God to act for the blessing of His people and to bring them into the blessing of the Kingdom.


February 8

Psalms 120, Psalms 121

1In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me.2Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.3What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue?4Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper.5Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!6My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace.7I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.
1I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.2My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.3He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.4Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.5The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.6The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.7The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.8The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.


The fifteen songs of degrees (Psalms 120-134) retrace in an increasing emphasis of joy the deliverance and restoration of the remnant of Israel.
Psalm 120 finds the faithful in their captivity among the Gentiles and we hear their cries. They are suffering from having to dwell amongst them "that hate peace." May we as Christians all the more realise just how greatly opposed the world is to God and thereby also to His children. The world knows no peace; still less can it give it. But what does the Lord say to His own? "My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you" (John 14:27).
In Psalm 121 the faithful turn their attention from the scene of their suffering up towards the mountains (Zion, the object of their hope: see Ps. 87:1-2). However their help will come from even higher, from the Creator who established the mountains. The LORD responds to that faith with moving personal promises (vv. 3-8). Every believer can take these from the Lord for himself. He is in the world, but he will be kept (or preserved, emphasised six times) wherever he is and at all times in answer to the prayer of his Saviour. "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil" (cf. v. 7 with John 17:15).


February 9

Psalms 122, Psalms 123

1I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD.2Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.3Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together:4Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD.5For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.7Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.8For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee.9Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy good.
1Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens.2Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.3Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt.4Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud.


The love which the Israelite feels for Jerusalem reflects the desires and the love of the Christian for the Assembly, which is precious to the heart of Christ. Will we therefore from now on go joyfully (v. 1) to the place where He has promised to be, to give thanks to His Name (cf. v. 4)?
Let us remember the promise in v. 6: "They shall prosper that love thee." Love for the assembly is a source of spiritual prosperity. How can this love be shown? By praying for peace in the assembly and seeking to do things for the good of the assembly (vv. 6-9).
Psalm 123 teaches us about dependence. The faithful lift their eyes expectantly to their God knowing that all their help is in Him (cf. 2 Chron. 20:12). They have no right to it; everything is grace. What can the Christian expect from men? He can be subjected to a great deal of contempt and insults from those who are at ease down here (vv. 3, 4; 1 Cor. 4:13). If he is able to endure such things it is only because his faith is directed towards his Saviour in heaven (v. 1; Psalm 141:8). Soon that faith will give place to sight. Full of disgrace today, tomorrow he will be filled with His likeness (Ps. 17:15).


February 10

Psalms 124, Psalms 125

1If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say;2If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us:3Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us:4Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul:5Then the proud waters had gone over our soul.6Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth.7Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped.8Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
1They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.2As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever.3For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.4Do good, O LORD, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts.5As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity: but peace shall be upon Israel.


Psalms 120-123 described the people suffering under oppression. Psalms 124 and 125 show us their deliverance. The faithful are pleased to repeat that it was only due to the LORD's intervention. Without it, they would have been swallowed up (v. 3), overwhelmed (vv. 4, 5) and devoured (v. 6). But if God is "for us" what could those do who rise up "against us"? (v. 2; Rom. 8:31). The Lord is able to rescue His people from the terrible snare of the fowlers (v. 7). The fowlers correspond prophetically with the Antichrist and the Assyrian, who are agents of Satan against the remnant of Israel. For us, they are a reminder of the enemies of our souls. If we put our faith in Christ He will help us to escape from their net, that is to say from "the sin which doth so easily beset us" (Heb. 12:1; Ps. 91:3).
It is just this faith which is the main theme of Psalm 125 — faith in the One who is able to keep us from falling (Jude 24). By relying on the Lord for support we shall not be moved (v. 1 JND trans.). However, if we are to walk properly it is not enough to have strong feet. Our path needs to be straight. Let us not follow those who "turn aside unto their crooked ways" (v. 5). Let us not forget also that before setting off on our walk we need upright hearts (v. 4).


February 11

Psalms 126, Psalms 127

1When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.3The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.4Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.5They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.6He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
1Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.2It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.3Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.4As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.5Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.


Just like someone waking up after a terrible nightmare, the faithful are at first unable to realise their sudden deliverance. But soon the air reverberates to the joyous shouts of the people who with one accord declare, "The LORD hath done great things for them" (v. 2; Ps. 14:7). Their tears have, so to speak, watered the fields of a bountiful harvest (v. 5). Such was the ministry of the Lord Jesus down here (v. 6). He tearfully followed the path which led to the cross. "But if it die", says John 12:24, "it bringeth forth much fruit." He shall appear triumphant, bearing the fruit of the travail of His soul: His redeemed, like precious sheaves of corn held close to His heart.
Psalm 127 reminds us that anything we do which does not have the Lord's approval is bound to fail. The thing may seem good and warrant spending a great deal of time and trouble on, but if He has not been involved in it then it will lead to nothing (cf. John 15:5). The peaceful and confident activity of the Christian, followed by restful sleep, contrasts with the feverish and ambitious activity of the man of the world (Ecc. 2:23). As for you young people who are thinking about "setting up home", marriage is too serious a matter for you to deal with by yourself. Let the Lord guide you.


February 12

Psalms 128, Psalms 129

1Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways.2For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.3Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table.4Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD.5The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.6Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel.
1Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now say:2Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth: yet they have not prevailed against me.3The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows.4The LORD is righteous: he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked.5Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate Zion.6Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which withereth afore it groweth up:7Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand; nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom.8Neither do they which go by say, The blessing of the LORD be upon you: we bless you in the name of the LORD.


"Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord . . . happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee" (Ps. 128:1-2). Man would prefer to switch things round. He thinks that he can get happiness by improving his material conditions. However his misery is primarily of a moral nature. Man is unhappy because he is a sinner. He needs to start by turning to God, fearing Him and walking in His ways (v. 1). Then he will see blessing extending to every part of his life. "Godliness is profitable unto all things . . ." (1 Tim. 4:8). This does not mean that we will have wealth to satisfy our covetousness, but rather the peaceful joy of divine favour down here (see Ps. 37:4).
Psalm 129. From their "youth", in Egypt, Israel was sorely oppressed but nothing can compare with what they will face under the yoke of the Antichrist. Christ, by taking the form of a servant, has identified Himself beforehand with the sufferings of His people (cf. v. 3; Matt. 27:26).
However the LORD is righteous (v. 4). The evil ones will meet their end (v. 6); they will not be part of the sheaves gathered in joyfully by the great Reaper (v. 7; Ps. 126:5-6); they will have no share in the blessings of the Kingdom (v. 8).


February 13

Psalms 130, Psalms 131

1Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD.2Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.3If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?4But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.5I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.6My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning.7Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.8And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
1LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.2Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child.3Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and for ever.


It is not the oppression of Psalm 129 but the feeling of sin which has brought the soul of this just man into "the depths" (Ps. 130:1). Nevertheless no matter how low he feels, he can always call upon God. "With him is plenteous redemption" (v. 7)
V. 4 may perhaps astonish us. It would seem to us that forgiveness would have the effect rather of quelling fear. Yet the opposite is true! "The knowledge of grace", someone once wrote, "gives real depth in the work of the conscience. For we can only measure the horror of our situation by the lengths to which our Saviour went in order to rescue us from it" (Rom. 6:14; 1 Peter 1:17-19).
Psalm 131. The trials of a believer play a useful role in humbling him and breaking his self-will (v. 1). God allows them and the believer should submit to them. When something which he loved has been taken away from him, his soul finds itself "weaned" (v. 2). He is like the little child who is suddenly deprived of his mother's milk yet is still close to his mother. At that moment he does not understand that this is part of growing up. Similarly the Lord sometimes sees fit to take away from us something which we regard as precious and cannot do without so that we have to depend on Him alone (v. 3; read Ps. 130:5-7 again).


February 14

Psalms 132

1LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions:2How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob;3Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed;4I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids,5Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.6Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood.7We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool.8Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength.9Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy.10For thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of thine anointed.11The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.12If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.13For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.14This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it.15I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread.16I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy.17There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed.18His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish.


This lovely song recalls the day when King David brought the ark up to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:17). Later on, at the consecration of the temple, Solomon ended his prayer with vv. 8-10 (2 Chron. 6:41-42). Prophetically this psalm corresponds with the introduction of the millennial Kingdom. God will enter His dwelling place (v. 14); the whole world will be blessed and will rejoice (vv. 15, 16); Christ, the true Son of David, will receive the universal crown (vv. 17, 18). God's unconditional promises will be accomplished in Him, by Him and for Him.
But let us take great care to notice that these are the consequences of "all his afflictions" (v. 1; cf.
1 Chron. 22:14; David is a type of Christ, the rejected King, whilst Solomon represents the Messiah in His glory). It is because Christ suffered that He will be exalted in this way; it is because He experienced down here the sorrowful travail of His soul that the earth will enjoy God's rest.
Let us link together vv. 2 and 11, 5 and 13, 8 and 14, 9 and 16, 10 and 17, 18 respectively. We see that this faithful man, who had God's glory at heart, has all his wishes fulfilled one after another beyond his wildest hopes. He has to do with the One who can do infinitely more than we can ask or think (Eph. 3:20).



February 15

Psalms 133, Psalms 134

1Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!2It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;3As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.
1Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD.2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD.3The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.


V. 1 of Psalm 133 should always apply in the assembly and in our families. Is it so? When brethren live together in unity it is good and pleasant for them, but especially for the heart of the Father. The members of God's family are united together because they are linked to the same Person, Christ; they form as it were the hem of His garment: that part of Him which is visible down here (cf. Ex. 28:33-34). He is up above, the true Aaron, the great High Priest; but He has given His Spirit who, like "precious ointment", flows down on the brethren gathered in the place where God has commanded eternal blessing (v. 3; Acts 2:33; Eph. 4:2-4).
With Psalm 134, the final song of degrees, the redeemed earthly people have reached the highest of the fifteen steps pictured in these songs. They have achieved the goal which they desired so earnestly: they have entered the gates of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:1-2); they are standing in the house of the LORD.
Soon the Lord's redeemed will reach their heavenly goal: the Father's house. However Revelation 21:25 reveals that "there shall be no night there". There will be no need for any encouragement to praise. That will burst forth spontaneously from all our hearts when we see the Lord Jesus face to face.


February 16

Psalms 135

1Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise him, O ye servants of the LORD.2Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God,3Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant.4For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.5For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods.6Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places.7He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries.8Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and beast.9Who sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants.10Who smote great nations, and slew mighty kings;11Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan:12And gave their land for an heritage, an heritage unto Israel his people.13Thy name, O LORD, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all generations.14For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent himself concerning his servants.15The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.16They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not;17They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.18They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them.19Bless the LORD, O house of Israel: bless the LORD, O house of Aaron:20Bless the LORD, O house of Levi: ye that fear the LORD, bless the LORD.21Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.


Psalm 134 showed us the servants of the LORD gathered in His House to worship Him. Psalm 135 tells us about the theme of their praise: the great name of the LORD.
In Psalm 133 it was brethren dwelling together in unity which was good and pleasant. Here in v. 3 it is the LORD Himself who is found to be good and pleasant. The worshipper has "tasted that the Lord is gracious" (1 Peter 2:3). No matter how precious brotherly communion may be, nothing can replace for the soul the sweetness of the Lord's love. Do we gather together in the assembly just to meet other Christians? Or is it rather because we can enjoy the blessed presence of the Lord there?
God has chosen Israel – and every redeemed person – "for his peculiar treasure" (v. 4; cf. Matt. 13: 44); He worked in great power to acquire them (vv. 5-12). How worthless and ridiculous all the world's idols appear when compared with such a God! And how much to be pitied are those who "trust in them"! (v. 18). To bless the LORD, who has become to us the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the privilege of everyone who fears Him (v. 20; Eph. 1:3).


February 17

Psalms 136

1O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.2O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever.3O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever.4To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy endureth for ever.5To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy endureth for ever.6To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy endureth for ever.7To him that made great lights: for his mercy endureth for ever:8The sun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth for ever:9The moon and stars to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for ever.10To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth for ever:11And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy endureth for ever:12With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy endureth for ever.13To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever:14And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever:15But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for his mercy endureth for ever.16To him which led his people through the wilderness: for his mercy endureth for ever.17To him which smote great kings: for his mercy endureth for ever:18And slew famous kings: for his mercy endureth for ever:19Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy endureth for ever:20And Og the king of Bashan: for his mercy endureth for ever:21And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy endureth for ever:22Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy endureth for ever.23Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever:24And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever.25Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever.26O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever.


All the ways in which God deals with His creation stem from one particular motive: His mercy which endures for ever. That mercy is first seen in the "great wonders" which were carried out for mans benefit even before he existed, when God created the environment which would enable man to live and survive (vv. 4-9). It is rather like a mother who, before her child is born, lovingly prepares the place into which the baby will be welcomed and gets ready everything which the baby is going to need.
From v. 10 onwards we can see the love of God shining forth in the work of redemption. It is illustrated by the departure from Egypt and the entry of Israel into Canaan. The grateful redeemed can all sing in v. 23, (He) "who remembered us in our low estate."
The expression, "his mercy endureth for ever", comes as a surprise at the end of vv. 10, 15, 17-20. However let us not forget that even the punishment of the wicked is connected with God's plans of love towards His own, as well as with the blessing of the world to come. This also explains the solemnity of Psalm 137:8-9. Men speak far too lightly of a "good God." May they reflect on that word "good", confirmed by so many striking testimonies . . and then respond to such love!


February 18

Psalms 137, Psalms 138

1By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.2We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.3For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.4How shall we sing the LORD's song in a strange land?5If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.6If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.7Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof.8O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.9Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.
1I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.2I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.3In the day when I cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul.4All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear the words of thy mouth.5Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is the glory of the LORD.6Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me.8The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.


Here begins the final series of Psalms, mostly written by David. They take up once again the story of the final restoration of Israel from their time of slavery amongst the nations, through their tribulation, right up to their deliverance and the time of universal praise!
The beginning of Psalm 137 recalls the captivity in Babylon. Since they had been taken away captive, how could these poor people be able to sing when asked to do so and rejoice under the yoke of their oppressor? There was no joy for them so far away from Jerusalem. Those who had taken everything away from them could not take away their memories. Similarly with us, believing friends, who are strangers in a hostile world, we find nothing here for our hearts, yet we possess in Christ a joy which no one can take away from us (John 16:22). Let us never forget the heavenly city (v. 5)!
In Psalm 138 the faithful man, despite his "lowly" state (v. 6), can sing with all his heart and prays towards Jerusalem (cf. v. 2; 1 Kings 8:47 . . .). "Thou answeredst me", he could say later, even though there had still been no change in his circumstances. God had strengthened his soul (v. 3). And it is that strength which matters for the believer (Eph. 3:16).
God will perfect that which concerns us (v. 8), not by destroying the wicked (end of Ps. 137), but by the return of the Lord.


February 19

Psalms 139

1O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.2Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.3Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.4For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.5Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.7Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?8If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.9If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;10Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.11If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.12Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.13For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.14I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.15My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.16Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.17How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!18If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.19Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.20For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.21Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?22I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.23Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:24And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.


"God is light" (1 John 1:5). "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight" (read Heb. 4:13). It is a frightening thing for a sinner to feel that holy gaze constantly upon him, revealing all his most intimate thoughts and discovering his most secret motives! At first only one thought occurs to him: to run away from this terrible beam of light. But this light penetrates the darkness where he tries to hide (v. 11), reaches him at the ends of the earth, extends right into his distant past . . . (Gen. 3:8; John 3:19). It is foolish to think that you can escape from God. It is also foolish to run away from the One who can guarantee your happiness. When you are ill, you never think of hiding any of the symptoms from your doctor. You know very well that it is in your interest to tell him everything that you feel if you want to be cured. So why act differently when God wants to save your soul and deliver you from sin? Confess to Him all the different evils which are eating away inside you. Let His light examine your conscience. May your prayer be that of vv. 23, 24: "Search me, O God" and search me again! Put everything in my life back into place. Don't let me get caught up "in some wicked (or grievous) way" (grievous for me and to the Lord). But "lead me in the way everlasting"!


February 20

Psalms 140

1Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man;2Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war.3They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips. Selah.4Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings.5The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for me. Selah.6I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD.7O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.8Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah.9As for the head of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them.10Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that they rise not up again.11Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him.12I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor.13Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence.


This psalm gives us a glimpse of how much believers of the remnant will suffer during the terrible time of the great tribulation. Up to now we have been saved from persecution in our country by the grace of God. However it does us good to ask ourselves the question sometimes: if tomorrow I had to suffer once again as a Christian, would I still bear that name?
Besides, let us never forget, that we continually have to deal with enemies so much more formidable as they are familiar to us. That evil and violent man (v. 1), who imagines mischiefs (v. 2), who sharpens his tongue like a serpent (v. 3) and who tries to overthrow my goings (v. 4) is revealed to me in the Epistle to the Romans as living in my own heart – a frightening thought (Rom. 3:13; Rom. 7:17). However the same epistle contains, so to speak, the announcement of his death (read Rom. 6:6). Death has delivered me from that "old man"; I no longer have to fight him but can consider him as crucified with Christ. As for the Enemy outside, God will also protect me from him. "The Lord is the strength of my salvation", says the faithful. "Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle" (v. 7). The helmet of salvation is a vital piece of the whole armour of God (Eph. 6:17).


February 21

Psalms 141, Psalms 142

1LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee.2Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.3Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.4Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties.5Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.6When their judges are overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words; for they are sweet.7Our bones are scattered at the grave's mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth.8But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute.9Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity.10Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.
1I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication.2I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble.3When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.4I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.5I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living.6Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are stronger than I.7Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the righteous shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.


The Lord never gets tired of listening to our prayers. On the contrary, the prayer of a believer is like sweet perfume to Him (v. 2; cf. Rev. 5:8). Sadly our mouths are also capable of producing bitter words. Without help from above, no man can tame his tongue (James 3:8-9). "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth," asks the man of God here. However the mouth only serves to express what is boiling up in our hearts (Ps. 39:1-3). The heart also requires a vigilant "guard" to stop it from getting involved with any evil thing (v. 4). Finally let us learn to take reproach not as damaging to our pride, but as a favour, an "excellent oil" reserved by the Lord for His own (v. 5; cf. 2 Sam. 16:5, 10; Gal. 6:1).
Psalm 142. Being pursued by Saul, David hides in the cave of Adullam (1 Sam. 22; Ps. 57). He wanders with his companions "in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth" (Heb. 11:38). No human refuge was available to him (v. 4). But his faith enabled him to cry out: "O LORD . . . thou art my refuge" (v. 5). "The righteous shall compass me about . . . (v. 7). Christ, the true David, will bring with Him in His glory those whom He has clothed in His own righteousness.


February 22

Psalms 143

1Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness.2And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.3For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead.4Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate.5I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands.6I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. Selah.7Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit.8Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.9Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.10Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.11Quicken me, O LORD, for thy name's sake: for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble.12And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am thy servant.


"Hear my prayer . . . , hide not thy face from me . . . , answer me," cries the faithful from the depths of his distress. What a contrast between that unrest and the peaceful assurance which is available to the Christian today! The Christian is guaranteed access to the Father through the Lord Jesus (Heb. 4:16). Nevertheless he should be moved by the same earnest desire for communion. "My soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land" (v. 6; cf. Ps. 63:1). Yes, every day, from first thing in the morning, I need to hear not only the Word of God, but His loving kindness by opening my heart to listen to Him (v. 8). This feeling of the Lord's love will strengthen my trust in Him; I will ask Him first of all to make me to know His way and then to lead me in it. When I call Him my God and call myself His servant (v. 12) I am undertaking to do what pleases Him. However to begin with He must teach me and then His good Spirit must guide me into the "land of uprightness" of His will (v. 10). In reality these requirements are connected with each other. On the one hand the joy of communion with the Lord is necessary to know His will. But on the other hand we can only taste this joy when we are obedient to that will!


February 23

Psalms 144

1Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight:2My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me.3LORD, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of man, that thou makest account of him!4Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away.5Bow thy heavens, O LORD, and come down: touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.6Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them.7Send thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, from the hand of strange children;8Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood.9I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee.10It is he that giveth salvation unto kings: who delivereth David his servant from the hurtful sword.11Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children, whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood:12That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace:13That our garners may be full, affording all manner of store: that our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our streets:14That our oxen may be strong to labour; that there be no breaking in, nor going out; that there be no complaining in our streets.15Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the LORD.


"Teach me to do thy will" was the prayer in Psalm 143:10. He "teacheth my hands to war . . .," David says here. The spiritual warfare of the Christian also has its "laws" (2 Tim. 2:5) and every believer who wants to please "him who hath chosen him to be a soldier" must in a sense go through military training. However he does not rely for victory on experience gained or on his courage. He declares here that the LORD Himself is "my fortress; my high tower . . . my shield, and he in whom I trust" (v. 2).
The deliverance from on high which will come in response to the cry of the remnant (vv. 5-11) will finally open the door to the blessings of the Millennium (vv. 12-15). Let us never forget that, in contrast to Israel, an earthly people, the blessings of the Christian are spiritual: "in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). Consequently they are – like Christ – beyond the reach of the trials we experience down here and it is possible for us to enjoy these blessings even amidst the worst difficulties. Conversely, if everything seems to be going well for us as to our health, our business and our family lives, we should not conclude that our soul is prospering too, nor that we have the Lord's approval. Sadly, it could well be quite the opposite.


February 24

Psalms 145

1I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever.2Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.3Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.4One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.5I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.6And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness.7They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.8The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.9The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.10All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.11They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;12To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.13Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.14The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down.15The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season.16Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.17The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.18The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.19He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them.20The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.


Christ, of whom David is a type, begins the praise (see title) which, in these last psalms, will extend to cover the whole of creation (cf. Ps. 22:25 . . .). We can sing with Him: "I will extol thee, my God . . . I will bless thy name for ever and ever . . ." The LORD is great and His greatness is unsearchable( v. 3).) His acts are mighty (vv. 4, 12), wondrous (v. 5 and terrible (v. 6). His goodness is great (vv. 7, 8) and universal (v. 9). People will "abundantly utter the memory" of it. His power will be proclaimed and His righteousness will be sung. Yet one of His glories is far greater than any other: that is His grace (v. 8). It brings salvation; vv. 14-20 list several other ways in which it is shown. The LORD sustains (Ps. 37: 24), raises up (Ps. 146:8), gives food and satisfies (Ps. 107:9), is near to those who call on Him (Ps. 34:17-18), carries out the wishes of those who fear Him, hears their cries, saves them and cares for those who love Him. Indeed "of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace" (John 1:16). All of these verbs, in the first person and in the future tense: "I will extol thee . . . I will bless thee . . . I will praise thee . . . I will speak of thee . . . I will declare thee . . ." are surely the proper response of each of the redeemed as he receives this grace.


February 25

Psalms 146

1Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul.2While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.3Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.4His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.5Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:6Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever:7Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD looseth the prisoners:8The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the LORD loveth the righteous:9The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside down.10The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the LORD.


Let us not wait till we get to heaven to praise our God and Saviour. "While I live will I praise the LORD", declares the psalmist (v. 2; cf. Ps. 34:1). He alone is worthy of our praise as well as our trust. Vv. 3, 4 give us a serious warning not to put our trust in man, for this is a constant danger which takes many forms (e.g. looking for man's approval). Do not expect any help from princes – even if God Himself does use them occasionally for our good. No matter how high up they are, there is no salvation in them (v. 3); they are like vanity (Ps. 144:4) and, if they do not believe, they will perish one day along with their works (v. 4).
What would we think of a child of well-to-do parents who went begging from poor neighbours? Our Father is the God who is infinitely powerful, infinitely wise and who loves us; what more do we need? He sets Satan's captives free (v. 7). He opens the eyes of faith (Eph.:18). He picks up those who are walking along "bowed down" under loads which are too heavy for them. He loves the righteous (v. 8). He cares for the stranger, the orphan and the widow according to their needs (cf. Luke 4:18). "Count your blessings", says the chorus, "and it will surprise you what the Lord hath done."


February 26

Psalms 147

1Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise is comely.2The LORD doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the outcasts of Israel.3He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.4He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.5Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.6The LORD lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked down to the ground.7Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:8Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.9He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.10He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man.11The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.12Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion.13For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath blessed thy children within thee.14He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat.15He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: his word runneth very swiftly.16He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.17He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold?18He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow.19He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel.20He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the LORD.


Each of the Psalms 146 – 150 begins and ends with the words, "Praise ye the LORD", i.e. "Hallelujah". This joyous shout will fill the earth when Israel is brought together again and Jerusalem rebuilt (v. 2).
In whom does the LORD take pleasure? It is in those who fear Him and who humbly hope in His mercy. By contrast He does not delight in the strength in which man prides himself (vv. 10, 11; Revelation 3:8). Even in our century which is characterised by speed, neither the "legs of a man" (v. 10) nor the latest technical discoveries are necessary for the Word of the Lord to run swiftly (v. 15; 2 Thess. 3:1). If every believer were to witness where he has been placed, the Gospel would spread rapidly under its own power (Ps. 68:11).
The unfathomable activity of God embraces areas as diverse as healing the broken hearted (v. 3) and counting the stars (v. 4). He causes the seasons to alternate for the benefit of His creation. He prepares the rain (v. 8; Deuteronomy 28:12), sends the snow (v. 16), causes the wind to blow (v. 18). Do we think about that when we are complaining about the weather He has given?
Yes, "great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite" (v. 5).


February 27

Psalms 148

1Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights.2Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.3Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.4Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.5Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.6He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.7Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:8Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word:9Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:10Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:11Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:12Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:13Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.14He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.


This psalm gives expression to universal praise. It resounds both in the heavens (vv. 1-6) and on the earth (vv. 7-13). A marvellous concert in which every creature will contribute its note! But how is it that material things are invited to join in this symphony (vv. 3, 7. . .)? Romans 8 teaches us that since the fall creation has been "subject to vanity"; man only uses it to glorify himself. Now the moment is approaching when, at last "delivered from the bondage of corruption", creation will glorify God alone (Rom. 8: 20, 21; Isa. 55:12-13). Its present "groanings" will give way to a glorious liberty. In its way, it will tell of God's glory and its voice will be heard (Ps. 19:1-3). It will exalt both its Creator and its Deliverer, the One who made it and the One who through His cross has opened the way for "the restitution of all things" (Acts 3:21).
V. 12 reminds us of that lovely reply of Moses to Pharaoh: "We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, . . . for we must hold a feast unto the LORD" (Ex. 10:9). V. 14 shows us the place which, in the, world to come, God will give to Israel, that people which is "near unto him."


February 28

Psalms 149, Psalms 150

1Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints.2Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.3Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp.4For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation.5Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.6Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their hand;7To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;8To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;9To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD.
1Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.2Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.3Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.4Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.5Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.6Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.


We have reached the end of the Psalms, this book of trial whose last page will not be turned until our time on earth is over. We notice that all the sufferings which have been described in it have led to this ultimate climax: everything that has breath praising God. May it be so with each of our trials: that it might be found "unto praise and honour and glory to the appearing of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 5:7).
The book of Psalms began with God blessing man; it ends with man blessing God. In successive chapters we have heard the hallelujah songs of the remnant who have been saved (Ps. 146), of Jerusalem (Ps. 147), and of creation (Ps. 148). The subject of Psalm 149 is the new song of Israel and the last judgments before the kingdom. Finally Psalm 150 answers questions about praise: who should be adored; where (v. 1), why (v. 2), how (vv. 3-5) and by whom (v. 6) He should be worshipped.
All the different expressions of this universal praise form a perfect harmony. The song is unique: it exalts the mighty acts and the infinite greatness of the One who will then have accomplished His plans for His own glory and for the blessing of everyone and every thing.



March 1

Proverbs 16:1-15

1The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.2All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.3Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.4The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.5Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.6By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.7When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.8Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right.9A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.10A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth transgresseth not in judgment.11A just weight and balance are the LORD's: all the weights of the bag are his work.12It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness.13Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that speaketh right.14The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it.15In the light of the king's countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.


We should remember that most of the thoughts and maxims contained in this book of Proverbs have related words. It is important to look for these.
The purposes of the heart are "of man", declares v. 1 (JND trans.). "A man's heart deviseth his way", v. 9 goes on to say. These purposes and ways can seem clean (v. 2) and right (v. 25) to anyone who does not know his own heart and who does not judge his motives. For example, alms-giving, a good thing in itself, can be done so as to be seen by other people (Matt. 6:1). But God, who weighs minds and hearts (Prov. 21:2) can see in our intentions both the wicked way and the way of death (v. 25; Ps. 139:24). We should follow the advice of v. 3 and commit all our works unto the Lord small and great (Job 5:8). Dependence is allowing Him to act through us, letting Him map out our pathway and put His words into our mouths. This is an attitude which is pleasing to the Lord and which guarantees our safety.
Vv. 10-15 teach us what kings should do. In this connection, we should remember the high position into which we have been called by the grace of the Lord (Rev. 5:10). Rank imposes obligations, we sometimes say (cf. Isa. 32:8 JND trans.). Justice and righteousness must characterise the co-heirs of the kingdom.
Chapters 1-15 have been commented upon in the 3rd volume (1-24 April).


March 2

Proverbs 16:16-33

16How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!17The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.18Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.19Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.20He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.21The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.22Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly.23The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips.24Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.25There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.26He that laboureth laboureth for himself; for his mouth craveth it of him.27An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire.28A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends.29A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good.30He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass.31The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness.32He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.33The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.


Entire towns are built in a few weeks when the discovery of a seam of gold is announced in a particular place. An advertisement of an easy way to earn money will receive countless replies. On the other hand, there is no competition in the search for wisdom (cf. v. 16). The only one who knows its value is the disciple of the Lord Jesus who keeps His word (v. 20; Ps. 119:127). Spoils shared with the proud have no attractions for him. He is happier with the humble and meek (v. 19).
It is the heart of the wise man which makes his lips wise (v. 23). Love puts pleasant and sweet words in his mouth, which will be like a balm to sick souls.
In contrast with the upright man (v. 17) and the "wise in heart" (v. 21), vv. 27-30 present a picture of "an ungodly man", "froward" and "violent". He "diggeth up evil", hawks around what he has uncovered; he "soweth strife", divides, and leads people into bad ways. We should be wary of this dangerous companion and follow the pathway of upright men. This will involve us in taking great care to avoid evil (v. 17; 2 Timothy 2:22). Finally let us consider v. 32. The greatest victory which a man can achieve is to get his own spirit under control (in contrast with Prov. 25:28).


March 3

Proverbs 17:1-14

1Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife.2A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren.3The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.4A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue.5Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.6Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers.7Excellent speech becometh not a fool: much less do lying lips a prince.8A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.9He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.10A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.11An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him.12Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly.13Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house.14The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.


Peace in a home is more important than all kinds of riches and prosperity (v. 1). V. 14 teaches us how quarrels start. Unfortunate words are allowed to escape just "as one letteth out water" (v. 14). What hope is there then of retrieving it? But when the quarrel has begun and threatens to become heated, the wise attitude, let us remember, is to move away from it. Without being one of the quarrellers, one can sometimes be the source of a misunderstanding – for example by repeating something instead of keeping it to oneself (v. 9). "Love covereth all sins," (Prov. 10:12; 1 Peter 4:8). Keeping quiet about others' faults is not condoning them; rather it is bearing with them to the point of being ashamed to repeat them.
The wise man is the one who, in order to make progress (v. 10), knows how to make use of any lesson including a reproof.
Faith in the believer's heart is much more precious than gold. It cannot perish. But testing is necessary for it to be entirely pure. God uses testing like the refiner of Malachi 3:3. His work purifies His own from everything that is not compatible with His holiness (Job 23:10).


March 4

Proverbs 17:15-28

15He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the LORD.16Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it?17A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.18A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend.19He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruction.20He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: and he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief.21He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath no joy.22A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.23A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment.24Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.25A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him.26Also to punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes for equity.27He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit.28Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding.


"It is great grace which deigns to apply divine wisdom to all the details of the life of man in the midst of the confusion brought in by sin" (JND). It is our responsibility to put this wisdom into practice in our daily lives. This divine wisdom is given to us to be lived out and the wise man keeps this "before him" (v. 24; Ecc. 2:14). The fool, on the other hand, scatters his imagination to the ends of the earth with fancies and vain desires. It reminds us of the prodigal son who squandered his father's goods in a far country. What sorrow a foolish child causes to his parents (vv. 21, 25)! We should imitate Solomon, the author of this book. He asked for himself "an understanding heart" (1 Kings 3:9).
He who stands bail is a false friend. He trusts his neighbour without thought and encourages him to rely on him too (v. 18; Jer. 17:5). In contrast v. 17 shows us the way to recognize a true friend. It is in every adversity that he shows himself and we discover the brother he is. "A friend loveth at all times". Who deserves this name more than the Lord Jesus (John 15:13)?
"What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear." 


March 5

Proverbs 18:1-24

1Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom.2A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.3When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach.4The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.5It is not good to accept the person of the wicked, to overthrow the righteous in judgment.6A fool's lips enter into contention, and his mouth calleth for strokes.7A fool's mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.8The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.9He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.10The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.11The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit.12Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility.13He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.14The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?15The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge.16A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.17He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him.18The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the mighty.19A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.20A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.21Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.22Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD.23The poor useth intreaties; but the rich answereth roughly.24A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.


Living for self without regard for others is the mark of selfishness and often of pride. Romans 15:1-3, quoting the example of the Lord Jesus, exhorts us not to seek what pleases us ourselves (cf. v. 1) but what pleases our neighbour, "for his good to edification". Now the tongue is the means of communication with this neighbour for good or evil. The mouth can be "the wellspring of wisdom" (v. 4). But it can also be the originator of quarrels (v. 6), of tale-bearing (v. 8), boastfulness (v. 12; James 3:5), hasty answers (v. 13), rough words (v. 23). These sad fruits of the flesh will be eaten by the very one who has produced them (vv. 20, 21; Luke 6:38 end). Blows (v. 6), ruin and a snare for his soul (v. 7), shame (v. 13) and death (v. 21) will follow. What poison and bitter after-taste are hidden in these "dainty morsels" (v. 8, JND trans.)!
Vv. 11, 12 show us another kind of folly: that of the haughty person who puts his trust in the uncertainty of riches and imagines he is protected by them (read Mark 10:24). The righteous man has no other hiding place than the name of the LORD, which is more powerful than the strongest tower (v. 10; cf. Ps. 91:2).


March 6

Proverbs 19:1-14

1Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.2Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is not good; and he that hasteth with his feet sinneth.3The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against the LORD.4Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated from his neighbour.5A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape.6Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts.7All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how much more do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to him.8He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul: he that keepeth understanding shall find good.9A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall perish.10Delight is not seemly for a fool; much less for a servant to have rule over princes.11The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression.12The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass.13A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping.14House and riches are the inheritance of fathers and a prudent wife is from the LORD.


"That the soul be without knowledge, it is not good" (v. 2). For this soul is certainly exposed to all sorts of dangers, which it does not know about. More than this, a person who is not restrained by the warnings in the Word is in danger of acting or speaking in haste and so stumbling (in other words — sinning; v. 2). If we love our soul — and we have nothing more precious — we should see to it that it is instructed so as to acquire wisdom (v. 8).
Many verses speak to us of the poor man. Men in the world often judge people according to their riches. Poor people, even though we may be ready to help them, can easily be despised (James 2:6). But God remembers that His Son was "the Poor Man" down here. He takes up the cause of those poor people who walk in integrity (v. 1; Prov. 22:23) and He will open His heaven to them (Luke 14:21; Luke 16:22). "Wealth maketh many friends" (v. 4; Prov. 14:20). They are strange friends, more like enemies, these flattering companions who contribute to the ruin of their victim (Prov. 18:24, JND trans.). However the person who is stripped of everything and abandoned can then find the only true Friend who remains. The Lord Jesus is the one who "sticketh closer than a brother".


March 7

Proverbs 19:15-29

15Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.16He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die.17He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.18Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.19A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again.20Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.21There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.22The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar.23The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.24A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.25Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware: and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.26He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach.27Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.28An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the wicked devoureth iniquity.29Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back of fools.


Laziness, especially laziness in listening (Heb. 5:11), has yet more disastrous consequences for "the idle soul" (v. 15). It can make a person who should be wide awake to listen to the Lord fall "into a deep sleep" (cf. Matt. 25:5). It produces soul hunger and spiritual poverty (Prov. 20:13). Moreover, dear friend, if your soul is hungry, do not try to deceive it by "that which satisfieth not" (Isa. 55:2). There is only one suitable food — the Word of God. According to v. 23 the insurance against being visited by evil is to be fed by Christ, the true Bread of heaven. Alongside these words of knowledge there is an instruction which "causeth to err" (v. 27; 1 Tim. 6:20-21); this is the fruit of the many thoughts of man's heart (v. 21). To listen to this is to deviate from the path of obedience; it is then we need reproof (vv. 18, 25). We should not only give this word the sense of chastisement but think of the airline pilot who corrects his route and changes his course according to the instructions from the control tower. The correction of the Lord should have this effect on us. It is the son's privilege (v. 18; Prov. 13:24) and the one that has understanding knows how to profit from it (v. 25; Prov. 9:8).


March 8

Proverbs 20:1-14

1Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.2The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul.3It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.4The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing.5Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out.6Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?7The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.8A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes.9Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?10Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD.11Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.12The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.13Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.14It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: but when he is gone his way, then he boasteth.


Wine, which typifies communion with the pleasures of the world, leads to mockery (v. 1; read Isa. 28:7, 14).
How many people there are who keep proclaiming their own goodness (v. 6) and their morality (v. 9; cf. 1 John 1:8, 10), only proving that they do not really know their natural heart. Only the new man (the righteous man) can please God by walking in faith and integrity (v. 7). Let us compare v. 10 with Deuteronomy 25:13-16: "Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a small . . . thou shalt have a perfect and just weight". In practical terms this corresponds to the example of not judging one's own faults indulgently and those of others severely.
This brings us to v. 11. However young a Christian is, he is called to make himself known for what he is – not so much by his words than by his behaviour. This should be both pure and right, putting away all doubtful and unwholesome attitudes and every kind of dishonesty. Such conduct will be noticed because it contrasts strongly with the dubious or dishonest behaviour of many of his friends. May the Lord help us all to render a courageous testimony to Him by taking as our example the faithfulness which He alone has perfectly displayed (end of v. 6).


March 9

Proverbs 20:15-30

15There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.16Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a pledge of him for a strange woman.17Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel.18Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make war.19He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.20Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness.21An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end thereof shall not be blessed.22Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on the LORD, and he shall save thee.23Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false balance is not good.24Man's goings are of the LORD; how can a man then understand his own way?25It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and after vows to make inquiry.26A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them.27The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.28Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy.29The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old men is the gray head.30The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil: so do stripes the inward parts of the belly.


The book of Proverbs has been compared to a guideline, which "in the maze of this world where a false step can lead to such bitter results, shows us the path of prudence and life" (JND). In the midst of the seeming disorder in these sentences, every one can find the practical instructions which he needs to avoid these snares (v. 25). Lying, tale-bearing, wrong words to parents, greed, a spirit of revenge, fraud, broken promises – we should avoid the company of certain people in order to be kept from these dangers. V. 19 advises, "Meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips". In going about with such a person we can only reap slander and libel, nothing for our edification. Our own confidences to him will be spread abroad everywhere. In contrast the lips of knowledge are like a precious jewel, highlighting the facets of the truths given to us (v. 15; Ephesians 4:29). So let us seek out the company of those who can pass on to us the teachings of wisdom (cf. Prov. 8:11, 19); wisdom has more value than gold which perishes or than many rubies. "The glory of young men is their strength" (v. 29): a strength which has its source in the Lord and which makes them able to overcome the wicked one (Eph. 6:10; 1 John 2:13-14).


March 10

Proverbs 21:1-14

1The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.2Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.3To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.4An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.5The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want.6The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that seek death.7The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them; because they refuse to do judgment.8The way of man is froward and strange: but as for the pure, his work is right.9It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house.10The soul of the wicked desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes.11When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: and when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge.12The righteous man wisely considereth the house of the wicked: but God overthroweth the wicked for their wickedness.13Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.14A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong wrath.


Many people think they can satisfy God's demands by offering Him from time to time the "sacrifice" of good works. They claim to atone for a life of sin by observing certain religious ceremonies. This is a fatal delusion. Only one thing is pleasing to the LORD: the habitual practice of what is right and just (v. 3), but this can only be done by the righteous man, that, is the one whom God has made righteous by justifying him. Up to his conversion, every man is characterised by his wicked heart. His innermost desires are turned towards evil; his life revolves round himself and he has no real love for his neighbour (v. 10) or true pity for poor people (v. 13). These feelings can sometimes be disguised by human kindness or confused with natural feeling (an unbeliever can be "good-hearted" or show off his own righteousness: v. 2). In fact true goodness only has its source in God and has been shown perfectly only in Christ. V. 12 leads us to Him. He was the only Righteous One (cf. Job 34:17) and because of this He alone has the right to judge (John 5:27-30). He carefully considers the house of the wicked and, if He finds no repentance there, He will overthrow it (v. 12; Ps. 37:35-36).


March 11

Proverbs 21:15-31

15It is joy to the just to do judgment: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.16The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead.17He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.18The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright.19It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman.20There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.21He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour.22A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the strength of the confidence thereof.23Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.24Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath.25The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour.26He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not.27The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?28A false witness shall perish: but the man that heareth speaketh constantly.29A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way.30There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the LORD.31The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.


To do what is just and right is not only pleasing to the LORD (v. 3) but is also a joy to the one who does it (v. 15). Many people think that to be a Christian is to live a life of severe constraint. The exact opposite is true! The believer who is in a good spiritual state finds his happiness in obedience to the Lord; on the other hand, what the world calls joy has no attraction for his heart (v. 17). The dwelling of the wise man contains "treasure to be desired" (the Word of God honoured) and "oil" (the power of the Holy Spirit: v. 20; cf. 1 Kings 17:16). In order to walk in a path of righteousness and mercy (v. 21) the wise man needs this food. He draws spiritual strength from it, strength which is needed to overcome and cast down the strength of his Adversary (v. 22; Ecc. 7:19). But even more than his strength, his wisdom has nothing in common with man's wisdom, which cannot stand up before God (v. 30; 1 Cor. 1:19). Let us be true "wise men". We should see to it that the food of the Word and the joys of the Spirit are not lacking in our homes and that we draw our strength from them. We should make sure that not one of us is like the foolish virgins in the parable who had no oil in their lamps (Matt. 25).


March 12

Proverbs 22:1-16

1A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.2The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all.3A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.4By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life.5Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them.6Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.7The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.8He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail.9He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.10Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease.11He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend.12The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor.13The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets.14The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein.15Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.16He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.


The LORD made the rich and the poor from the same dust. They are equal in their birth and in their death and do not lack opportunity to meet each other (Prov. 29:13; Job 31: 5). Prosperity and the power derived from it (vv. 7, 16) are passing things and cannot be measured alongside the things which have eternal importance: "a good name", and "loving favour" (v. 1). The only riches to be desired are those that, together with glory and life, God will give to the meek and to all who fear Him (v. 4; Matt. 5:5). Differences in riches on earth should only provide the opportunity for the most favoured to open their eyes, hearts and hands (v. 9). We should start by seeing the needs around us, be moved by them and then respond to them according to our ability; this is to act like our dear Saviour. Jesus . . . saw . . . was moved with compassion . . . brake the loaves and gave them" (Mark 6:34, 41).
Certain unbelieving philosophers have maintained that a child is born innocent and that it is his environment which corrupts him. V. 15 declares the opposite to be true (cf Gen. 8:21; Ps. 51:5). But the child who is brought up under the rule of the Word (v. 6) will bear the fruits of this education after his conversion all through his life.


March 13

Proverbs 22:17-29

17Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge.18For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips.19That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee this day, even to thee.20Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge,21That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee?22Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in the gate:23For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them.24Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:25Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.26Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts.27If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed from under thee?28Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.29Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.


In this new section of Proverbs, Wisdom no longer expresses itself in maxims consisting of balancing couplets and uses direct exhortations like those in ch. 1-9. It is a waste of time to speak to someone who is not listening. Before any teaching, the young disciple is invited to incline his ear and to apply his heart to these "excellent things" (v. 20; cf. Phil. 1:10), to make these his subjects of meditation and conversation. But what is the aim of this instruction? Firstly, it is to bring the disciple to put his trust in a known God; then to place at his disposal a "certainty", in other words, truths by which he will be able to test all other knowledge. Finally it is to encourage him to tell forth himself the "words of truth" (vv. 17-21).
The warnings which follow have a negative character. Stop at v. 28 — "Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set" (cf. Prov. 23:10). Many people find that the spiritual foundations, on which believers of previous generations have lived happily and which are approved by God, are too narrow. "Warning: Danger", this verse calls out to them. Besides, if we wander into the different fields of this world we inevitably neglect the one which has been kept for us and the one where the Lord is to be found (cf. Ps. 16:6).


March 14

Proverbs 23:1-14

1When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is before thee:2And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite.3Be not desirous of his dainties: for they are deceitful meat.4Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.5Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.6Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats:7For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.8The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet words.9Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words.10Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:11For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with thee.12Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words of knowledge.13Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die.14Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.


Vv. 1-6 warn us against covetousness. It is no less dangerous to desire the delicacies offered by the great people of this world (v. 3) than those offered by the man who has an evil eye (v. 6; Ps. 141:4 end). Then a man is bound to people whose favour he has sought. Their bread is deceitful. The profit gained in a moment will later become the source of much unhappiness. Sorrow inevitably follows the pursuit of earthly possessions. Wisdom, as men understand it, urges them on to wear themselves out acquiring possessions. They imagine that with them they will be able to assure their future and that of their children. But this is false reckoning! These riches will flee away; they "certainly make themselves wings" (v. 5; cf. James 5:2). This is why Wisdom urges the disciple to cease from his own wisdom (v. 4). True wisdom does not consist of acquiring riches but of using the riches of our Master for others (Luke 16:8).
V. 13 reminds us of David's negligence in his children's education (see 1 Kings 1:6). Corporal punishment does not entail death. On the other hand, never to use it can have fatal results (2 Sam. 18:33). Deliver our soul from hell: indeed, how much is at stake! Let us then apply our hearts to this instruction (v. 12; cf. Prov. 22:15).


March 15

Proverbs 23:15-35

15My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine.16Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things.17Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long.18For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off.19Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way.20Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh:21For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.22Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old.23Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.24The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him.25Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice.26My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.27For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit.28She also lieth in wait as for a prey, and increaseth the transgressors among men.29Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes?30They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.31Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.32At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.33Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things.34Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.35They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.


Should a young person, when he has grown up, take account of his parents' advice? He certainly should according to v. 22. This is part of the honour which is due to them, and one's coming of age does not change this. It is a joy to Christian parents to see the fruits of their education in their children when they have grown up (vv. 15, 16, 24; and what importance v. 24 takes on if we apply it to the joy which the Father found in His well-beloved Son, the Righteous and Wise One beyond compare; Matt. 3:17). 
But above all, and before even our parents, the Lord has claims upon us. "My son, give me thine heart," He says to each one of us (v. 26). "I do not ask first of all for some part of your goods or your time but for your love. The rest will follow. In giving Me your whole heart," says the Lord Jesus, "you are only giving Me what belongs to Me, because I have bought it so dearly at Calvary."
The end of the chapter describes the tragic oblivion of the man stupefied by alcohol. He is overcome by the wine (Isa. 28:1 end), incapable of resisting fleshly temptations (v. 33) and is completely ruined (v. 21).
Dear friend, what are you going to do with your heart?


March 16

Proverbs 24:1-22

1Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them.2For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief.3Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established:4And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.5A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength.6For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellers there is safety.7Wisdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not his mouth in the gate.8He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous person.9The thought of foolishness is sin: and the scorner is an abomination to men.10If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.11If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain;12If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?13My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste:14So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul: when thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off.15Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous; spoil not his resting place:16For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.17Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth:18Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn away his wrath from him.19Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked;20For there shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.21My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:22For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth the ruin of them both?


Those who do evil can be a source of envy for us Christians (v. 1) or of fretfulness (v. 19; Psalm 37:1). But such feelings only prove our bad spiritual state. The sight of these poor sinners should arouse compassion and evangelical zeal in us to warn them and deliver them from death (Ezek. 3:18; Acts 20:26). We should not use ignorance as an excuse for doing nothing. "He that pondereth the heart" (v. 12; cf. Prov. 21:2) knows our true motives: lack of love, fear of reproach, weakness of our own convictions.
But why do wicked people seem to have an easy life while believers are often severely tested? The key to this problem is provided for us in one word – the future. "There shall be no future to the evil," (v. 20; JND trans.); his end is eternal perdition to which he is led without resistance (cf. Ps. 73:17). He stumbles into disaster (v. 16; JND trans.). On the other hand "there shall be a reward" (v. 14) for the one who has found Wisdom, this divine Wisdom which is a Person – Christ Himself (Prov. 8:22 . . .). And the expectation of the believer will not come to nothing, for its object is still the same Person: the Lord Jesus who is coming again.


March 17

Proverbs 24:23-34

23These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to have respect of persons in judgment.24He that saith unto the wicked, Thou are righteous; him shall the people curse, nations shall abhor him:25But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them.26Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer.27Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house.28Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause; and deceive not with thy lips.29Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render to the man according to his work.30I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding;31And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down.32Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction.33Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:34So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.


This short section ends what is called "the words of the wise" (Prov. 22:17).
When men want to please their fellow-men it is often at the expense of righteousness and truth. The man of God must be irreproachable in these respects (vv. 23-25).
V. 27 reminds the young believer that before thinking about starting to build a home, he must make sure that he has the resources to do this, already having a job to provide for the needs of his family. "Afterwards build thine house". But a beginner courts disaster if he sets out on his own to build a house. V. 3 points us to an architect in whom we can have absolute confidence in these circumstances: it is Wisdom, in other words, the Lord (cf. Ps. 127:1). The life of a faithful Christian must be balanced. Allowing the Lord to act in his life does not prevent him from being active and diligent, for he has had occasion to observe how laziness in every part of life leads to a man's downfall (vv. 30-34). Dear friend, v. 4 invites you to fill the "chambers" of your memory with knowledge in order to avoid spiritual famine in your future home. God will make all the precious and pleasant things that you have found in His Word sink into your heart (Matt. 13:52).


March 18

Proverbs 25:1-15

1These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out.2It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.3The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.4Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer.5Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness.6Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men:7For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen.8Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame.9Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another:10Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.11A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.12As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.13As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his masters.14Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain.15By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone.


The third section of the book begins here. The men of Hezekiah, that king who did all that was good and right and true "in every work . . . and in the law, and in the commandments," doing it with all his heart (2 Chron. 31:20-21), begin by writing down what concerns kings: their honour (v. 2; a different honour from that of 2 Chronicles 32:27), their heart (v. 3), their throne (v. 6) and what is proper behaviour in their presence (v. 5). Most of these proverbs make use of similes which help us to understand and remember them. Vv. 8-10 urge us to act with wisdom and discretion towards our neighbour for fear of later being put to shame. Vv. 11-15 deal with words. A word fitly spoken is a fruit of divine righteousness (gold) but always associated with mercy (silver). Even if it is a reprimand, it will be of value to the ear which knows how to receive it (v. 12).
V. 13 reminds us that we must be faithful messengers. "Giving out faithfully the message which God has entrusted to us is not only refreshment to those who receive it, but satisfaction for the heart of the One who sends us. Do we think enough about this?"


March 19

Proverbs 25:16-28

16Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it.17Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.18A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.19Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.20As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart.21If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink:22For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.23The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue.24It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a wide house.25As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.26A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring.27It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own glory is not glory.28He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.


Honey is good, but if we were to make it our only food we should soon be sick of it. It is the same with natural affections: friendship, the joys of the family . . . they are pleasant and sweet but they must not take up too much of our time or we shall become very selfish and be sated with them (vv. 16, 27).
The Gospel is the best good news there has ever been, living water for thirsty souls (cf. v. 25). Each believer is like a channel by which this fresh water of grace can flow out to supply others (John 7:38). But beware! a little mud in a fountain is enough to make the water undrinkable. A lack of firmness toward the wicked, a moment off guard, and the spring is disturbed and made dirty just as when one stirs up the bed of a clear stream with a stick (v. 26).
Not to control our spirits is to surrender to all the enemy's assaults without defence, like a town without walls (v. 28). Impatience, resentment, jealousy, pride, doubts, evil desires . . . hosts of evil thoughts soon come crowding in. 1 Peter 1:13 invites us in this sense to gird up the loins of our minds and be sober, in other words, to keep our imagination under control.


March 20

Proverbs 26:1-12

1As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honour is not seemly for a fool.2As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come.3A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's back.4Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.5Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.6He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage.7The legs of the lame are not equal: so is a parable in the mouth of fools.8As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth honour to a fool.9As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools.10The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors.11As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.12Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him.


It is not honour but hard knocks which bring a fool to take the way of wisdom (vv. 1-8). In general, the discipline of the Lord and the reproof of a righteous man lead us to make more progress than compliments and honour. But we should not be without understanding, like domestic animals which can only be made to obey by the whip and bridle "or they will not come unto thee" (v. 3; Ps. 32:9 JND translation). How much better it is to acquire wisdom by allowing ourselves to be taught by the Word rather than by going through painful experiences.
The example of the prophet Micaiah before Ahab shows us that vv. 4 and 5 do not contradict each other (1 Kings 22:13-28). In replying to the foolish king according to his folly (v. 15), Micaiah touched the king's conscience, putting him ill at ease. In replying to him then according to the divine mind and no longer according to his folly, the man of God showed clearly that he had no part with the folly (v. 17).
An unsteady walk, whether that of the righteous man (Prov. 25:26) or of the fool (Prov. 26:7, 9) takes away all the power of the testimony of their words. Let us watch that our feet are shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace (Eph. 6:15).


March 21

Proverbs 26:13-28

13The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets.14As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed.15The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth.16The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason.17He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.18As a mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death,19So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I in sport?20Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.21As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife.22The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.23Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered with silver dross.24He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit within him;25When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in his heart.26Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the whole congregation.27Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.28A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin.


After the portrait of the fool (vv. 1-12), here we have other equally detestable characters. The first is the lazy man (vv. 13-16) whom we have often met already. He uses the pretext of dangers and imaginary difficulties to get out of what he should be doing (v. 13), and even neglects to feed himself (v. 15). "The door turneth upon his hinges" (v. 14). Someone has said: "It moves backwards and forwards but remains in the same place. We should ask ourselves if we have gone forward any more than it has, if we have made any progress in our Christian lives". The lazy man turns on his bed. One can turn about and bustle around without producing any worthwhile activity.
The quarreller is also depicted (vv. 17-21). He is good at fanning the fires of arguments. But v. 17 has many applications. Taking part in social, trade union and political conflicts . . . all these things expose a child of God to cruel "bites".
Now comes the talebearer who also helps to stir up quarrels (vv. 20, 22); then the cheat disguising the hatred of his heart in kind words (vv. 23-25; see 2 Sam. 20:9-10; Jer. 12:6). The Lord Jesus had dealings with the different kinds of wickedness and hypocrisy denounced in these verses (Matt. 17:17; Ps. 38:12). How much He suffered from them!


March 22

Proverbs 27:1-13

1Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.2Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.3A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool's wrath is heavier than them both.4Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?5Open rebuke is better than secret love.6Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.7The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.8As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place.9Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness of a man's friend by hearty counsel.10Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; neither go into thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity: for better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off.11My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that reproacheth me.12A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished.13Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman.


To boast of tomorrow (v. 1) is to treat it as though it already belonged to us: making firm plans, taking out long-term contracts, standing surety for others (v. 13). Read again what James says on this subject (James 4:13-16). On the other hand v. 1 here is also addressed specially to those who put off the question of their salvation until later. 2 Corinthians 6:2 urgently warns them, "Now is the day of salvation".
It is good to be able to count on a friend. His loving advice comes from his heart and rejoices our own (v. 9). But the true friend is not one who will always speak pleasant words to us. On the contrary he will know how to take it upon himself to deliver a reprimand to us, even if our pride will be wounded by it (vv. 5, 6). The Lord Jesus, the faithful Friend, is such a Person. He loves us too much to spare us. Surgeons often have to make large wounds in order to deal with internal organs and to cut out the bad parts. It is the same in a spiritual sense. "Wounding stripes purge away evil, and strokes purge the inner parts of the belly" (Prov. 20:30; JND trans.). We should accept without complaint these necessary wounds, recognizing in them the kind and sure hand of our best Friend.


March 23

Proverbs 27:14-27

14He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him.15A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike.16Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his right hand, which bewrayeth itself.17Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.18Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured.19As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man.20Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.21As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise.22Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him.23Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds.24For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation?25The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and herbs of the mountains are gathered.26The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price of the field.27And thou shalt have goats' milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy household, and for the maintenance for thy maidens.


These verses deal particularly with domestic life and friendship. Let us choose a friend with great care. We should be sure that he or she shares our faith, that we will be free to kneel down in prayer together, that he or she will be capable of sharpening our mind (v. 17). But friendship is not one-sided. When we complain of lack of love from others it is always proof that we are showing very little love ourselves. For love answers to love (v. 19).
V. 20 reminds us that a characteristic of the eyes is that they are never satisfied (1 John 2:16), and v. 22 tells us that foolishness is always inextricably linked with human nature (see also Prov. 22:15; Ecc. 9:3; Rom. 3:11). No force exists which can drive it away for ever. Is this too pessimistic a statement? Unfortunately not! Man is in a permanent state of revolt against his Creator; he refuses grace which is offered to him; he never ceases to act in opposition to his eternal interests . . . surely that is foolishness. How then can one become wise? By receiving divine life through Christ.
Vv. 23-27 speak to us of human foresight, of earthly wealth and of a perishable crown. Christians, let us be far-sighted, but only to secure for ourselves wealth which will last (Prov. 8:18; Luke 12:33) and an incorruptible crown (1 Cor. 9:25).


March 24

Proverbs 28:1-14

1The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.2For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged.3A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food.4They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them.5Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things.6Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.7Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father.8He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor.9He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.10Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession.11The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out.12When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden.13He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.14Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.


V. 1 reminds us of the frightening things prophesied as punishment upon guilty Israel (Lev. 26:36-38). Generally speaking, the behaviour of a man depends on the state of his conscience (v. 1). If it is bad, he will always be ill at ease and will see dangers everywhere. On the other hand, if it is good, he will have confidence before God and men (1 John 3:21; Gen. 3:8). V. 13 is of fundamental importance. It sets out the way of repentance and forgiveness for the sinner. It also explains why certain Christians do not make any progress. To rediscover the path of communion with God it is essential to confess our faults. But then even more, it is necessary with the Lord's help to give them up. If not, confession is not truly made; it is in reality mocking God. In fact, many more things than we realise stem from our moral state. True understanding, for example, is the part of those who seek the LORD. They understand all things (v. 5). But there are people who ask the same questions over and over again, basically because the person of Christ is of little value to them. V. 9 shows us that obedience to God and answered prayer are inseparably bound together (cf. John 15:7).


March 25

Proverbs 28:15-28

15As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the poor people.16The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.17A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him.18Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.19He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.20A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.21To have respect of persons is not good: for for a piece of bread that man will transgress.22He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.23He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue.24Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer.25He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat.26He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.27He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.28When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase.


To try to reconcile the wide and easy path of self will and the narrow path of obedience to the Lord will result in a crooked walk and will lead to a certain fall (v. 18). The goal which a man pursues, whether it be to make himself rich (v. 20) or simply to obtain a piece of bread (v. 21), is the opportunity (and the excuse!) for him to break the law many times. One hears it said, "The end justifies the means". What a contrast with the perfect Man! In the desert He rejected the Tempter's suggestion to get bread for Himself in a way other than receiving it from His Father.
Vv. 22-27 show that men's wisdom results in many kinds of false reckoning. It appears smarter to flatter one's neighbour rather than to reprove him if one wants to win his favour, In reality, later on, the reverse will result from this (v. 23). Again, before he gives to others, "common sense" demands that anyone should make sure he will not lack anything himself. Some people go as far as to talk of "well-ordered charity". But the promise of v. 27 makes our well-being depend on our generosity. God undertakes to provide for the needs of those who have thus given Him proof of their love and trust in Him (Ps. 41:1-3).


March 26

Proverbs 29:1-14

1He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.2When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.3Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance.4The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it.5A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet.6In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the righteous doth sing and rejoice.7The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it.8Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men turn away wrath.9If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest.10The bloodthirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his soul.11A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.12If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked.13The poor and the deceitful man meet together: the LORD lighteneth both their eyes.14The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be established for ever.


In this book, the wise man and the foolish man, the righteous and the wicked, the rich and the poor, the king and the servant, and many other people are considered according to their mutual relationships and their responsibility before God.
Vv. 1 and 2 link up with ch. 28. "He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed." If a man's pride is not broken, he himself will be, suddenly and without remedy, together with the wicked, the man of Belial (Prov. 6:15). Such was the end of Pharaoh, of Saul and of Absalom. But it is always serious, even for a believer, to despise the Lord's discipline (Heb. 12:5). "Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father" (v. 3). This is true in our own families, but this verse can be applied even more strongly to the family of God. The Father rejoices to see His children loving Wisdom, who is Jesus Christ (2 John 4; 3 John 4).
Many verses speak to us of righteousness. It is especially necessary for the governor or the king (vv. 4, 12, 14). But all those who are righteous (v. 7; that is to say, justified by the work of Christ) must sympathetically take account of the cause of poor people.
All these instructions apply especially to our social life.


March 27

Proverbs 29:15-27

15The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.16When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see their fall.17Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.18Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.19A servant will not be corrected by words: for though he understand he will not answer.20Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him.21He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length.22An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression.23A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.24Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not.25The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.26Many seek the ruler's favour; but every man's judgment cometh from the LORD.27An unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked.


"The rod and reproof give wisdom." The rod can be used either in its literal sense for children, or figuratively of all the forms of the Lord's discipline of His own. There is no worse punishment than to be left to one's own devices (v. 15; Ps. 81:12).
Hasty words (v. 20), anger (v. 22) and pride (v. 23) are at the root of many sins. But in contrast with the first Adam, v. 23 turns our eyes to the Lord Jesus. His incomparable path of humility has as its counterpart the place of supreme glory (cf. Phil. 2:5-11).
Another trap is set by the fear of man; it cannot go together with the fear of God (v. 25). In wanting to please men (or not to displease them) it is the Lord whom we cease to please. How many people have been drawn into evil by bad friends to whom they dared not say no! If we have to take a courageous stand and are afraid of the consequences, let us trust in God; He is our strong tower.
Finally v. 27 reminds us that there is no fellowship between righteousness and iniquity (2 Cor. 6:14-15). May God keep us in fellowship with Himself


March 28

Proverbs 30:1-14

1The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,2Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man.3I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy.4Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell?5Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.6Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.7Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die:8Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:9Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.10Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, and thou be found guilty.11There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother.12There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.13There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up.14There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.


Up till now God has spoken through Solomon, the wisest of all the wise men. But in order to show that His Book owes nothing to human wisdom, He now makes use of Agur, a man who recognized himself to be more stupid than anyone else.
Having introduced himself thus (v. 2) and having confessed his profound ignorance, Agur begins by asking fundamental questions – who is the Creator? Who is His Son? How can a person get to heaven? To answer these, God had to reveal Himself, to come down Himself from heaven where man could not ascend and make known His glorious purposes in His pure Word (v. 5; compare the questions in v. 4 with John 3:13; Eph. 4:10; Mark 4:41; Luke 1:31-32).
Agur knows his understanding is limited but he knows too that his heart is perverse and he addresses a twofold prayer to God: 
1) that vanity (self-seeking and the good opinion of men) and lying words may be removed far from him; and 
2) that he may remain dependent, for he recognizes the dangers of both riches and poverty. 
These are wise requests from which we can draw inspiration.
Without any illusions about himself, Agur knows too the principles of the world – revolt, self-righteousness, pride, oppression (vv. 11-14). Is our generation any better than his?


March 29

Proverbs 30:15-33

15The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. There are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is enough:16The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not filled with water; and the fire that saith not, It is enough.17The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.18There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not:19The way of an eagle in the air; the way of a serpent upon a rock; the way of a ship in the midst of the sea; and the way of a man with a maid.20Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.21For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it cannot bear:22For a servant when he reigneth; and a fool when he is filled with meat;23For an odious woman when she is married; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistress.24There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise:25The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer;26The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks;27The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;28The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces.29There be three things which go well, yea, four are comely in going:30A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any;31A greyhound; an he goat also; and a king, against whom there is no rising up.32If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.33Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood: so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.


Agur has noticed and put in groups for our instruction things which are dangerous and hateful and others which are wise and beautiful. The lust of the eyes and also of the flesh both clamour for satisfaction – "Give, give." They both have the same insatiable mother, the horse-leach, in other words, this thirst for pleasure which each man possesses which eats him up (vv. 15, 16). Pride is included with these lusts too (1 John 2:16). It shows itself in many different ways, but v. 17, which should be considered carefully by all young people, puts special emphasis on the contempt of authority and the spirit of independence. In parallel with these worldly rules of conduct, vv. 18 and 19 bring before us the mysterious ways of God in judgment as well as in love. Vv. 21-23 tell of four things which are hateful because they overturn the order established by God. Then we learn that wisdom goes hand in hand with the feeling of its own weakness: with discretion, trust, communion and smallness (vv. 24-28); whilst beauty is linked with one's walk (vv. 29-31). How many lessons may we learn in the company of a man who declares himself to be stupid but whose humility places him among the ranks of the wise according to God! (1 Cor. 1:26-29; 1 Cor. 2:12-13; 1 Cor. 8:2).


March 30

Proverbs 31:1-9

1The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him.2What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows?3Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings.4It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink:5Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.6Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts.7Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.8Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction.9Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.


Who was king Lemuel? He is spoken of nowhere else; all we know about this young prince are the words of advice of his mother as well as the fact that his name means "consecrated to God." "What, the son of my vows?" cries this faithful woman. As did Hannah with her little boy, Samuel, she has consecrated this child to the LORD who had full claim to him.
As he bears this name, she feels herself responsible for instructing him as a true Nazarene. Solemn examples in Israel's history had shown where a king could be led by women or by drink (1 Kings 11; 1 Kings 16:8-9). Lemuel is warned against these wicked tendencies (Ecc. 10:17; Hosea 4:11). Then he receives some positive exhortations. He is to be the upholder of and the spokesman for all the under-privileged. It might be said that this is a very unobtrusive role for a king. But both these instructions contain the substance of pure religion according to James 1:27 – to keep oneself pure from the world (from its deadening effect and its defilement) and to care for the afflicted.
The young Lemuel remembered word for word "the prophecy that his mother taught him." If you, like him, have had the inestimable privilege of being brought up by a believing mother, take care that you never forget the teaching of your childhood.


March 31

Proverbs 31:10-31

10Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.11The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.12She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.13She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.14She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar.15She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.16She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.17She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.18She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night.19She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.20She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.21She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet.22She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.23Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.24She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.25Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come.26She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.27She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.28Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.29Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.30Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.31Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.


This wonderful portrait of the virtuous woman shows us how Wisdom (the very life of Christ) can and should be put into practice in every detail of the daily life of the family. Young Christians, may the Lord give you the desire to please Him by resembling this woman: brave, honest and courageous (all aspects of "virtuous"). What then characterizes her? She is active, happy, energetic, charitable, kindly and wise. Her sphere is the home (read Titus 2:4-5); her adornment strength and dignity (vv. 17, 25; cf. 1 Peter 3:3 . . .); her aim to honour her husband, the object of her happy devotion (v. 23) and to produce fruit for him (v. 16). Finally her secret which is not revealed until v. 30 – she fears the LORD. Truly "who can find" such an accomplished wife? Prov. 19:14 tells us that a wise woman comes from the LORD. Young people, do not put your trust in hasty judgment nor in appearances. "Gracefulness is deceitful" (v. 30; JND trans.) and many have been deceived by it. The passing charm of a face is far from always being the reflection of true Christian qualities. As we end this book, do not forget the exhortation of Prov. 4:23; "keep thy heart with all diligence" for it belongs first and foremost to the Lord.



April 1

Ecclesiastes 1:1-18

1The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.2Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.3What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?4One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.5The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.6The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.7All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again.8All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.9The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.10Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.11There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.12I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.13And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.14I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.15That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.16I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.17And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.18For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.



The book of Ecclesiastes can be summed up in these words of the Lord Jesus: "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again" (John 4:13). Sychar's well is a picture of an arid and deceitful world where no lasting happiness can be found. Most people are like the poor Samaritan woman. They are ready to receive the living water, the free gift of the Son of God, only after they have found out by experience that "the water" of this world cannot in any way quench their soul's thirst (cf. Jer. 2:13).
The Preacher had experienced this and his experience is recorded in this book to help us not to go through the same. This is the experience of one who, because of his greatness and wisdom, was the best qualified to search out "all things that are done under heaven" (v. 13). The Preacher is none other than Solomon, king of Jerusalem. His testimony still carries the same weight for "there is no new thing under the sun." It is true that many things do not look the same outwardly but the heart of man is exactly the same as it always was and the consequences of sin are still here: "that which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered" (v. 15).


April 2

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

1I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity.2I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?3I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.4I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:5I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:6I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:7I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:8I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.9So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.10And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.11Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.


The Preacher applied his heart first of all to knowledge. How many exciting things there are to discover in every sphere: the arts, the sciences, travel, archaeology . . . Today through modern resources they are within the reach of young people. But the further the wise man advances in his research, the harder become the problems and the more he may be discouraged. The human spirit is imprisoned within the walls of its own reasoning. Only the Word of God can set free the mind of man and impart true knowledge. An unpleasant job, weariness, pain and sorrow — such is the sad conclusion of the wise man (Ecc. 1:13, 18; Ecc. 12:12).
Then he says to himself, "Let us think now only about the pleasures of life" (Ecc. 2:1-3). But there too his experience does not satisfy — vanity and folly are the words which sum it up this time. All human joy is spoilt by the realisation that it will not last (Prov. 14:13).
Perhaps an abundance of earthly riches will be able to satisfy him? Who was better placed than Solomon to accumulate and manage riches, to accomplish these "great" things which human ambition is always planning? (2 Chron. 9:22). Let us listen then to his final assessment of them: "Vanity and pursuit of the wind" (v. 11; JND trans.).


April 3

Ecclesiastes 2:12-26

12And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh after the king? even that which hath been already done.13Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.14The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event happeneth to them all.15Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.16For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now is in the days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.17Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.18Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me.19And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have shewed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity.20Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under the sun.21For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil.22For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun?23For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity.24There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.25For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I?26For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.


"What profit hath a man of all his labour?" was the first question asked by the Preacher (Eccles. 1:3). "No profit," was the answer in v. 11. Here he torments himself, his days are sorrow and his labour is grief; even in the night he does not rest (vv. 22, 23). As for the future he realises that nothing is certain.
What should the child of God do when faced with this hopeless picture? (v. 20). He is not forbidden to enjoy life and to see good days down here. But they will not be found by wandering all over the world seeking this illusory happiness. It is up to him to realise the right conditions: "let him refrain his tongue from evil . . . let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace" (1 Peter 3:10-11; when we are not happy, we are very ready to blame others!). On the other hand work is necessary, but it must be quiet, done unto the Lord and not to further our own ambitions (2 Thess. 3:12; Col. 3:23-25). Dear friends, we should each ask ourselves: "What is my objective in work?" Things have a completely different aspect depending on whether they are looked at in the light of the sun or in the light of eternity. Only the latter will show us what is truly profitable.


April 4

Ecclesiastes 3:1-22

1To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:2A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;3A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;4A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;5A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;6A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;7A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;8A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.9What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?10I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.11He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.12I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life.13And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.14I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.15That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.16And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.17I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.18I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.19For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.20All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.21Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?22Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?


God orders "the times" for all His creatures. He determined the date of our birth and the dates of all the happenings of our lives. Like the psalmist, the Christian can say with confidence, "Lord, my times are in thy hand" (Ps. 31:15). In all God does, "nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it" (v. 14). "He hath made everything beautiful in his time" (v. 11); creation was perfect as it came from the hands of God. But in spite of all the wonders which can still be seen in nature, it can no longer be admired today in its original freshness and splendour. Man has spoilt and defaced creation by his wickedness (v. 16); he has made it subject to vanity (Rom. 8:20). Thorns and thistles remind us of the fall (Gen. 3:18). It has been said, "In the midst of the shipwreck caused by sin, man himself continues in existence only as a tragic wreck of his former blessed state." Finally v. 20 reminds us of the verdict in Genesis 3:19, "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." The "time to die" comes to each one of us, often sooner than we think it will. Dear reader, if you are not yet saved, realise that there is also a time to be saved; that time is today.


April 5

Ecclesiastes 4:1-16

1So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter.2Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive.3Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.4Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit.5The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.6Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit.7Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun.8There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.9Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.10For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.11Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?12And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.13Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished.14For out of prison he cometh to reign; whereas also he that is born in his kingdom becometh poor.15I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with the second child that shall stand up in his stead.16There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been before them: they also that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit.


Why is this world so full of injustice, tears, oppression and conflict? People keep trying to solve these problems by social and economic theories and to remedy them by international conferences. The one true reason is never given because man's pride refuses to recognize that it is his state of sinfulness. The Lord is far from being indifferent to all these sufferings (Lam. 3:34-36). But He uses men's distress to reveal Himself as the only true Comforter (2 Cor. 1:3; Isa. 51:12). From v. 4 onwards, the Preacher analyses other types of "evil work that is done under the sun." He concludes each time, "vanity and vexation of spirit . . . sore travail" (vv. 4, 6, 8, 16). His thoughts have a general application; even the world often recognizes the wisdom of them. V. 6, for example, declares that peace of mind in modest circumstances is better than both "hands full with travail and vexation of spirit" (pursuit of the wind, JND trans.) (see also 1 Timothy 6:6). If partnership is a good thing, humanly speaking, making work more rewarding, daily life more amenable, its difficulties more surmountable (vv. 9-12), we should remember, however, that the true strength of a Christian still rests in his personal fellowship with the Lord.


April 6

Ecclesiastes 5:1-20

1Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil.2Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.3For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words.4When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.5Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.6Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?7For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God.8If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they.9Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.10He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.11When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?12The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.13There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.14But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.15As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.16And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?17All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness.18Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.19Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.20For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.


Vv. 1 and 2 remind us of what is suitable in God's presence. Let us see to it that our behaviour and our dress in meetings are respectful and modest. The fear of God must characterize the believer all the time and we have no right to relax this attitude under the pretext that today we are not under law but under grace.
From v. 10 onwards, it is once again a matter of riches. "He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver." The miser is like someone who tries to quench his thirst by drinking sea water. The more he drinks, the thirstier he becomes. Such is the deceitfulness of riches (Matt. 13:22). People think they are making use of money but in reality they are its slave. One of two things happens: either the riches will be kept by their owners to their spiritual hurt (v. 13) or the riches vanish with no profit to anyone (v. 14; James 5:3). Sooner or later, in the end death will separate us from them (v. 15). It has been said that a shroud has no pockets. The treasures stored away in ancient tombs have not followed their owners into the next life.
1 Timothy 6:17-19 gives the Christian some excellent guidance on the subject of riches.


April 7

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12

1There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men:2A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.3If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he.4For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness.5Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other.6Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place?7All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.8For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living?9Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit.10That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he.11Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better?12For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?


"Verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity . . . surely every man walketh in a vain show . . . surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them." The experience of the Preacher confirms these truths of Psalm 39:5-6. Man, his environment and his activities are all fleeting. His soul alone exists for eternity and this is exactly what he is usually least concerned about. "All the labour of man is for his mouth"; his soul is not satisfied with life's good things (literally – is not filled; vv. 7, 3). The Lord tells the story of a rich man who deceived his own soul by offering it material things down here (Luke 4: 4; Luke 12:16-20). One is really saddened to think of so many wasted lives, of the vast amount of intelligence and energy devoted to what? . . . to pursuing objectives as inconstant and fleeting as the "pursuit of the wind" (v. 9 – JND trans.). Tormenting themselves thus without rest (v. 5), seeing no good (v. 6), these very lives will have passed "like a shadow" (v. 12) and yet account will have to be rendered before God. Christian, may this warning open our eyes too. We will not have an opportunity to start life over again. May our whole life be used for the Lord.


April 8

Ecclesiastes 7:1-15

1A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one's birth.2It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.3Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better.4The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.5It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.6For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity.7Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart.8Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.9Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.10Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this.11Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun.12For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.13Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?14In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.15All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness.


The Preacher has explored the world. What did he see everywhere? Vanity, suffering, disorder and folly. One question always faces the wise man: how should he behave in the midst of this state of things which he can do nothing to change? In the form of sentences which bring to mind the book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes now gives us wise and prudent advice.
We should not avoid the house of mourning (vv. 2-4). It will remind us of our frailty and will also make us think seriously. It may make us more sensitive to the troubles of others and perhaps give us words of sympathy to direct the thoughts of the bereaved to the Lord. Other advice follows — do not be hasty in your spirit to be angry. Anger often comes from a rash thought and is a companion of fools (v. 9).
Do not say, "What is the cause that the former days were better than these?" (v. 10; Judges 6:13). Do not believe that it is any more difficult to follow the Lord today than it was in our parents' or grand-parents' days. The resources which they found in His Word and in communion with Him are at our disposal to guide us through a world which morally has not changed.


April 9

Ecclesiastes 7:16-29

16Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself?17Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?18It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them all.19Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city.20For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.21Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee:22For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others.23All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.24That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out?25I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness:26And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.27Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account:28Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found.29Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.


What does the advice of v. 16 mean? Is it that we are in danger of being too careful about our behaviour? Certainly not! We can never have too sensitive a conscience. But there is a danger into which the newly converted often fall. In their behaviour and speech, they may exceed the measure of their faith. At the same time, they are quick to criticise other Christians, simply because they do not yet know themselves (Rom. 12:3).
V. 21 presents the other side when we ourselves are the object of criticism. If we have the Lord's approval for what we are doing, we should not take it to heart. "He that feareth God shall come forth of them all" (v. 18); he is taught to stand up to the most dangerous situations. Among these snares v. 26 includes "the woman whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands." The person who is pleasing to God (that is to say who fears and obeys Him) can count on being kept and will escape "but the sinner shall be taken by her." Two very different stories illustrate this – Joseph (Gen. 39:7 . . .) and, tragically, Samson snared by Delilah (Judges 16:4 . . .). Young Christians, let us meditate seriously on these two examples!


April 10

Ecclesiastes 8:1-17

1Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? a man's wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed.2I counsel thee to keep the king's commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God.3Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him.4Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?5Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man's heart discerneth both time and judgment.6Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the misery of man is great upon him.7For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be?8There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it.9All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt.10And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity.11Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.12Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:13But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God.14There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity.15Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun.16When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:)17Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.


"To every purpose there is time and judgment" (v. 6). When a candidate takes an examination, there are two important days — the examination day, then the results day. The "time" which God allows us to live on earth corresponds to the first of these days, but the judgment day will inevitably follow. The sinner in his oblivion takes advantage of the fact that the "sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily" (because of God's patience) to abound in evil (v. 11) and in misery (v. 6). "Man also knoweth not his time" (Ecc. 9:12; Jeremiah 8:6-7), nor "that which shall be" (v. 7), whilst the wise man, taught by God, discerns all things (v. 1; 1 Corinthians 2:15-16). The thought of the judgment seat of Christ made Paul fearful. Realising the seriousness of the present moment and the gravity of judgment (v. 5), he fervently endeavoured to be pleasing to the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8-11). The Preacher did not have a revelation of the future as we do. Nevertheless he knew the importance of this fear of God and declares that "it shall be well with them that fear God" (v. 12). They may well experience persecution but nothing has the power "to retain the spirit" (vv. 8, 9). Nothing will be able to separate them from the love of Christ (Rom. 8:35).


April 11

Ecclesiastes 9:1-18

1For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them.2All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.3This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.4For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.5For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.6Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.7Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works.8Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.9Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.10Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.11I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.12For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.13This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me:14There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:15Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man.16Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard.17The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.18Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.


"All things come alike to all," states v. 2. In each person's life God allows a series of events (which we call happy or sad according to what they are) in order to see if one of them will make the heart of His creature turn to Him. Moreover, the Lord has never promised that the believer will not have to undergo testing after his conversion. But the different circumstances of life, whether they affect our health, our work or our family, are opportunities for us to show how the Christian life changes the way in which we go through them. After failing an examination, for instance, where a young unconverted person will speak of bad luck or of unfairness, the child of God will recognize the wise and sure hand of his heavenly Father in it. "The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong" (v. 11; cf. Rom. 9:16). It is the man of God who wins them. 2 Timothy 4:7 presents to us a poor old prisoner who has finished the course and fought the good fight.
The parable of the poor wise man (vv. 13-45) fixes our eyes upon the Lord Jesus. He has delivered us from our powerful Enemy (cf. Heb. 2:14-15). We should make sure that we are not ungrateful or forgetful like the inhabitants of the little city and we should listen to His words (vv. 15, 16; 1 Cor. 11:24).


April 12

Ecclesiastes 10:1-20

1Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.2A wise man's heart is at his right hand; but a fool's heart at his left.3Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool.4If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great offences.5There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the ruler:6Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place.7I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth.8He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.9Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby.10If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.11Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.12The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself.13The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous madness.14A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him, who can tell him?15The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city.16Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning!17Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!18By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.19A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things.20Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.


Take careful note of the warning in v. 8 – "Whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him." God has placed protective barriers around each one of us (for example, the authority of parents or teachers). He Himself knows what is on the other side of the hedge. We sometimes imagine that there are pleasures there and that He is depriving us of them. Certainly not! What He wants us to avoid is a dangerous bite. The serpent lies in wait for us and there does not have to be a large gap to let him sneak in. A small sin, "a little folly" (v. 1), is enough to compromise the testimony of the child of God (cf. 1 Cor. 5:6), and to replace the savour of Christ with the bad odour of corruption (Gal. 6:8).
The lack of good sense among those who rule us is especially detestable (v. 5 . . .); it has consequences for all those who are their subjects in that they are either victims of it or they adopt the same fault (e.g. 2 Kings 21:9, 16). But this is no reason to speak or even to think ill of the authorities (v. 20). On the contrary, our duty as Christians is to pray for them (1 Tim. 2:1-2).
V. 12 reminds us of Christ, the wisest of all. "All . . . wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth" (Luke 4:22).


April 13

Ecclesiastes 11:1-10

1Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.2Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.3If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.4He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.5As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.6In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.7Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun:8But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity.9Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.10Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.


One would think that "the waters" would be the least appropriate place to cast bread (v. 1). But this bread is the Word of life and the waters speak to us of the world in its troubled and restless condition. It is certainly there that the Lord calls us to spread the gospel freely (v. 2), without regard to the difficulties (v. 4), without asking questions (v. 5; John 3:8) and without slackening our effort (v. 6). If we then have a tendency to take some credit upon ourselves, let us remember that it is "God who maketh all" (v. 5). V. 3 reminds us of grace, the substance of the gospel (Isa. 55:10-11). But the warning of judgment is also part of this verse. "Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth . . . walk in the ways of thine heart . . .". This is the philosophy of many careless young people. Well, the end of the sentence should make them think – "But know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment" (v. 9). Yes, God will call you to account for all your enjoyment. For whom and for what have you lived? This earth is not everything. There is a God and this God is a judge. Dear unconverted young friend, may this warning lead you to v. 1 of ch. 12.


April 14

Ecclesiastes 12:1-14

1Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;2While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:3In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,4And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;5Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets:6Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.7Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.8Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.9And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.10The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.11The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.12And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.14For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.


"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth" (v. 1). This is the best time to turn to the Lord and to dedicate the whole of our abilities to His service. With age, strength declines and the heart tends to harden. Old age and death are brought to mind in the allegories in vv. 2-7. Thus we come to the end of this book, an end sadly identical with its beginning (v. 8; cf. Ecc. 1:2). How thankful we should be to the Lord that the book of Ecclesiastes only presents one side of the truth! Today we can add the revelation of God as Saviour to that of God as Judge in v. 14. That is why, no less than any other part, this portion of Scripture should not be taken out of its context in the divine Word. The different books of the Bible have been given by one Shepherd, all dictated by the same Spirit (v. 11). All these words, whether they be "goads" or "nails", should be allowed to sink into our consciences to make them sensitive to salvation. Unlike the books of men, the Word of God will never weary us if we study it with prayer (v. 12). It will teach us what is "the whole duty of man": to fear God and to keep His commandments. All the rest is but vanity.


April 15

Song of Solomon 1:1-17

1The song of songs, which is Solomon's.2Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine.3Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee.4Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.5I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.6Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept.7Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?8If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents.9I have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariots.10Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of gold.11We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver.12While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.13A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts.14My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of En-gedi.15Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast doves' eyes.16Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: also our bed is green.17The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of fir.


Let us ask the Lord to keep us from any unholy thoughts before we begin this book.
Ecclesiastes taught us that the world cannot fill the emptiness in the human heart. The Song of Solomon presents to us the only thing which can fill this void – divine love. We should state clearly that this book speaks first of all in type of the future relationship of the King, Christ, with Israel, his earthly Bride. When His reign begins, the affections of this people will be revived and will at last answer to those of the true Solomon – Christ. But we must take special note in our reading of what can be applied in a practical way to the present needs of the Christian. For love is the vital bond which unites each redeemed one with his Saviour. From Him to us that love is infinite and unchanging; from us to Him it is so feeble and inconsistent. Let us ask Him to draw us so that we are able to run after Him (v. 4).
Vv. 5 and 6 are a confession of a guilty past. The person who is speaking here knows well that, if she is pleasing, it is not on account of her own merits (read Eph. 1:6 end). Now she seeks the presence of the Shepherd (vv. 7, 8) and the King (v. 12). She loves Him; He is continually in her heart like a bundle of fragrant myrrh, permeating her garments and going with her everywhere (v. 13; 2 Cor. 2:14-16).


April 16

Song of Solomon 2:1-17

1I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.2As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.3As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.4He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.5Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love.6His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me.7I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.8The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills.9My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice.10My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.11For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;12The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;13The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.14O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.15Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes.16My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies.17Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.


It is by its fruits that an apple tree can be distinguished from the trees of the wood (v. 3). Among men, only Christ produced this fruit for God, fruit whose sweetness His redeemed people can taste today (v. 5; Num. 18:13). We are called to feed ourselves by listening to His Word, like Mary at the feet of her Lord.
"His banner over me was love" (v. 4). As Christ's soldiers we should follow our commander not because we have to but because we are drawn to Him.
The Bible closes with His promise, "Behold, I come quickly" (Rev. 22:7, 12, 20). What an echo these words find in the hearts of those who love Him! "The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh" (v. 8). "Until the day break," let us be like the fearful dove which hides in the clefts of the rock to shelter from defilement and danger (vv. 14, 17). And let us distrust the little foxes which spoil the vines when they are in flower (v. 15). As they get bigger, these little foxes become more and more powerful (Rom. 6:14). Moreover with the flowers spoiled, all promise of fruit is gone. Today we should not tolerate some little act of cheating, some sin which appears insignificant, which will later dominate us and deprive the Lord of the fruit which belongs to Him.


April 17

Song of Solomon 3:1-11

1By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.2I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.3The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?4It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that conceived me.5I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.6Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?7Behold his bed, which is Solomon's; threescore valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Israel.8They all hold swords, being expert in war: every man hath his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the night.9King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon.10He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem.11Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart.


We should not be surprised if we have trouble finding the presence of the Lord when we are in bed (v. 1: a picture of laziness) or, at the opposite extreme, in the midst of the noise of the city (v. 2). On the other hand, we shall always be able to meet the One whom our soul loves (cf. v. 4) on our knees while quietly meditating in our own room. May there be nothing there to distract us or to destroy our communion with Him (v. 5).
A perfume can rise up to God even in the wilderness – picture of an arid world (v. 6). The Lord Jesus walked in this same world and His entire life was a sweet-smelling savour to the Father. Myrrh speaks of His sufferings (from the cradle to the tomb; Matt. 2:11; John 19:39); incense, of all His different moral perfections. Finally, "all powders of the merchant" suggest those daily experiences in which God was glorified. It is this perfume of the Lord Jesus which we also are called to send up to God.
The end of the wilderness will soon come for Israel as for the Church (v. 6; cf. Num. 21:19-20 JND trans.). The true Solomon will have everything prepared for His millennial rest (vv. 7-10). He will be decked with His crown and this will be the day of the gladness of His heart (v. 11; Ps. 132:18).


April 18

Song of Solomon 4:1-16; Song of Solomon 5:1

1Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast doves' eyes within thy locks: thy hair is as a flock of goats, that appear from mount Gilead.2Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn, which came up from the washing; whereof every one bear twins, and none is barren among them.3Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely: thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks.4Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury, whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men.5Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins, which feed among the lilies.6Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.7Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.8Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards.9Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck.10How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices!11Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon.12A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed.13Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; camphire, with spikenard,14Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices:15A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon.16Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.
1I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.


While the Lord looks with rapture on the beauty of His Bride, where is she looking? Too often we allow ourselves to be dazzled by the glittering and exciting attractions of the world (Lebanon)! Oblivious as we are, we do not notice the "lions' dens" or the cunning leopards (v. 8). But the Lord sees the dangers to which we are exposed in this fascinating environment and gently seeks to lead us away from them. "Come with me from Lebanon" (v. 8). We should be drawn away more by love for Him than by the fear of danger. "My sister, my spouse": these words are a tender reminder of our bonds with Him. The Lord has exclusive rights over the soul which He loves. It is a "sealed" fountain from which only He has the right to drink, an "inclosed" garden where nothing foreign must be introduced and whose flowers, fruit and perfumes are kept for Him alone. But from time to time He has to send the wind of testing or the southerly breeze so "that the spices thereof may flow out" (v. 16). In this way, love for Him is reawakened, His presence will be desired and He Himself in response to this invitation will take pleasure in gathering, tasting and partaking of what our feeble love has prepared for Him (5:1).


April 19

Song of Solomon 5:2-16

2I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night.3I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?4My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for him.5I rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock.6I opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone: my soul failed when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.7The watchmen that went about the city found me, they smote me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took away my veil from me.8I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am sick of love.9What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women? what is thy beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us?10My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.11His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven.12His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.13His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers: his lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.14His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl: his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires.15His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.16His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.


How many times we can recognize ourselves in the selfishness and unpardonable carelessness of the beloved young woman. The Lord Jesus knocks at our heart's door. But spiritual lukewarmness, love of ease and negligence in judging ourselves make us find many an excuse for not listening to the voice of His Spirit. With sadness the Lord goes away (v. 6). Let us show the ardour of this young Bride to regain our communion with Him. She cannot find terms which are strong enough or comparisons which are eloquent enough to describe the one she loves. Dear friends, what do we have to say if someone asks us about the Lord Jesus? (cf. Matt. 16:15-16). Do we love Him above all else? (v. 9). Can we speak of His love and His power, of His abasement and His obedience even to the death of the cross? Would we have anything to say about His grace and wisdom, about the perfection of His life here and His service? "There is no beauty that we should desire him", said Israel through the prophet (Isa. 53:2). But the beauty of the Messiah's moral glories (hidden to the unbelieving people) causes the Bride to cry out, "He is altogether lovely." Is this Person truly the object of all our desires?


April 20

Song of Solomon 6:1-13

1Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? whither is thy beloved turned aside? that we may seek him with thee.2My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies.3I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine: he feedeth among the lilies.4Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners.5Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead.6Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them.7As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks.8There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and virgins without number.9My dove, my undefiled is but one; she is the only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her.10Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners?11I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded.12Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib.13Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it were the company of two armies.


The passionate description which the Shulamite was able to give of her beloved leads others to seek him. This should be the result of our witness. Those around us should not be in any way mistaken as to where we stand. Only testimony flowing from the abundance of our hearts will lead them to the Lord Jesus. The "daughters of Jerusalem" have so far only heard about the beauty of the Bridegroom but the Bride's splendour is already visible to them. She is the "fairest among women" (vv. 1, 13). The moral beauty of the Assembly (the Church) the reflection of the beauty of the Lord Jesus, will prepare unconverted people to receive the Gospel.
But above all, this beauty is appreciated by the Lord (v. 4). He also has His eyes on the one whom He loved even to death. And what does He see in her? – the perfections with which He Himself has clothed her (cf. Ezek. 16:7-14). He can even call her "my undefiled" (v. 9), having forgiven her indifference and remembering only one thing – she is not ashamed of Him and has publicly confessed His Name. In His turn He acknowledges her as His own before God (Matt. 10:32). We think of the soon-coming day when the divine Bridegroom will present His Church to Himself, without spot, wrinkle or any such thing, holy and without blemish for all eternity (Eph. 5:27; Eph. 1:4).


April 21

Song of Solomon 7:1-13

1How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's daughter! the joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands of a cunning workman.2Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not liquor: thy belly is like an heap of wheat set about with lilies.3Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins.4Thy neck is as a tower of ivory; thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim: thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus.5Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the hair of thine head like purple; the king is held in the galleries.6How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights!7This thy stature is like to a palm tree, and thy breasts to clusters of grapes.8I said, I will go up to the palm tree, I will take hold of the boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, and the smell of thy nose like apples;9And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, that goeth down sweetly, causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.10I am my beloved's, and his desire is toward me.11Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the villages.12Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth: there will I give thee my loves.13The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved.


Psalm 45 declares to the earthly Bride, "So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him." The Song of Solomon contains in some way the reply to this invitation. "I am my beloved's," says the King's companion (v.10). She is aware of the bonds which unite her with Him – He is her Lord (is He yours?). She boasts, not in her position as queen, but in the love of her Bridegroom. It is not only her beauty (described in vv. 1-9) which the King desires. She declares confidently, "His desire is toward me." It could be said that this is the highest note of the Song of Solomon and at the same time the most humble. Being certain that the Lord loves us is not pretentious, since this love is not based in any way on our merit. The soul is established in grace. We hope that each one of our readers has this assurance of being loved personally by the Lord Jesus.
The vine of Israel has been fruitless for so long but at last buds and flowers will appear, promise of a magnificent harvest (v. 12). Each redeemed one is called now to worship God through Jesus Christ by offering these precious fruits of praise kept for the Beloved (v. 13; Heb. 13:15; Deut. 26).


April 22

Song of Solomon 8:1-14

1O that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of my mother! when I should find thee without, I would kiss thee; yea, I should not be despised.2I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother's house, who would instruct me: I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate.3His left hand should be under my head, and his right hand should embrace me.4I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, until he please.5Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare thee.6Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame.7Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.8We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts: what shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for?9If she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of silver: and if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar.10I am a wall, and my breasts like towers: then was I in his eyes as one that found favour.11Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he let out the vineyard unto keepers; every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of silver.12My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand, and those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred.13Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear it.14Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices.


The affections of the Jewish Bride, after all the purifying testing, lack the happy serenity of the affections of the Church today. The Church already enjoys a firmly established relationship with Christ. Praise the Lord, there is no longer any "if" for us, nor are there conditional verbs (vv. 1, 2). Our names are graven "as a seal" on the shoulders and on the heart of our great High Priest (v. 6; Ex. 28:11-12, 29). We are partakers of this perfect love which casts out all fear (1 John 4:18). It is at the cross that we have come to know this love in its supreme expression. This love was greater than our sin and stronger than His punishment — death. Even the terrible waters of judgment could not quench this love in the heart of the blessed Saviour (v. 7; Ps. 42:7).
We can recognize in the "little sister" the ten tribes who will only come to their full moral and spiritual development after Judah (v. 8). Peace will reign then (v. 10) and the whole vine of Israel will bear its fruit (vv. 11, 12). The true Solomon will receive both recognition and praise (v. 13). But today it is our voices, the voices of our hearts, which the Saviour wants to hear. Through the Spirit, the Bride's response is: "Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (v. 14; Rev. 22:17, 20).


April 23

Daniel 1:1-8

1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.3And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;4Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.5And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.6Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:7Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego.8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.


Daniel stands out from the other prophets. His book deals with the times of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24), that is to say with the very long period stretching from the carrying away to Babylon to the future re-establishment of the nation of Israel under the reign of Christ. But this man of God also speaks to us by his example. What lessons we shall be able to learn from him!
The very first lesson is this firm purpose in his heart that he would not defile himself (v. 8). As a young foreigner brought to the court of the heathen monarch, he could have found many excuses for conforming to the royal diet (contrary to the requirements of the Law). What remained of the Jewish worship, now that many of the vessels of the ruined Temple had been brought to Babylon? (v. 2). Was he not himself a captive, the recipient of a particular favour which he would be despising if he refused the royal dishes? Would he not be drawing dangerous attention to himself and to his friends? But for this man of faith, neither his personal difficulties, nor the hostile environment, nor the destruction of the Jewish worship could detract in any way from the authority of the Word of his God. Dear friends, does this Word have the same value for us? Then let us be careful as these young men to remove from our "diet" everything that would defile our body and our spirit (2 Cor. 7:1).


April 24

Daniel 1:9-21

9Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.10And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.11Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,12Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.13Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.14So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days.15And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat.16Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.17As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.18Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.19And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.20And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.21And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.


If we want to be faithful, we can always count on the Lord's help. He is master of our circumstances and, when we have taken a courageous stand for Him, for the sake of His glory He will not permit us to be put to shame before the world. "Them that honour me I will honour", is His promise (1 Sam. 2:30). God intervenes here in two ways on the behalf of Daniel and his companions. In the first place, He disposes the heart of Ashpenaz favourably towards them (cf. the story of Joseph in Gen. 39:21), Then He enables the physical condition of the four young men to vindicate their special diet. On the spiritual plane, some young Christians may find themselves in their studies in a similar situation to that of Daniel and his three friends. From the human point of view, the fact of refraining from certain sources of instruction and of culture, viewed as quite indispensable, could place them in a disadvantageous position in relation to their friends. If they renounce these in faith, divine blessing is assured for them. Such was the case for these four students who passed their examination with honours. They will be faithful witnesses for God presently, whereas we shall hear nothing further of the other young men (Ps. 119:98, 100).


April 25

Daniel 2:1-16

1And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.2Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.3And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.4Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation.5The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.6But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof.7They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it.8The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me.9But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof.10The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.11And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.12For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.13And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain.14Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon:15He answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.16Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.


How many similarities there are between the times of Daniel and of Joseph! God speaks to Nebuchadnezzar, as once He did to Pharaoh, by means of prophetic dreams (Gen. 41). The interpreter He has prepared to explain them is in each case a young captive from the nation of Israel. It is because he kept himself from all defilement (cf. Gen. 39) that Daniel was chosen to reveal God's secrets. Dear young friends, do not forget this: it is only to the extent that you keep yourselves pure from the world that the Lord will be pleased to teach you and to use you.
We notice how Daniel remains in the background until it has been made fully evident that men are naturally incapable of understanding God's thoughts. The Chaldeans themselves affirm, "There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter . . . except the gods . . ." (vv. 10, 11; Dan. 5:11). They can only demonstrate their ignorance, as once the magicians of Egypt did (Ex. 8:19). The conclusion reached by the Chaldeans should have humiliated and confounded the proud monarch! On the contrary, he flies into a rage and orders all the wise men to be killed. By contrast, v. 14 emphasises the prudence and good sense of Daniel. He asks for time to lay this whole matter before God.


April 26

Daniel 2:17-30

17Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:18That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.19Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.20Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his:21And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:22He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.23I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter.24Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation.25Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus unto him, I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation.26The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof?27Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king;28But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;29As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass.30But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.


Notice the sequence of events: "Then" Daniel prays with his friends (vv. 17, 18) . . . "Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel . . . Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven" (v. 19). To make known our requests to God is our first duty "in every thing" (Phil. 4:6). But Daniel also informs his three friends so that they may join their supplications with his own. What a privilege to share a difficulty with Christian friends and together to present it to the Lord! And how effective it is, for by this means we bring ourselves within the blessing of His specific promise (Matt. 18:19).
God cannot remain deaf to the prayers of these men who fear Him. He reveals the secret to His servant (Ps. 25:14). Another man might well have run straight to the king, but for Daniel one thing is more urgent: to thank his God and to worship Him (cf. Gen. 24:26). Then only does he have himself brought before Nebuchadnezzar. We see shining out once more one of the beautiful features of this man of God: his humility. Like Joseph (Gen. 41:16), Daniel takes no credit for himself, so as to attribute all the glory to God alone (v. 30; Dan. 1:17; Ezek. 28:3). Dear fellow believers, when the Lord has been pleased to use us in any service, may we keep ourselves in the background so as to give Him all the credit and all the fruit.


April 27

Daniel 2:31-49

31Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.32This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,33His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.34Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.35Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.36This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.37Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.38And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.39And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.40And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.41And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.42And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.43And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.44And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.45Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.46Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him.47The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.48Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.49Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.


With striking brevity, the history of the nations is presented to the king by this strange statue of a man, composed from the head to the foot of different metals. The head of gold represents the first universal empire, that of Babylon, after God had withdrawn His throne from the midst of Israel. Brilliant, but of short duration, this monarchy gives place to the Medo-Persian kingdom (the breast of silver), which is succeeded in its turn by Alexander's Grecian empire (the belly and thighs of brass). Finally the legs and the feet of the image represent a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, brutal, destructive, in which it is not difficult to recognise the Roman empire. Its history, of which the first stage was terminated by the Barbarian invasion, at present gives place to what has been called "the parenthesis of the Church." But according to the prophecy, the Roman empire must soon be reconstituted for a short time. In it there will be an element of weakness represented by the mixture of clay and iron (the ten kings distinguished from the Roman beast; Revelation 17:12), which will make it vulnerable (vv. 41, 42). Then the stone cut out without hands, that is to say the introduction of the Kingdom of Christ, will put an end to the rule of "the man of the earth" (Ps. 10:18) for the earth's own blessing.


April 28

Daniel 3:1-18

1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.2Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.3Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.4Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,5That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:6And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.7Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.8Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.9They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.10Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image:11And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.12There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.13Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king.14Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?15Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.17If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.18But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.


Perhaps it may have been the recollection of his dream that incited Nebuchadnezzar to raise up the colossal golden statue in the plains of Dura! Whatever it was, this idolatrous act has a symbolic meaning. It shows what it is that rules man's heart: 1. The statue is of gold: this metal is the object of universal veneration. 2. It is in the form of a man; man indeed has a tendency to worship himself and to put himself in God's place. 3. Finally, it has a disturbing likeness to the image of the beast of apocalyptic times, for to this last beast also will everybody be constrained to pay homage on pain of death, and the faithful remnant of Israel will be put to a terrible trial on that account (Rev. 13:15 . . .). Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego represent this remnant. Will God intervene to deliver them? That is the king's challenge! "We are not careful to answer thee in this matter," declare these young men (v. 16). "It is God who will answer you." The faith of the believer does not have to justify itself before the unconverted. The Lord's approval is sufficient.
The present threatenings are no more effective in turning these three witnesses aside from the strict path of obedience to God than had been the tempting thought of delicate food. Having been faithful in that which was least (Dan. 1), they are now equally so in that which is great (Luke 16:10).


April 29

Daniel 3:19-30

19Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.20And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.21Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.22Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.24Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellers, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.25He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire.27And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellers, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.28Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.29Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon.


This chapter shows us what the faithful must do, what Satan can do, but also what God does. "Fear not . . . I will be with thee . . .; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." This was the promise given in Isaiah 43:1-2 to the faithful remnant. And God is going to keep it. Thrown into the furnace, not only do the three men suffer no hurt, but there they have a wonderful encounter. In their mysterious companion of that moment we have no difficulty in recognising the Son of God. Yes, the crucible of testing is the Lord's meeting place with His people.
Although the fire destroys the men charged with the task of throwing the condemned men into the furnace, neither these nor anything that belongs to them bears even a trace of the smell of fire. Only one thing is consumed in the furnace — the bonds with which they have been tied up (v. 25). Is this not often the result of trial for the Christian? It sets him free from all kinds of hindrances with which the world had shackled him and allows him to walk in company with the Lord Jesus.
The king's fury has given place to dismay (v. 24). By putting their lives at risk, these young witnesses have been able to show him the reality of their faith and to open his eyes to the existence of their God.


April 30

Daniel 4:1-18

1Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.2I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me.3How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.4I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace:5I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me.6Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream.7Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof.8But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying,9O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.10Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great.11The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth:12The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it.13I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven;14He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches:15Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth:16Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him.17This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.18This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee.


This chapter gives us, without comment, a proclamation by Nebuchadnezzar – a speech truly quite different from those usually made by heads of state! It consists rather of a testimony rendered before all the inhabitants of the world. In our measure, let us not fear to tell aloud what the Lord has done for us.
The king begins by recalling his former condition. He was at peace (v. 4) – but it was a deceptive peace; he was flourishing – but a man's life does not consist in his possessions (Luke 12:15); all that the Most High God had put into his hands had only served to feed his pride and self-satisfaction. To wrest him from his false security, a dream is sent to him which has the happy result of frightening and distressing him (v. 5). A salutary fear, this! Anxiety is often the first sign that God is working in the conscience. But once again it is only after having exhausted every human resource: magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans and soothsayers, and when their powerlessness has been demonstrated (2 Tim. 3:9), that Nebuchadnezzar is ready to accept Daniel's interpretation. He discerns in him "the spirit of the holy gods" (vv. 8, 18; cf. Gen. 41:38). Only the Spirit of God can explain the Word of God (1 Cor. 2:11).



May 1

Daniel 4:19-27

19Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies.20The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth;21Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation:22It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.23And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him;24This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king:25That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.26And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.27Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.


We may well understand the inward conflict that takes place in Daniel's heart when he discovers the significance of the dream. To tell the truth in such circumstances is to risk death. But he does not flinch. The awareness of the commission he has received from God gives him courage to unfold before the king's eyes the plan of his destiny. Such courage excludes neither wisdom nor gentleness; he knows how to speak in a spirit of grace, seasoned with salt (Col. 4:6). May the Lord encourage us by the example of this faithful servant. We, who know from the Word what the eternal destiny of unrepentant sinners is to be, must not hide this terrible aspect of the truth for fear of displeasing men.
The great tree, a picture of the king, also represents the world at large (see Ezek. 31:3-9). Proud and flourishing (v. 4), the world is organised to satisfy all the needs and all the lusts of the human race. Its protective shade and its various "branches" ostensibly offer a place and food to each one (v. 21). The world forgets only one thing, that is that "the Most High ruleth" (v. 25). As a result, judgment is going to fall upon it and God, by His Word, warns everyone of it: "Break off thy sins," He says (v. 27), "and be reconciled to God" (cf. Isa. 58:6-7).


May 2

Daniel 4:28-37

28All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.29At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.30The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?31While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.32And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.33The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.34And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:35And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?36At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellers and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.37Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.


God's patience granted the king twelve months to turn from his sins (vv. 27, 29). Alas! their secret root, pride, only made them increase more and more (Dan. 5:20). The day comes when Nebuchadnezzar himself gives the signal for disaster to strike: he utters the senseless phrase by which he reaches out to equality with God (v. 30). He has not finished speaking when the divine sentence falls from heaven, and what is pronounced takes place at "the same hour." What a spectacle! The greatest person on earth loses his reason, reduced to the level of a stupid beast. In fact, the only thing that raises a man up is submission to the will of God.
As soon as the king learns to lift his gaze upward, he is reinstated. He who from the top of his palace had sounded forth the might of his power and the glory of his majesty, now proclaims before all the world, "I . . . praise and extol and honour the King of heaven . . . What a change in the heart of this man: yesterday an infidel, today a worshipper!
He recognises the rightness of the solemn lesson he has learnt. The Most High who "setteth up . . . the basest of men" (v. 17) "is able to abase those that walk in pride" (v. 37; Luke 18:14). Psalm 2:10 may well serve as a conclusion to this account: "Be wise now therefore, O ye kings . . ."


May 3

Daniel 5:1-12

1Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.2Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.3Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.4They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.5In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.6Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.7The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.8Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof.9Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied.10Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed:11There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;12Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.


The time of Nebuchadnezzar had been marked by the persecution of the faithful (Dan. 3). That of his successor, Belshazzar, is characterised on the contrary by religious indifference, easy abundance and pleasure seeking. In the world's history such periods recur; our "enlightened" and tolerant times closely resemble those of the impious Belshazzar.
In some countries believers are no longer persecuted. But God is offended in another way; we have a picture of it in this feast. The sacrilegious king is not afraid to have the holy vessels from the temple brought to adorn his table. The orgy is in full swing . . . when "over against the candlestick, upon the plaister of the wall" (cf. Num. 8:2), a hand appears, writes some words and disappears . . . The king is as white as a sheet; his knees knock; the nobles are petrified. Which of his wise men will read the dreaded writing? (1 Cor. 1:19). The careless and worldly prince does not know Daniel (cf. Ex. 1:8). But the queen-mother knows where to find him. She no more took part in the feast than did the prophet. Separation from the world and spiritual discernment go together.
God warns people of our generation less by mysterious events than by His plain Word.


May 4

Daniel 5:13-31

13Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?14I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.15And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing:16And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.17Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.18O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:19And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down.20But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:21And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.22And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;23But hast lifted up thyself against the LORD of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:24Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.25And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.26This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.27TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.28PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.29Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.30In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.31And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.


This is the third time that Daniel appears on the scene in a moment of crisis to interpret the mind of God. But we are now in the last moments of Babylon's history. On this occasion the man of God does not hesitate in announcing its downfall. Belshazzar has taken no account of his father's testimony (v. 22). Daniel can only translate for him the irrevocable sentence. Three words suffice for God to pronounce the fate of Babylon and of its ruler. "Mene, Mene"; counted and re-counted. The repetition is remarkable! It is as if the righteous God carefully checked His addition before the final verdict (cf. Gen. 18:21). "Weighed"! Ah! this frivolous monarch and his nobles, "laid in the balance . . . are altogether lighter than vanity" (Ps. 62:9). Finally, "Divided"! The Most High, who "ruleth in the kingdom of men," is about to give this kingdom to others (Dan. 4:17). History relates how Cyrus the Persian, having diverted the course of the Euphrates (which flows through Babylon), made use of its dry bed to make his way into the city with his troops, under the cover of night and the orgy at the palace. May this solemn account be of instruction to us also! Let us watch and be sober so as not to be surprised by the coming of the Lord.


May 5

Daniel 6:1-16

1It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom;2And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.3Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.4Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.5Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.6Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever.7All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellers, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.8Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.9Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.10Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.11Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.12Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.13Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day.14Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.15Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.16Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.


The empire of the "head of gold" came to an end in a single night. Present at its inception, Daniel also witnessed its fall 70 years later. We find the prophet, an old man of nearly 90, rising above both the happenings and the individuals. He is no more impressed by human splendour than by its downfall. Although a stranger (in the moral sense as well as the actual), he served with equal diligence the vain Nebuchadnezzar, the worldly Belshazzar and now the feeble Darius (cf. 1 Peter 2:18 . . .). This faithfulness earns him the confidence of his sovereign and the jealousy of his colleagues. These latter conspire against him, and the king, hoodwinked by their hypocritical scheme, signs his irrevocable decree. But Daniel, good servant though he be, cannot submit to it. Indeed – and it needed this wicked plot for us to learn of it – the man of God had a devout habit. Three times a day he used to kneel in his room to call upon his God (read 1 Kings 8:48, 50; Ps. 55:17).
Dear friends, we are able to get on our knees as often as we wish, without any anxiety. Let us make use of this privilege to find in prayer, like Daniel, the hidden source of strength and wisdom.


May 6

Daniel 6:16-28

16Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.17And a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel.18Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him.19Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.20And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?21Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.22My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.23Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.24And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den.25Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.26I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.27He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.


The miracle of the furnace in Daniel 3 is now repeated in the lions' den. The man of God is spared from the jaws of the wild beasts like his three friends previously were from the heat of the fire. Hebrews 11:33-34 shows us their common secret: by faith . . . they "stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire." We may wonder why God delivered these servants, while so many others laid down their lives as martyrs at the stake or in the arena (cf. Heb. 11:37). It is essentially to show His power that God protected these witnesses; here He is in confrontation with Darius. This episode in the prophet's life corresponds word for word with the experience described in Psalm 57:4-5, and the solemn v. 6.
Daniel reminds us very much of the Lord Jesus. Faithful from beginning to end, that is how Christ was. He was a stranger, separate from the world but always ready to do good in it and to reveal the mind of God. Like Daniel, He gave no grounds for any accusation and was condemned without cause for His very faithfulness (cf. v. 4). But He rose triumphant out of death (the domain of the roaring lion; Ps. 22:13, 21) which is to be the portion of the wicked. Yes, glory to our Redeemer! 


May 7

Daniel 7:1-14

1In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.2Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.3And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.4The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.5And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.6After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.7After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.8I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.9I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.10A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.11I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.12As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.14And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.


Let us keep in mind the outline of this Book of Daniel. In the first six chapters we see the life of this man of God. In the last six we hear his prophecies.
It is Daniel's turn to have a dream, of which the general subject is the same as that of Nebuchadnezzar in ch. 2. But this time the four successive kingdoms of the times of the Gentiles are seen in the likeness of beasts. Babylon is featured as the lion with eagle's wings (cf. Jer. 4:7; Jer. 49:19, 22, 30); Persia is represented by the bear, fierce and rapacious; the Grecian empire by the leopard, swift and impetuous. As to the fourth beast that emerges, "dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly", there exists nothing in all the animal creation monstrous enough to lend its name to it (Dan. 2:40). It represents the Roman empire, particularly in the form that it will assume in the future: that of ten horns (or ten kings), with a little horn predominant. This last represents the head of the empire, a vassal of Satan, a man of unparalleled intelligence and insight, serving a boundless ambition, uttering blasphemies.
"I beheld till . . ." (v. 9; cf. Dan. 2:34). "The Ancient of days", God Himself, will suddenly destroy this incarnation of the spirit of evil, before giving to the Son of Man "dominion, and glory, and a kingdom" (v. 14).


May 8

Daniel 7:15-28

15I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me.16I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things.17These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.18But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.19Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet;20And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.21I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;22Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.23Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.24And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.25And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.26But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.27And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.28Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.


If these prophetic subjects appear difficult to us, let us imitate Daniel, who had the desire to know the truth (v. 19) and who asked that he may do so (v. 16). These events, now so near to hand, should interest us for more than one reason. Firstly they concern the form this world of ours will take after the Church has been removed. We can already clearly see arising these trends which will lead to this frightening final scene: oppression and violence (v. 19); the denial of all relationship with God (beasts; read 2 Peter 2:12); the senseless exaltation of man (this horn which rises up and speaks very great things).
Next let us not forget that witnesses called "the saints of the most High" will live through this tragic period. They will have to suffer; they will be worn out (v. 25), but then they will receive the kingdom, and judgment will be given in their favour (vv. 18, 22; Rev. 20:4). And what in v. 14 has been given to the Son of Man will equally be given to the people of the saints of the most High (v. 27). They will have been trodden down (v. 23) by these same "dominions" (v. 27): they in their turn will receive this dominion when the Lord, who beyond all others has been faithful unto death, will associate His own with Himself in grace, in order to reign with them (Ps. 149:5-9).


May 9

Daniel 8:1-14

1In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.2And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.3Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.4I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.5And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.6And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had there seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.7And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.8Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.9And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.10And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.11Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.12And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.13Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?14And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.


The new vision, given to Daniel before the end of the first empire (v. 1), looks on already to the connection between the second kingdom (Persia) and the third (Greece), and also to the final phase of the latter. The Medo-Persian dominion (the ram) must be struck down and ousted by "the he-goat", that is the Grecian empire. This in its turn was to be dismembered on the death of Alexander the Great and to be shared between four of his generals (v. 8). In every detail, this vision has been remarkably confirmed by history. After this, the prophecy, without any transition, passes right over this present period and takes us to the "time of the end" (v. 17). While the West is to be governed by "the Beast" (Dan. 7), another extremely powerful personality will arise in the East, in the place once occupied by one of the other "horns". This is the Assyrian, mentioned by other prophets. His sole ambition will be to become great, to lift himself ever higher. He will reach out in the direction of "the pleasant land" (Israel, v. 9); in his profane rashness he will put a stop to the worship of God at Jerusalem. Nothing will match his pride and folly. And yet! . . . to trample under foot heavenly gifts and the sacrifice of Christ, to cast the truth down to the ground, this is the attitude of all those who deny the faith (vv. 9, 12).


May 10

Daniel 8:15-27

15And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man.16And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.17So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.18Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.19And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.20The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.21And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.22Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.23And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.24And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.25And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.26And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.27And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.


The angel Gabriel is sent to explain to Daniel the vision which has frightened him so much. In the latter times of the kingdom yet to come – that of the North, the Grecian empire – when man's wickedness will have reached its climax (v. 23), a king will arise called the Assyrian, different from the little horn of Daniel 7. This man will make use of his extraordinary intelligence to do evil (vv. 24, 25). Finally he will dare to attack Christ. Then he will be broken by God's direct intervention ("without hand"), in contrast to those empires in whose history we see God using the one to overthrow the other (Job 34:20).
Thus this chapter has shown us how the horns of the ram (the Medo-Persian empire) have been broken and replaced by the horn of the he-goat (the Grecian empire), and afterwards by the arrogant king himself. God allows this man to arise, to dispose of his rivals, to fill the earth with his exploits, but his end is to be broken (Prov. 6:15). History supplies us with more than one example of men of his type. Such was Alexander, called "the Great", that impetuous conqueror who died at 33 years of age, after having won an immense empire. He illustrates no doubt better than many others those words of the Lord Jesus, "What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Matt. 16:26).


May 11

Daniel 9:1-14

1In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;2In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.3And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:4And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;5We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:6Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.7O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.8O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.9To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him;10Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.11Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.12And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.13As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth.14Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.


This beautiful chapter shows us Daniel making use of the two resources which are always at our disposal: the Word and prayer. This time he is not instructed by a vision, but by searching the Scriptures. They teach him: 
1. that Israel's deliverance is near (v. 2; read Jer. 29:10 . . .); 
2. for what motive the hand of God has struck down and scattered his people and on what conditions restoration can take place (v. 2; read Lev. 26:40 . . .); 
3. the right attitude, so that God may hear and forgive (read 1 Kings 8:47 . . .). 
Turning towards Jerusalem, Daniel takes up word for word the expressions uttered by Solomon, "We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly . . ." (vv. 5, 15; Dan. 6:10). Not only is Daniel presented to us as beyond reproach, but also as one who suffered, during a lifetime of exile, the consequences of the sins of others. But note! He nevertheless confesses the iniquity as being his own; he experiences the grief and humiliation before God that result from it; he takes on himself the transgressions of his people. This is what Christ has done perfectly. Devoid of all sin, He has taken up our sins and has confessed them as if they were His, enduring alone in our stead the chastisement we had deserved (Ps. 40:12).


May 12

Daniel 9:15-27

15And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.16O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us.17Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.18O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.19O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.20And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God;21Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.22And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.23At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.


Daniel is not acting here as a prophet (cf. v. 6). He is rather making himself Israel's advocate and knows how to find the appropriate arguments to touch the heart of God. He asks Him to intervene . . . "for the Lord's sake" (v. 17), "for thy great mercies" (v. 18), "for thine own sake . . . for thy city and thy people are called by thy name" (v. 19; cf. Ps. 25:11; Lev. 22:32). Such a prayer is infinitely acceptable to God, who hastens to answer it. Again His messenger is Gabriel, the same one as is to be chosen to announce the birth of the Saviour and of His forerunner (Luke 1:19, 26). But here the angel is not charged with a happy message; far from it! He gives Daniel understanding about the following: 
1. the rejection of Messiah after 69 (7+62) weeks of years – these 483 (69 x 7) years are to be counted from the beginning of the reconstruction of Jerusalem in the days of Nehemiah; 
2. the destruction of the city and of the temple by the Romans under Titus (v. 26); 
3. in a time still to come, the tragic mistake on the part of the Jews, blinded by Satan, in receiving instead of Christ a "desolator", the Anti-christ (v. 27 JND trans.). 
In Matthew 24:15 . . ., the Lord Jesus solemnly confirms Daniel's prophecies.


May 13

Daniel 10:1-14

1In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision.2In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks.3I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.4And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel;5Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz:6His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.7And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.8Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength.9Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground.10And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands.11And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling.12Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.14Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days.


Sometimes God answers the prayers of His own at once. In Daniel 9:21 His word comes to Daniel while he is still praying. Sometimes on the other hand, as in this chapter, He delays His intervention so as to put to the test the reality of our desires and the constancy of our faith. But even if at times we have to pray for a long while before we receive an answer, let us never conclude that God does not listen (1 John 5:14). He assures Daniel that his prayer has been heard from the first day. This v. 12 shows us the moral state that is acceptable to God and is accordingly able to open communication with heaven. Let us hold on to Daniel's secret: he set his heart to understand and chastened himself.
If we compare the vision of vv. 5, 6 with that of John on the isle of Patmos (Rev. 1:13-16), we understand that the One who appears here in all the attributes of sovereign righteousness can only be the Messiah who was cut off (Dan. 9:26) and who will also be glorified. In the presence of such a Person, the godliest of men is overcome with mortal dread. (To be the channel of divine revelation, death must first work in us – 2 Cor. 4:12). But the same gracious word comes to assure Daniel, and later John, "Fear not"; "O man greatly beloved, fear not" (vv. 12, 19).


May 14

Daniel 10:15-21; Daniel 11:1-9

15And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb.16And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength.17For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.18Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me,19And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.20Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.21But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.
1Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.2And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia.3And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will.4And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.5And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.6And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these times.7But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail:8And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the north.9So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land.


Before we consider the visible aspect of this prophecy, ch. 10 gives us a view of its hidden aspect: the heavenly counterpart of events down here. All the time the great men of this world think they are free, they are really like puppets; they are activated from above by satanic "principalities and powers", which pull the strings, as it were, of their desires (Eph. 2:2). But God also has legions of angels with their leaders (Heb. 1:14), and, marvellous fact, we can bring into operation their invisible strength by our prayers, so as to fight the same battles as, and share the experience of Elijah and Daniel that "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (James 5:16).
In ch. 11, God unfolds before His prophet a wide vista of the events about to take place. Three Persian monarchs were to arise: Cambyses II, "Smerdis" the magician and Darius Hystaspes (respectively identified in Ezra 4:6-7 and 24). After them, the rich and powerful Xerxes (Ahasuerus of the Book of Esther) would mount a strong attack against Greece. Then would come the rapid rise to power of Alexander the Great (vv. 3, 4), the even more rapid dispersal of his kingdom to the "four winds" (striking illustration of the Book of Ecclesiastes), followed by the long drawn out struggles between his two principal successors.


May 15

Daniel 11:10-28

10But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress.11And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his hand.12And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it.13For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with much riches.14And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall.15So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand.16But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed.17He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.18After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him.19Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found.20Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.21And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.22And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant.23And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people.24He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.25And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him.26Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain.27And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.28Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.


This chapter announces and relates in detail the rivalry between two of the four dynasties which were to share between them Alexander's Grecian empire. In this king of the North we can identify the dynasty of the Seleucids, governing the countries situated to the north of Palestine: Syria, Asia Minor; whilst the kings of the South are the Ptolemies, in possession of Egypt. Between these two competing powers would alternate wars and peace treaties, accompanied by human flatteries, blackmail and threats, diplomatic marriages and assassinations. Relationships between the nations have hardly changed since then, and the history books present but a sad reflection of what the human heart contains: greed (v. 8), violence and crimes (v. 14), immorality (v. 17), deceit (v. 23), corruption (v. 24), treachery (v. 26), lies (v. 27).
These conflicts over the land of Israel (v. 16) kept these proud monarchies at odds for a few years, but after two thousand years how futile the conflicts appear.
International politics in the time of the Ptolemy and Seleucid kings are described here beforehand in such a precise manner that some unbelievers, who could not understand this, have done all they can to try to demonstrate that this chapter could only have been written after the happenings it foretells.


May 16

Daniel 11:29-45

29At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter.30For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.31And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.32And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.33And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.34Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.35And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.36And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.37Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.38But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.39Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.40And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.41He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.42He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.43But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.44But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.45And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.


"No prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation" (2 Peter 1:20). From v. 36 onwards, as the Lord's own words confirm, the events described are still future; intermediate events serve as a kind of preview and introduction to what is still to take place. Thus Antiochus Epiphanes, obviously referred to in v. 31, the king of Syria who, to avenge himself against the Jews, erected an idol-altar to Zeus in the Temple and then sacrificed a sow on it, is mainly a type of the future king of the North, or the Assyrian. To this prophetic personage vv. 40-45 are applicable, whilst vv. 36-39 concern the Anti-Christ, "the king", who in this same time of the end will cause himself to be worshipped at Jerusalem. He will be the awaited super-man, reuniting and fulfilling in his person, under Satan's domination, all the perverse, proud tendencies of the human heart. He will "do according to his will" (in absolute contrast to Christ – Heb. 10:7); he will utter the worst blasphemies against God, scorn His Christ, raise himself above all other by trade, violence and lies. Such is the spirit of Anti-Christ which it is not difficult to identify already in the world around us.


May 17

Daniel 12:1-13


1And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.2And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.3And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.4But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.5Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.6And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?7And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.8And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?9And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.10Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.11And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.12Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.13But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.


The fulfilment of the first events described in this prophecy is the guarantee that those announced for the time of the end will doubtless take place. The present time of grace is like a long parenthesis whose interruption to the course of prophecy will soon have lasted two thousand years. It gives to everyone the opportunity to be converted, so as to take shelter from the judgment to come.
Among Daniel's people "everyone that shall be found written in the book" will be delivered (v. 1). Those who are called "wise" will be raised to everlasting life, the others to the horror of "everlasting contempt." Thus will be accomplished the "time appointed" for judgment; the fate of each individual will be positively determined and nothing on earth will stand in the way of the unfolding of the counsels of God. Prophecy, let us not forget, always has Israel in focus. Even the history of Gentile kingdoms is viewed in relation to the chosen people. However, God's thoughts are invariably centred on the glory of Christ. This is why they are sealed and hidden from the wicked, whilst the wise are invited to understand them. And we shall understand them also in so far as we have the glory of the Lord Jesus at heart.


May 18

Hosea 1:1-11

1The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.2The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.3So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son.4And the LORD said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel.5And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.6And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them away.7But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen.8Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son.9Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.10Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.11Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel.


The prophecy of Hosea, contemporary with Isaiah, takes us back to the times of the second Book of Kings, before the captivity of Israel and Judah. It is mainly addressed to the ten tribes (often called by the name of Ephraim, their head), who lapsed into idolatry more quickly than Judah. Defiled by their idols, unfaithful to the covenant with their God, Israel is represented by the impure woman the prophet is called upon to take for his wife. Even the names given to his children signify condemnation (cf. Isa. 8:1-4). Let us keep in mind that the expressions to commit whoredom", or "fornication", in these chapters means to turn away from God and to be joined to idols. Israel have themselves broken the links uniting them with the LORD. Nevertheless v. 10, quoted by Paul in Romans, teaches us that Israel's transgression has had an unexpected and marvellous result: believers "not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles" are henceforth called "children of the living God" (Rom. 9:24-26). This living God becomes a Father. The sentence "Lo-ammi" (not my people) pronounced on guilty Israel is followed by the call of a heavenly people, a family, enjoying with their God and Father an indissoluble relationship, which not even our sins can destroy (1 Peter 2:10).
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Hosea 2:1-17

1Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ru-hamah.2Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts;3Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst.4And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they be the children of whoredoms.5For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.6Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths.7And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now.8For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal.9Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness.10And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out of mine hand.11I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts.12And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them.13And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD.14Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.15And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.16And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali.17For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name.


Israel's case is indefensible (v. 2; cf. Isa. 1:18). After a series of crushing accusations, God pronounces the verdict on the unfaithfulness of His people. "Therefore . . . I will hedge up thy way" (v. 6); "Therefore will I. . . take away my corn . . ." (v. 9); "Therefore . . .", and an even more severe punishment might be expected. But what does v. 14 announce? "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her". Incomparable grace of God! The sin of His people becomes an opportunity for Him to display His infinite mercy. Instead of turning away the ungrateful, guilty "wife", He takes her by the hand, and alone with her, speaks to her in such a way as to touch her heart. But why mention that sinister "Valley of Achor"? Was it not a reminder of the sin of Achan and its tragic consequences? (Joshua 7:26). Well. God has chosen it so as to make it henceforward "a door of hope" (cf. Isa. 65:10). Morally the same applies for us. The valley of trouble (meaning of Achor), the place where we have to do with God about our past sins, becomes "a door of hope". Thus God shows us that our enjoyment of fellowship with Him must begin with the confession of our sins.
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Hosea 2:18-23; Hosea 3:1-5

18And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.19And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.20I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.21And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the LORD, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth;22And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.23And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.
1Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine.2So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley:3And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for another man: so will I also be for thee.4For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim:5Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.


In his own particular abrupt style, the prophet alternates, with no transition, between the description of Israel's tragic state and promises of restoration (vv. 18-23). God's grace will establish new links with His people. They will no longer be slaves, like this wife, whom Hosea bought back (Hosea 3:2); they will no longer say "my master", but "my husband" (Hosea 2:16). "I will betroth thee unto me", the LORD repeats three times so as to seal His engagement (vv. 19, 20). Like the ring on the finger of a young fiancÃ©e, this promise should have spoken to the heart of the poor people, to persuade them jealously to keep their affection for the LORD (cf. Jer. 2:2). Similarly, we think of the Church which should be entirely for Christ; "I have espoused you to one husband," says Paul to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 11:2); he also unfolds in Ephesians 5:25-27 what the Lord Jesus has done, what He is doing and what He will do for the Church.
The short prophecy of ch. 3 describes in a striking way the actual condition of the children of Israel: they now have neither a king nor worship (whether of idols or of the LORD, v. 4). Israel's house is empty, swept and garnished, ready for the fulfilment of Matthew 12:45. But afterwards will come their repentance and their re-establishment in divine blessing by the LORD's goodness (v. 5).
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Hosea 4:1-19

1Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.2By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.3Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away.4Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.5Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother.6My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.7As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame.8They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their iniquity.9And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward them their doings.10For they shall eat, and not have enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: because they have left off to take heed to the LORD.11Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.12My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God.13They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the shadow thereof is good: therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit adultery.14I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, nor your spouses when they commit adultery: for themselves are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: therefore the people that doth not understand shall fall.15Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Beth-aven, nor swear, The LORD liveth.16For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer: now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place.17Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.18Their drink is sour: they have committed whoredom continually: her rulers with shame do love, Give ye.19The wind hath bound her up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.


Vv. 1, 2 remind us of Romans 3:9-19, a passage which refers not only to the Jews but to all men. However, Israel also has this to answer for, that they have had the "oracles of God", but have deliberately rejected their knowledge of them and have forgotten the Law (v. 6; Rom. 3:2). They have committed themselves to idols, becoming unfaithful to their God (v. 12). Christians, does not their attitude speak to us? There are a thousand ways and opportunities of disregarding the authority the Lord should have over our lives.
What will be the punishment this time for these wretched people? The most terrible that can be: rejection. Their condition is incurable, hopeless. God renounces His claim on them and declares, "I will also forget thy children" (v. 6), "I will not punish your daughters . . ." (v. 14) and further on, "Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone" (v. 17). However, this appalling picture of the corruption of the ten tribes should at least serve as a warning to Judah. Gilgal and Bethel (the house of God), places associated with promise and blessing in Israel's history, are become centres of iniquity, capitals of profane religion. The LORD solemnly warns Judah not to go up to either (v. 15).
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Hosea 5:1-15

1Hear ye this, O priests; and hearken, ye house of Israel; and give ye ear, O house of the king; for judgment is toward you, because ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Tabor.2And the revolters are profound to make slaughter, though I have been a rebuker of them all.3I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for now, O Ephraim, thou committest whoredom, and Israel is defiled.4They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God: for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst of them, and they have not known the LORD.5And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them.6They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; but they shall not find him; he hath withdrawn himself from them.7They have dealt treacherously against the LORD: for they have begotten strange children: now shall a month devour them with their portions.8Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah: cry aloud at Beth-aven, after thee, O Benjamin.9Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I made known that which shall surely be.10The princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound: therefore I will pour out my wrath upon them like water.11Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, because he willingly walked after the commandment.12Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah as rottenness.13When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound.14For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him.15I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.


The prophet speaks particularly to Israel's leaders: the priests and the house of the king. Those who ought to have set an example have become a snare to the people (v. 1). The result is terrible: "They have plunged themselves in the corruption of apostasy" (v. 2, JND trans.). In Hosea 4:15 the LORD had entreated Judah not to imitate Ephraim. In vain! Immediately after announcing the fall of the latter, v. 5 adds, "Judah also shall fall with them". What self-will and what pride on the part of these wretched Israelites! "They will not frame their doings to return unto their God" (v. 4). Moreover, as if nothing had happened, they draw near to the LORD with sacrifices. But they do not find Him (v. 6), for it is an insult to God to claim to fulfil religious service without the question of sins first being put right with Him. Ephraim discovers his sickness (v. 13). But instead of consulting the Great Physician, confessing his guilt (v. 15), he turns to Assyria. This is how many people act. When their conscience makes them ill at ease, rather than humbling themselves before God, they go and seek help and distraction in a world that is unable to cure them.
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Hosea 6:1-11

1Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up.2After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.3Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.4O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away.5Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth.6For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.7But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there have they dealt treacherously against me.8Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and is polluted with blood.9And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of priests murder in the way by consent: for they commit lewdness.10I have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel: there is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel is defiled.11Also, O Judah, he hath set an harvest for thee, when I returned the captivity of my people.


Hosea has just explained what God is waiting for before healing Israel: ". . . till they acknowledge their offence" (Hosea 5:15). It is touching to see the prophet, just afterwards, take the people by the hand as it were and say to them, "Come, and let us return unto the LORD . . . He who has smitten us will bind up our wounds." A shepherd once explained how he had to break the leg of a restless sheep, so as to make it depend on him and so by his care attach it to himself. V. 4 again describes the moral condition of the people . . . and, alas, that of many Christians. How many who have once experienced a conversion full of promise could now have this rebuke addressed to them, ". . . your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away" (v. 4; Rev. 2:4). Oh, that despite those contacts with the world which sap our strength, the Lord might maintain in our hearts our first love for Himself! In vain do Ephraim and Judah bring flocks and herds for sacrifice (Hosea 5:6). The LORD answers them, "I desired mercy, and not sacrifice" (v. 6, quoted by the Lord on two occasions when addressing the Pharisees: Matt. 9:13; Matt. 12:7). Love for Christ and love for our neighbour which flows from it is the only motive God recognises for whatever service we may undertake (1 Cor. 13:1-3).
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Hosea 7:1-16

1When I would have healed Israel, then the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered, and the wickedness of Samaria: for they commit falsehood; and the thief cometh in, and the troop of robbers spoileth without.2And they consider not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness: now their own doings have beset them about; they are before my face.3They make the king glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies.4They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker, who ceaseth from raising after he hath kneeded the dough, until it be leavened.5In the day of our king the princes have made him sick with bottles of wine; he stretched out his hand with scorners.6For they have made ready their heart like an oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker sleepeth all the night; in the morning it burneth as a flaming fire.7They are all hot as an oven, and have devoured their judges; all their kings are fallen: there is none among them that calleth unto me.8Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people; Ephraim is a cake not turned.9Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth not.10And the pride of Israel testifieth to his face: and they do not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him for all this.11Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart: they call to Egypt, they go to Assyria.12When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will bring them down as the fowls of the heaven; I will chastise them, as their congregation hath heard.13Woe unto them! for they have fled from me: destruction unto them! because they have transgressed against me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies against me.14And they have not cried unto me with their heart, when they howled upon their beds: they assemble themselves for corn and wine, and they rebel against me.15Though I have bound and strengthened their arms, yet do they imagine mischief against me.16They return, but not to the most High: they are like a deceitful bow: their princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue: this shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.


"I would have healed Israel" (v. 1). "I would redeem them . . ." (v. 13 JND trans.). The Lord's desire is the same towards you, if you are not yet converted. But His desire must be reciprocated (John 5:6). Later on, the Lord Jesus would say the same thing to Jerusalem: ". . . I would have gathered thy children . . . and ye would not" (Luke 13:34).
We have already considered the wretched condition of Israel, portrayed by an adulterous woman (Hosea 2) and by an obstinate heifer (Hosea 4:16). Here they are compared in turn to a mass of leavened dough (v. 4), to a cake baked on one side only (v. 8), to a silly dove (v. 11), to a faulty bow (v. 16). The LORD, speaking ironically, puts His mark on both their pride and their lack of intelligence. Contact with foreign nations has had the effect of exhausting Ephraim's strength. "Grey hairs" (v. 9) are a sign that energy is failing, "yet he knoweth not". Let us recognise that, so far as we are concerned, fraternising with the world in whatever form breaks a Christian's communion with the Lord and takes away, without his being aware of it, all his spiritual energy. The example of Samson confirms this in a most solemn way (Judges 16: 19, 20).


May 25

Hosea 8:1-14

1Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an eagle against the house of the LORD, because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed against my law.2Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know thee.3Israel hath cast off the thing that is good: the enemy shall pursue him.4They have set up kings, but not by me: they have made princes, and I knew it not: of their silver and their gold have they made them idols, that they may be cut off.5Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast thee off; mine anger is kindled against them: how long will it be ere they attain to innocency?6For from Israel was it also: the workman made it; therefore it is not God: but the calf of Samaria shall be broken in pieces.7For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk: the bud shall yield no meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up.8Israel is swallowed up: now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure.9For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by himself: Ephraim hath hired lovers.10Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now will I gather them, and they shall sorrow a little for the burden of the king of princes.11Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin.12I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.13They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine offerings, and eat it; but the LORD accepteth them not; now will he remember their iniquity, and visit their sins: they shall return to Egypt.14For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples; and Judah hath multiplied fenced cities: but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof.


Heralded by a trumpet blast, judgments are about to be poured out on the guilty nation (cf. Matt. 24:28, 31; Rev. 8:6 . . .). Those who would protest loudly, "My God, we know thee" (v. 2) will evoke this implacable reply, "I tell you, I know you not . . ." (Luke 13:27). Matthew 7:21 cites those false Christians who cry "Lord, Lord!" without ever having paid heed to the divine will. In this way vv. 2-4 stress the contradiction between the expression "My God" and the spirit of total independence shown by the nation. Whereas once it was God who appointed the kings and laid down the procedures for the temple worship, now Israel had themselves chosen their kings and established the basis for an idolatrous religion (vv. 4, 5, 11; 1 Kings 12:20, 28-33). In Christendom today, everyone thinks he is able to choose his system of worship, and in the sects and churches there is that which will satisfy every point of view.
The children of Israel will be "a vessel wherein is no pleasure" (v. 8; Isa. 30:14). "The LORD accepteth them not" (v. 13). May each one of us be "a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work." But let us not forget the obligation of "everyone that nameth the name of Christ" (2 Tim. 2:19-22).
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Hosea 9:1-17

1Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved a reward upon every cornfloor.2The floor and the winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her.3They shall not dwell in the LORD's land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall eat unclean things in Assyria.4They shall not offer wine offerings to the LORD, neither shall they be pleasing unto him: their sacrifices shall be unto them as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be polluted: for their bread for their soul shall not come into the house of the LORD.5What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast of the LORD?6For, lo, they are gone because of destruction: Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis shall bury them: the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns shall be in their tabernacles.7The days of visitation are come, the days of recompence are come; Israel shall know it: the prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred.8The watchman of Ephraim was with my God: but the prophet is a snare of a fowler in all his ways, and hatred in the house of his God.9They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah: therefore he will remember their iniquity, he will visit their sins.10I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time: but they went to Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their abominations were according as they loved.11As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird, from the birth, and from the womb, and from the conception.12Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them, that there shall not be a man left: yea, woe also to them when I depart from them!13Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place: but Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer.14Give them, O LORD: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts.15All their wickedness is in Gilgal: for there I hated them: for the wickedness of their doings I will drive them out of mine house, I will love them no more: all their princes are revolters.16Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yet will I slay even the beloved fruit of their womb.17My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken unto him: and they shall be wanderers among the nations.


The historical events corresponding to these prophecies are related in 2 Kings 15:8 - 17:18. The last kings of Israel had thought it good politics to lean alternately on Egypt and on Assyria (v. 3; cf. Hosea 7:11-12; 2 Kings 17:4). This was precisely their undoing. For their part, those who escaped from Jerusalem and from Judah sought refuge in Egypt (at Noph or Memphis) rather than "dwell in the LORD's land", as Jeremiah enjoined them (v. 6; cf. v. 3; Jer. 42:10, 19). Alas! are we not like them? How often, when confronted with a difficulty, we seek man's help rather than the Lord's (Ps. 60:11). Ephraim would be denied offspring, would remain sterile and without fruit for God, like the fig tree which the Lord cursed (v. 16; Mark 11:12-14). This prophecy was fulfilled by the dispersion of the ten tribes, which will last until their re-establishment for the one thousand year reign of Christ. As to those properly called Jews (Judah and Benjamin), their fate since the rejection of the Messiah is to be "wanderers among the nations" (v. 17; Deut. 28:64-65). Not having known the time of their "visitation" in grace (Luke 19:44), they must be visited by judgment (v. 7).
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Hosea 10:1-15

1Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images.2Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty: he shall break down their altars, he shall spoil their images.3For now they shall say, We have no king, because we feared not the LORD; what then should a king do to us?4They have spoken words, swearing falsely in making a covenant: thus judgment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field.5The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Beth-aven: for the people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, because it is departed from it.6It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb: Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel.7As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon the water.8The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars; and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us.9O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: there they stood: the battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity did not overtake them.10It is in my desire that I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered against them, when they shall bind themselves in their two furrows.11And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth to tread out the corn; but I passed over upon her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall break his clods.12Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.13Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men.14Therefore shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dashed in pieces upon her children.15So shall Bethel do unto you because of your great wickedness: in a morning shall the king of Israel utterly be cut off.


Their bread is described in Hosea 9:4 as "bread for their soul". "Israel . . . bringeth forth fruit unto himself," echoes our v. 1. Dear friends, what use do we make of that which the Lord has been able to entrust to us: strength, intelligence, memory, leisure, material goods . . .? Are they for His service or for the satisfaction of our own desires?
Vv. 5-8 comment in a caustic tone on the disappearance of the golden calf from Bethel (here called Beth-aven), the turmoil among the idolatrous priests and also the people, then the destruction of Samaria and the fate of its last king, whose name "Hoshea" corresponds to that of the prophet. But besides, we find here an allusion to Israel's distress when passing through the terrible final tribulation. The Lord, on His way to the cross, would quote the end of v. 8 to the daughters of Jerusalem (Luke 23:30), "The days will come . . .". Ah! Was there not still time to sow in righteousness so as to reap a harvest according to godliness, to dig a new patch of ground, to begin a new life – the product of a new birth? V. 12 is solemnly addressed to all those who put off the question of their salvation to a later date: "It is time to seek the LORD." Tomorrow you may not have the opportunity (Isa. 55:6-7).
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Hosea 11:1-12

1When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.2As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images.3I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed them.4I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.5He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his king, because they refused to return.6And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume his branches, and devour them, because of their own counsels.7And my people are bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most High, none at all would exalt him.8How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.9I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city.10They shall walk after the LORD: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west.11They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will place them in their houses, saith the LORD.12Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints.


V. 1 is quoted in Matthew 2:15 on the occasion of the flight into Egypt of the infant Jesus. Israel having failed entirely, God brings in His Son in their place (cf. Isa. 49:3). He is to begin the nation's history over again, this time entirely to the glory of God.
Having thus mysteriously marked out the One who will fulfil His thoughts of grace and salvation, God can allow His heart to speak freely. The punishment He has been obliged to execute has been still more painful for Himself than for the nation. His fatherly compassion have been awakened towards the wayward child. He recalls how He had taught Ephraim to walk, "taking them by their arms," giving them dainty food (Hosea 2:8). He had delivered them from bondage and bound them to Himself, but with cords of love. How sad it is to see Ephraim at the same time unaware of their moral ruin (Hosea 7:9) and of the care exercised by divine love. "They knew not that I healed them" (v. 3).
You, friend, who have perhaps strayed away from the Lord for quite a long while, should realise that all this time He has been working to restore you. His mercy is the answer to your misery. Does it not touch your heart? Let Him draw you and bring you back by the cords of His love.


May 29

Hosea 12:1-14

1Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth lies and desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt.2The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; according to his doings will he recompense him.3He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he had power with God:4Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us;5Even the LORD God of hosts; the LORD is his memorial.6Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually.7He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress.8And Ephraim said, Yet I am become rich, I have found me out substance: in all my labours they shall find none iniquity in me that were sin.9And I that am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn feast.10I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.11Is there iniquity in Gilead? surely they are vanity: they sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, their altars are as heaps in the furrows of the fields.12And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep.13And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.14Ephraim provoked him to anger most bitterly: therefore shall he leave his blood upon him, and his reproach shall his Lord return unto him.


Ephraim is in the same frame of mind as we later find the church at Laodicea. He expresses the same self-satisfaction, "I am become rich . . ." (v. 8; Rev. 3:17). But God does not take account of outward prosperity. Morally these people are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked, just as professing Christendom is today in God's eyes. By his lies, his deceit, his worldliness and his confidence in man, Ephraim has done everything to arouse the anger of the LORD, who will return "his reproach unto him" (v. 14: Deut. 28:37). Nevertheless, to show that the way of repentance is still open, God uses the history of Jacob, who was a cunning deceiver and supplanted his brother. But the patriarch had one day come face to face with God at Peniel, wrestled with Him and triumphed, not "by his strength" but by his tears and supplications. Later on, at Bethel, having purified his household, he had learnt to know Him by His name of Almighty God (Gen. 32:24 . . .; Gen. 35). What Jacob did in crying to the Lord, humbling himself, getting rid of strange gods, is just what Ephraim has not done. It is what we must not fail to do, taking for ourselves v. 6, "Turn thou to thy God; keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually" (cf. Isa. 31:6).


May 30

Hosea 13:1-16

1When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he died.2And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves.3Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney.4Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for there is no saviour beside me.5I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought.6According to their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me.7Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I observe them:8I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear them.9O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.10I will be thy king: where is any other that may save thee in all thy cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes?11I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath.12The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid.13The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him: he is an unwise son; for he should not stay long in the place of the breaking forth of children.14I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.15Though he be fruitful among his brethren, an east wind shall come, the wind of the LORD shall come up from the wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall be dried up: he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels.16Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall by the sword: their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped up.


Nothing more touching is spoken by God than this series of rebukes, of tender utterances and of invitations to return to happier times. But all has been in vain: God has had to pass judgment and to resort to His sovereign grace, which will lead Israel to repentance and to Himself "There is no saviour beside me," says the LORD. Ephraim will have to be convinced of it after having waited in vain for deliverance by the hand of their kings and of their judges (v. 10). "Neither is there salvation in any other," confirms Acts 4:12, speaking of the Name of Jesus.
God had known His people in the wilderness. There Israel went after Him in a land that was not sown (v. 5; Jer. 2:2). As one has said, so long as there was only God and the sand, they had no option but to count on the LORD step by step, whilst prosperity and plenty contributed later to their guilty estrangement (v. 6; Deut. 32:15, 18). Alas! This is so often the case in the life of the Christian. As soon as he feels that he need no longer count on the Lord for his daily needs, he is in danger of becoming proud and of forgetting the God on whom he depends.
1 Corinthians 15:55 echoes the shout of victory found in v. 14. Besides the promise about Israel's final deliverance, the Spirit lifts our gaze towards resurrection and the One who has conquered death.


May 31

Hosea 14:1-9

1O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.2Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips.3Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.4I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him.5I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.6His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.7They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon.8Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found.9Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.


A marvellous dialogue now takes place to conclude the long debate between the LORD and His people. The Spirit puts words of repentance into Israel's mouth (vv. 2, 3). God, who waits to see the first steps on the road of return (cf. Luke 15:20), at once promises, "I will heal their backsliding" (v. 4). To backslide from the Lord is indeed the most serious of diseases; it affects the soul. "I will love them freely," adds the LORD. His affections will be able to find unhindered expression in the richest of blessings (vv. 5-7). And how will Ephraim answer? By repudiating all involvement with idols (v. 8). The love of his God will henceforth satisfy him. Is our relationship with the Lord Jesus on this footing?
"Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all."
If we abide in His love, He will take pleasure in making us fruitful (v. 8 end; John 15:8-10).
So ends this prophecy of Hosea, whose very name was a promise, since it means deliverance. If we have been able to recognise ourselves more than once in the features of Ephraim, let us take to ourselves the solemn warnings he receives. "Who is wise . . .?" It is the one who, in every age, understands the mind of God and walks in His ways (v. 9).



June 1

Joel 1:1-20

1The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel.2Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers?3Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation.4That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.5Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.6For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion.7He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white.8Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.9The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD's ministers, mourn.10The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth.11Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished.12The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men.13Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God.14Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD,15Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.16Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God?17The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered.18How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate.19O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the trees of the field.20The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.


The Day of the LORD would be an appropriate title for Joel's prophecy. Evidently it does not refer to a day of 24 hours, but to a period still in the future when the will of God will be accomplished on earth as it is in heaven Matthew 6:10). Ever since the fall, man, led by his passions, has not ceased to do whatever pleases himself. We could say then that we are living in man's day. That is why, when the Lord intervenes to impose His will, it must be first of all by blows which will break man's pride. Morally in the lives of each one of us, the day of the Lord dawns at the moment when we recognise His full authority over us.
In contrast to Hosea, a prophet of Israel, Joel's message is for Judah. He uses the opportunity presented by a series of calamities, namely the successive devastation of the country by different types of locust. Few sights are as impressive as an invasion by migratory locusts in the East. Think of this prodigious army of billions of insects descending on a fertile country and in no time reducing it to a desert!
From this disaster which occurred in his lifetime, Joel turns to a scourge still in the future: the invasion by the Assyrian.


June 2

Joel 2:1-17

1Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;2A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.3A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them.4The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run.5Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array.6Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness.7They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks:8Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.9They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief.10The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:11And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?12Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:13And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.14Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?15Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:16Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.17Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?


The LORD calls this cloud of ferocious invaders His army (vv. 11, 25), although it is led by the ungodly and proud Assyrian, for the latter is but the executor of His Word, the "rod of mine anger" (Isa. 10:5). When we pass through discipline, let us never lose sight of the faithful Hand which inflicts it on us. This setback, this trouble, this accident comes "from the Lord". Let us not be like an unruly child who, naively, thinks he will escape punishment by breaking the stick with which he expects to be beaten.
We can picture this immense onslaught; "there hath not been ever the like . . ." It overflows like an irresistible tide, over the walls and into the houses. The same invasion is called elsewhere "the overflowing scourge" (Isa. 28:15). Ah! is not this nightmare vision given to Israel beforehand as an appeal to their conscience? "Therefore also now" it is time for them – it is time for all – to return to God with their whole heart . . . "with weeping and with mourning . . . for he is gracious and merciful" (vv. 12, 13; read James 5:11).
"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion," repeats the prophet (vv. 1, 15; see Num. 10:9); it is a symbol of the urgent prayer of faith! Thus in the hour of danger the LORD will remember His own.


June 3

Joel 2:18-32

18Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.19Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen:20But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.21Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things.22Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength.23Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.24And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil.25And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you.26And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.27And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.28And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:29And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.30And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.31The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.32And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.


"Turn ye even to me," invites the LORD (v. 12). "Who knoweth if he will return . . . and leave a blessing behind him?" (v. 4). Who knows? As for us, we know very well that God is never unmoved by the tears and prayers of His own.
Moved with pity, He at once multiplies His promises: final destruction of the enemies of His people; abundance of material goods, compensating for and far surpassing the losses suffered (v. 25); and the most precious of these blessings which He leaves behind Him is His Spirit, generously poured out on the children of Israel as a witness to the whole world (v. 28). This time is yet to come, for Israel is, alas, not ready to receive this gift. But Peter, on the day of Pentecost, relies on this passage to explain to the Jews what has just taken place (Acts 2: 17).
"Whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered," affirms v. 32, quoted in Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:13. To call on the LORD is to lay claim by prayer to the Name of Jesus, the only Name by which we must be saved. Out of the gravest distress God will save – and save now – whoever turns to Him. "Repent . . . and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." This promise is valid today, valid for you.


June 4

Joel 3:1-21

1For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem,2I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land.3And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.4Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence? and if ye recompence me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence upon your own head;5Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things:6The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border.7Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompence upon your own head:8And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it.9Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up:10Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.11Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD.12Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.13Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great.14Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.15The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.16The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.17So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.18And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim.19Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land.20But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation.21For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.


The restoration of Judah and Jerusalem will be followed by the judgment of the nations. These will then make a tragic discovery: in scattering Israel, and in sharing out her country (v. 2 end), they have attacked God Himself "What have ye to do with me?" is the terrible question that comes down from heaven (v. 4). Saul of Tarsus also had to learn that in persecuting the Christians he was persecuting the Lord. Jesus (Acts 9:4-5).
The situation will be totally reversed; these nations will experience the fate they have brought upon God's people. Their "recompense" will fall on their own head; this is one of the unchangeable principles of God's government (see Gen. 9:6; Judges 1:7 etc.) Totally blinded, these nations in forging their weapons will thereby have created their own downfall. Then the sovereign Judge will call them together to the very place of their devastation (vv. 9-12). "Multitudes in the valley of decision"! (v. 14). This dreadful "wine harvest" will constitute the last act to introduce the day of the LORD (Rev. 14:18-20). Henceforth grace will be able to super-abound for a cleansed people (v. 21). And because they will be purified, the supreme favour: God Himself will establish His dwelling in the midst of them.


June 5

Amos 1:1-15

1The words of Amos, who was among the herdman of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.2And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.3Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron:4But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad.5I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.6Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them up to Edom:7But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces thereof:8And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.9Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant:10But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof.11Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever:12But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.13Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border:14But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, with shouting in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind:15And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, saith the LORD.


In order to deny the Bible's inspiration, unbelievers quote the number and diversity of the writers. But this is precisely what confirms it. The perfect agreement between the testimonies of the 40 writers stretching over 1,500 years, is an indisputable miracle. To construct an important building, an architect will call together a team including engineers, draughtsmen, technicians . . ., each member contributing his particular aptitude and expertise. This will not prevent the scheme being conceived by the architect and executed in accordance with his plan; it will bear his name. Similarly God has used a diversity of servants to give us His Word. Daniel was a prince, Jeremiah and Ezekiel were priests, Amos himself a simple herdsman (v. 1), but the divine call has placed him among the "holy men of God" who "spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (Amos 7:14-15; 2 Peter 1:21). His book therefore can but confirm the perfect harmony between all the parts of Scripture.
Amos begins where Joel's prophecy leaves off (cf. v. 2 and Joel 3:16). The latter spoke of the nations in their entirety; Amos names in succession Syria, Philistia, Tyre, Edom, Ammon (and Moab in Amos 2), so as to declare that each of those nations has now filled up the measure of its sins.


June 6

Amos 2:1-16

1Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime:2But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth: and Moab shall die with tumult, with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet:3And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will slay all the princes thereof with him, saith the LORD.4Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of the LORD, and have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked:5But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.6Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes;7That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy name:8And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and they drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.9Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots from beneath.10Also I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty years through the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite.11And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the LORD.12But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not.13Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.14Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself:15Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself.16And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith the LORD.


The list of transgressors does not end with Moab; Judah and Israel each have their place among the guilty nations! And Israel's sins even surpass those of all their neighbours. These have only perpetrated their wickedness against their enemies, whilst in Israel the strong have crushed the weak, defiled the Nazarites and shut the mouths of the prophets (v. 12). "They sold the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes" (v. 6; Amos 8:6); they have trodden under foot the poor, afflicted the just and turned aside "the poor in the gate from their right" (Amos 5:11-12).
We think of the Lord Jesus, so often spoken of as "the Just One" (e.g. Acts 22:14), or "the Poor" (Ps. 40: 17; Ps. 41:1). He was continually oppressed and afflicted, before being betrayed, sold, and finally put to death (James 2:6; James 5:6).
As if once more to emphasise His people's crimes, the LORD recalls His wonders in former times on their behalf. He had destroyed formidable enemies (v. 9); He had brought them up from Egypt and led them through the wilderness (v. 10). Acts of power and love which remind us of His work of salvation on behalf of all people! This work, too, met with the same dreadful ingratitude on their part. What is your response to the Lord's love?


June 7

Amos 3:1-15

1Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying,2You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.3Can two walk together, except they be agreed?4Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey? will a young lion cry out of his den, if he have taken nothing?5Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth, where no gin is for him? shall one take up a snare from the earth, and have taken nothing at all?6Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath not done it?7Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.8The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?9Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say, Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold the great tumults in the midst thereof, and the oppressed in the midst thereof.10For they know not to do right, saith the LORD, who store up violence and robbery in their palaces.11Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; An adversary there shall be even round about the land; and he shall bring down thy strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be spoiled.12Thus saith the LORD; As the shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria in the corner of a bed, and in Damascus in a couch.13Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord GOD, the God of hosts,14That in the day that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon him I will also visit the altars of Bethel: and the horns of the altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground.15And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; and the houses of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the LORD.


Israel was a family which God had chosen for Himself from among all the families of the earth. "Therefore . . .", continues the LORD, to show that His choice carried with it the strictest obligations. Let us say it once more: the closer the relationship, the greater the responsibility (read Matt. 11: 20-24). Identical faults will be assessed differently according to whether committed by a stranger, by a servant or by a son.
God prepares to visit His people in judgment. However, nothing will be done without prior warning. The lion's roar is the most effective alarm signal for cattle. Amos, the herdsman from Tekoa, knew it full well and seeks to turn the people from their indifference. "Publish . . . Hear ye . . .," he cries. But God is also going to speak with another voice to arouse the people from their slumber and from their hard-heartedness. Amos's whole prophecy is filled with allusions to an earthquake which was to occur two years later (Amos 1:1 end; Amos 2:13-16; Amos 3:14-15; Amos 6:11; Amos 9:1, 11, etc. . . .).
May we, who by grace belong to God's heavenly family, pay attention to all the ways in which our Father warns us.


June 8

Amos 4:1-13

1Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink.2The Lord GOD hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks.3And ye shall go out at the breaches, every cow at that which is before her; and ye shall cast them into the palace, saith the LORD.4Come to Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and bring your sacrifices every morning, and your tithes after three years:5And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publish the free offerings: for this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.6And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.7And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered.8So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.9I have smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your vineyards and your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.10I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men have I slain with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I have made the stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.11I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.12Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.13For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.


Formerly when the LORD sent plagues upon Egypt, He sheltered Israel from them (Ex. 8:22; Ex. 9:6-7, 26; Ex. 10:23; Ex. 12:12-13). What a changeover morally there now is (v. 1): we see Him constrained to strike down His own people "after the manner of Egypt" (v. 10). Famine, drought, parasites, pestilence, earthquake: five successive calamities with the purpose of speaking to the conscience of this rebellious nation. Alas! the sad refrain is repeated five times, ". . . yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD"! (vv. 6, 8, 9, 10, 11). Let us not accuse others! Does not the Lord use the same patience when dealing with us? If the measures He takes are often painful to us, it is always in sparing us "as a firebrand plucked out of the burning" (v. 11; cf. Zech. 3:2). Have we returned unto Him? Well, sooner or later we have to meet God! If we do not meet the Lord now in grace, by turning to Him with a repentant heart, He Himself will visit the sinner in judgment (Luke 12:58-59). "Prepare to meet thy God!"
What is the one and only way a person today can avoid this terrible meeting? It is by confessing his sins and accepting the pardon which the Lord Jesus freely bestows. Reader, are you ready?


June 9

Amos 5:1-13

1Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel.2The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon her land; there is none to raise her up.3For thus saith the Lord GOD; The city that went out by a thousand shall leave an hundred, and that which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, to the house of Israel.4For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live:5But seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Bethel shall come to nought.6Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Bethel.7Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth,8Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:9That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled shall come against the fortress.10They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly.11Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them.12For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right.13Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.


"Come to Bethel, and transgress," was the ironic invitation of Amos 4:4 – "at Gilgal multiply transgression . . .!" But now God pleads, "Seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal . . .". "Seek ye me, and ye shall live . . . Seek the LORD, and ye shall live" (vv. 4-6).
To live, man does not need religion; he needs a Saviour. Now the Lord Jesus is the way, the truth and the life; no man comes to the Father but by Him (John 14:6). Let us recognise the greatness of the One who has made and who upholds the worlds (Heb. 1:2-3). The Pleiades (the seven stars) and Orion, when we locate these constellations on a clear night, are beyond our understanding. We strive in vain to appreciate their stupendous distance. But the Son of God has accomplished a work which is so much more wonderful. He has changed the threatening shadow of eternal death, which was already lengthening round us, into morning light, swallowing it up in victory by His resurrection (v. 8). Darkness certainly still reigns in the world. Oppression and injustice occur all the time. But the Christian is not overwhelmed by them; even in "an evil time" (v. 13), he knows where to find his Saviour. "Seek him" (v. 8); this should be our motto each time we open our Bible (Ps. 27:8).


June 10

Amos 5:14-27

14Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken.15Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.16Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing.17And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD.18Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is darkness, and not light.19As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.20Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?21I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.22Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts.23Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols.24But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.25Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel?26But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves.27Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the LORD, whose name is The God of hosts.


"Good" is here identified with God (Ps. 4:6). "Seek good . . . that ye may live" (v. 14) corresponds to "Seek the LORD and ye shall live" (v. 6). Moreover, in order to seek good one must love it, in the same way that one will flee from evil to the extent that one is appalled by it (v. 15; Rom. 12:9). But some will say that it is not always easy to distinguish between good and evil. Quite true, and man's moral standards will scarcely help us to do it, since they can only compare man with man. The only sure guide is the Word of our God.
Like the multitudes in Christendom who repeat, "Thy kingdom come", and so call for the day of judgment, some were wishing for the day of the Lord . . . without realising that it would signify their downfall. They multiplied their religious observances: feast days, offerings, solemn assemblies, imagining that they were in this way hiding their real condition from God! "Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs," the LORD severely answers (v. 23) . . . Alas, how many hymns and prayers are nothing more than a futile noise before God! What He requires, let us not forget it, is truth in the heart (Ps. 51:6).
Stephen would later quote vv. 25-27 to the rulers of the Jews, to bring home to them for how long their nation had persisted in such grievous sin (Acts 7:42-43). 


June 11

Amos 6:1-14

1Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!2Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border?3Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near;4That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall;5That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick, like David;6That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.7Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be removed.8The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein.9And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one house, that they shall die.10And a man's uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the bones out of the house, and shall say unto him that is by the sides of the house, Is there yet any with thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the name of the LORD.11For, behold, the LORD commandeth, and he will smite the great house with breaches, and the little house with clefts.12Shall horses run upon the rock? will one plow there with oxen? for ye have turned judgment into gall, and the fruit of righteousness into hemlock:13Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we not taken to us horns by our own strength?14But, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the LORD the God of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of the wilderness.


Already as we have seen, the LORD had put His finger on the hardness of heart, the haughtiness, the selfishness and the love of ease of His wayward people (Amos 2:6; Amos 4:1; Amos 5:11; cf. 1 Cor. 10:24; 1 John 3:17). Their intelligence was used to further their own pleasure (v. 5). This state of things also speaks to our conscience! Is it not dishonest to use for our own benefit what the Lord has entrusted to us for His service? Besides, the way of our own desires leads us, spiritually, into the Enemy's bondage (cf. v. 7). Finally, going hand in hand with material prosperity and refined tastes, "they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph" (v. 6). Amos's contemporaries were no longer distressed by the division of Israel into two kingdoms. And today the same cause, that is to say the assiduous pursuit of our own comforts and of our own interests, produces the same effect: a blameworthy indifference to the state of ruin in the Church and the divisions between Christians.
V. 8 (JND trans.) confirms God's abhorrence of pride, the root of all sin. May the Lord teach us to judge it in ourselves, in its most flagrant as well as its most subtle manifestations! Let us keep in mind that He resists the proud, but that He gives grace to the humble (James 4:6).


June 12

Amos 7:1-17

1Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me; and, behold, he formed grasshoppers in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings.2And it came to pass, that when they had made an end of eating the grass of the land, then I said, O Lord GOD, forgive, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small.3The LORD repented for this: It shall not be, saith the LORD.4Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and, behold, the Lord GOD called to contend by fire, and it devoured the great deep, and did eat up a part.5Then said I, O Lord GOD, cease, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small.6The LORD repented for this: This also shall not be, saith the Lord GOD.7Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand.8And the LORD said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more:9And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words.11For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land.12Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there:13But prophesy not again any more at Bethel: for it is the king's chapel, and it is the king's court.14Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:15And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.16Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac.17Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his land.


In Amos 3:7 the LORD had promised to do nothing without having first revealed His secret to His servants the prophets. Thus He informs Amos of His intentions and the prophet responds to this mark of confidence, as did Abraham of old (Gen. 18:17-23), by persevering intercession. He speaks with the liberty of one who knows his God intimately: "Is not Thy punishment too severe? Do not forget how small Jacob is" (God Himself calls him a worm in Isa. 41:14). This is just the opposite of the boasting of the poor people who claimed, "Have we not taken to us horns by our own strength?" (Amos 6:13).
After pleading for his people in such a touching manner, Amos is treated as a conspirator by one of the religious leaders! How much like the Lord Jesus he is, the One whom the priests accused before Pilate: "We found this fellow perverting the nation . . ." (Luke 23:2).
Far from getting upset, or from insisting on the honour due to a prophet, Amos willingly recognises his humble origin. His authority is derived neither from his birth nor from his education, but exclusively from a divine call (cf. Gal. 1:1). Then he declares to the ungodly priest just what the LORD has in store for him.


June 13

Amos 8:1-14

1Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit.2And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them any more.3And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord GOD: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence.4Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail,5Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?6That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?7The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.8Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.9And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:10And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.13In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.14They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again.


The vision of the basket of summer fruit (v. 1) is to make Amos understand that Israel is ripe for judgment. Unlike that of the Passover night, this destruction will not pass the nation by (v. 2); it will be "as the mourning of an only son" (v. 10). The futile noise of hymns (Amos 5:23) will be changed into howlings, songs into lamentations (vv. 3, 10). "Silence!" concludes v. 3 (JND trans.) as if to put an end to this useless racket. Before the Lord, every mouth is henceforth to be shut; and the end of the chapter speaks of the silence of God, which is the worst of punishments! Few passages are so frightening as vv. 11, 12. People will appreciate the value of the divine Word, so long despised, the moment it is heard no more. Then "they shall wander from sea to sea . . . they shall run to and fro" in indescribable distress. And they "shall not find it"! (cf. 1 Sam. 28:6, 15). Dear young people, the Word of God is still within your reach today. "The word is nigh thee," says the apostle, "even in thy mouth and in thy heart" (Rom. 10:8). At no other time has the Bible been so widely circulated. What is missing is rather the soul's hunger and thirst to lay hold of its promises and teaching. May God awaken such a desire in each one of us!


June 14

Amos 9:1-15

1I saw the LORD standing upon the altar: and he said, Smite the lintel of the door, that the posts may shake: and cut them in the head, all of them; and I will slay the last of them with the sword: he that fleeth of them shall not flee away, and he that escapeth of them shall not be delivered.2Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down:3And though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command the serpent, and he shall bite them:4And though they go into captivity before their enemies, thence will I command the sword, and it shall slay them: and I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for good.5And the Lord GOD of hosts is he that toucheth the land, and it shall melt, and all that dwell therein shall mourn: and it shall rise up wholly like a flood; and shall be drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.6It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath founded his troop in the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name.7Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?8Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD.9For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth.10All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us.11In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:12That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.13Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.14And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.15And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.


"God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). The preceding chapters have shown us what Israel had sown, so that the dreadful harvest ought not to surprise us. Amos's last vision is by far the most terrible. He sees the Lord Himself standing upon the altar, giving orders for the final massacre. None shall escape. The desperate flight of the guilty people calls to mind Psalm 139 (cf. v. 2 and Ps. 139:8). But that Psalm in essence relates the experience of a believer fleeing from the light. Here, on the contrary, it is a matter of sinners being pursued with judgment in view. However, the book does not end on a note of judgment. From v. 8 onwards grace appears. By the sifting through which the nation has passed all the chaff has been removed, but none of the grain has been lost (v. 9). At the right moment, God will show that He has preserved His elect. Vv. 11-15 describe the restoration and final blessing. Then all things will be brought into subjection to Christ.
Redeemed of the Lord, we shall not meet Him as the Judge standing upon the altar, as in Amos's vision. We shall see Him crowned with glory and honour, seated at the right hand of God (Heb. 2:8-9). Even now, by faith, we see Him thus.


June 15

Obadiah 1-11

1The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.2Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised.3The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?4Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.5If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would they not have stolen till they had enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would they not leave some grapes?6How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up!7All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him.8Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau?9And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter.10For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever.11In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them.


The short prophecy of Obadiah is entirely devoted to Edom. This nation was Israel's most relentless adversary and at the same time their closest relative. Were they not descended from Esau, Jacob's twin brother? Now this bond of relationship ought to have spoken to Edom's conscience. The LORD reminds him of it: it is to his brother that he has done violence (v. 10).
In their rocky lair of Mount Seir, Edom lived by robbery. They believed they were safe from all reprisals; nothing could equal their arrogance. "Thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD" (v. 4). Sooner or later human pride meets with a veto from the Almighty in a spectacular overthrow (2 Cor. 10:4-5), a brutal awakening from the old dream cherished by man right from his early history: to reach up to heaven (Babel: Gen. 11:4) and thus to make himself equal with God (Phil. 2:6). In the modern setting, people make enormous efforts to explore the universe and to set their "nest among the stars". "Thence will I bring thee down," answers the Lord.
Dear friends, let us not allow ourselves to be dazzled by human greatness or by the success of science and technology. Let us not forget that this world is under judgment and that God will call it to account for the place it gave, on the cross, to the Lord Jesus.


June 16

Obadiah 12-21

12But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress.13Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity;14Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress.15For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head.16For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.17But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.18And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.19And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead.20And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south.21And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD's.


"Thou shouldest not . . . neither shouldest thou . . . neither shouldest thou . . ." Seven times over, the voice of the divine Judge pronounces more and more serious accusations. At first they concern only guilty looks, and an evil joy sated by the sufferings and disaster experienced by others. The same shameless, cynical looks were directed upon the crucified Jesus. "They look and stare upon me" (Ps. 22:17). But the malice of Edom (and that of the enemies of Jesus) is also translated into words and into actions. "They shoot out the lip, they shake the head" (Ps. 22:7; cf. end of v. 12). Is there a worse form of cowardice than to insult someone who is in distress? Impelled by their plundering instincts, Edom had taken advantage of Israel's calamity to lay hands on their substance; they had pitilessly cut off those that escaped . . . None of these crimes will remain unpunished. The day of the LORD will bring a final and complete revenge from "Mount Zion" upon "the mount of Esau". Whilst a remnant from other nations will live happily under Messiah's sceptre, Edom is to be wiped off the map of the millennial reign. A solemn disappearance of this race of Esau, who had once despised the blessing!


June 17

Jonah 1:1-17

1Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,2Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.3But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.4But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.5Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep.6So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.7And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.8Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?9And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land.10Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.11Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous.12And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them.14Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee.15So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.16Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.17Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.


In contrast to the other prophets Jonah teaches us less by his words than by his striking story. Previously he had prophesied the restoration of Israel's frontier: good news for his countrymen (2 Kings 14:25). Here we find him charged with a far less acceptable mission: to proclaim the chastisement of Nineveh, the great pagan metropolis, so guilty in God's sight. Jonah turns tail and flees "from the presence of the LORD". This was a way of self-will; a servant of God cannot choose either his message or his place of work! At the same time, what absurd behaviour! How can a man escape from Him who sees all and who controls the elements to halt the disobedient (Luke 8:25)? We see that Jonah's path is progressively downward (vv. 3, 5; Jonah 2:3, 6): by a way that is first pleasant (meaning of Joppa), but which leads to destruction (Tarshish). Now, having gone down into the lower part of the ship, he sleeps during the furious storm. The ship's master has to rouse him from his unconsciousness. What can be more humiliating for a child of God than to be called to order by the world?
Prophetically, this story shows us Israel, unfaithful to their mission, the object of God's chastisement and thrown into the sea of nations for the salvation of the Gentiles (the mariners; Rom. 11:5).


June 18

Jonah 2:1-10

1Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly,2And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.3For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.4Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.5The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.6I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.7When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple.8They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.9But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.10And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.


All that the LORD sends, prepares and orders serves His final purpose (Jonah 1:4, 17; Jonah 2:10; Jonah 4:6-8). This is true both for Jonah and for Nineveh, but also for the Lord Jesus Himself. In the distressed and fervent prayer that ascends from this place of death, we recognise the voice of the One who was afflicted more than any other (cf. v. 2 and Ps. 130:1; v. 3 and Ps. 42:7; vv. 5, 6 and Ps. 69:1-2 . . .). But while Jonah experienced suffering as a consequence of his own disobedience, Christ Himself passed through the dark waters of death because of our disobedience and for our salvation. His distress was our deliverance.
Those three days in the belly of the great fish were the best in all Jonah's history. They also teach us that in every circumstance we can call upon the Lord Jesus. Our prayer is heard and He gives us beforehand the full assurance of it. "He heard me," announces the prophet, still in the whale's belly (v. 2).
V. 8 explains to us why we often enjoy so little of the Lord's grace: we turn our eyes towards the lying vanities which Satan uses in order to distract and lead astray the men of this world. Sadly, the fact of having been the object of God's grace reinforces in Jonah the proud self-esteem that is inherent in our nature.


June 19

Jonah 3:1-10

1And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,2Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.3So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey.4And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.5So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.6For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.7And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.9Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?10And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.


The "cry" of Jonah as he passes through Nineveh is, properly speaking, the only prophecy we may find in his book. And yet it is not fulfilled, for, at his preaching, the inhabitants of the wicked city, led by the king, fear God, believe His Word and repent. This response, in its turn, reaches heaven (v. 10; Jonah 1:2). God forgives (see Jer. 18:7-8). The men of Nineveh are held up as an example by the Lord Jesus to the Jews of His time, when they had in their midst one infinitely "greater than Jonas" (Matt. 12: 40, 41). Indeed, how much more responsible the Jews were than the pagan Ninevites. The Son of God was there Himself; come not to judge but to save the world (John 12:47).
The only way to escape eternal condemnation is by recognising oneself as a sinner and by accepting the Lord Jesus as Saviour. The warning of judgment is part of the Gospel: "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment," warns Holy Scripture (Heb. 9:27). This "once" could happen in an instant for you, unconverted reader. How can you know if you will have the benefit of even 40 days' warning (Luke 12:20)? "Therefore be ye also ready," says the Lord Jesus again (Matt. 24:44). Yes, now is the day of salvation.


June 20

Jonah 4:1-11

1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.2And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.3Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.4Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?5So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.6And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.7But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.8And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.9And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death.10Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:11And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?


The pardon granted to Nineveh seemed to contradict and to disown Jonah's proclamation. Alas, the city's fate carries less weight in his eyes than his own reputation! Forgetting that he himself has just been an object of grace, he finds no joy in that grace but only in his own well-being (v. 6 end).
Jonah reminds us of Elijah, discouraged under his juniper tree (cf. vv. 3, 8 with 1 Kings 19:4). Like Jonah we are capable of getting upset about very small matters. At the very smallest "gourd", that is any precarious shelter which God may take from us, we find a tempest rising within us! Meanwhile the eternal life of multitudes of human beings around us is at stake.
Instead of staying there at his vantage point grumbling (v. 5), what new service presented itself before the prophet? Could he not have gone back into Nineveh which had been spared, this time with quite a different message, proclaiming the name of this God whom he knew to be "merciful" "gracious" and "of great kindness", and who had just confirmed it in such a striking manner? An exceptional opportunity . . . opportunity lost! Let us not miss, through self-interest and hardness of heart, those opportunities which the Lord may put before each of us today (2 Kings 7:9).


June 21

Micah 1:1-16

1The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.2Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple.3For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth.4And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a steep place.5For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem?6Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof.7And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot.8Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the owls.9For her wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem.10Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust.11Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel; he shall receive of you his standing.12For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good: but evil came down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem.13O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee.14Therefore shalt thou give presents to Moresheth-gath: the houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel.15Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel.16Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee.


Micah is a contemporary of Isaiah, Hosea and Amos. Like them, he prophesies in the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. The deplorable history of Ahaz, related in 2 Kings 16, and that of the wicked kings of Israel amply justify the terrible words which the LORD utters here, calling on the whole earth as witness. He vindicates His holiness, proclaiming by His judgments that He will have nothing to do with the iniquities of Samaria and Jerusalem.
From v. 8 onwards, we notice how deeply Micah takes to heart the sufferings of his people. "Declare ye it not at Gath . . .," he begs (v. 10; 2 Sam. 1:18, 20). This quotation from "The Song of the Bow" calls to mind that the Lord's enemies, here the Philistines, are always ready to rejoice over the shortcomings of God's people, finding in them a ready excuse for their own sins. For this reason, you too, Christian friend, if you have learnt something distressing concerning another believer, should not repeat it lightly. By so doing you would bring dishonour upon the Assembly, and so on the name of the Lord.
Up to v. 16, we behold the triumphant march of the Assyrian, the agent of divine judgment. The list of names of each of the cities invaded brings a tragic significance to the occasion.


June 22

Micah 2:1-13

1Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand.2And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage.3Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.4In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say, We be utterly spoiled: he hath changed the portion of my people: how hath he removed it from me! turning away he hath divided our fields.5Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the LORD.6Prophesy ye not, say they to them that prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame.7O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the spirit of the LORD straitened? are these his doings? do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly?8Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye pull off the robe with the garment from them that pass by securely as men averse from war.9The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses; from their children have ye taken away my glory for ever.10Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction.11If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this people.12I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men.13The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass before them, and the LORD on the head of them.


1 Kings 21 tells us how the ungodly Ahab wanted Naboth's inheritance, and seized it by violence and the abuse of his power (see Micah 6:16). Against those who devise evil (iniquity; v. 1), the LORD devises evil (chastisement; v. 3). But in contrast, we must emphasise the question of v. 7: "Do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly?" Can we answer from experience, "Yes Lord, Thy words do good; they are the joy of my heart"? (Jer. 15:16; John 6:68).
"This is not your rest," continues the prophet (v. 10). Indeed the world is so troubled, so anxious, that every sincere person should come to the same conclusion: true rest does not exist on earth. God gives us the reason here: it is "because it is polluted . . .". Just as the Lord Jesus could not find a place to rest His head in a world ruined by sin, His redeemed can not feel at ease amidst that which dishonours God.
As for you, unconverted friend, if you have proved by experience that the world cannot give you peace, be sure that a place of rest exists for the weary soul. It can be found only in the presence of the Lord Jesus. "Come unto me," invites the Saviour, "and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28).


June 23

Micah 3:1-12

1And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment?2Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones;3Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron.4Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings.5Thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him.6Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them.7Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God.8But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin.9Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity.10They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.11The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us.12Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.


The false prophets have already been mentioned in ch. 2. How were they to be identified? They tried to silence the true servants of God, such as Micah and Isaiah. They adapted their speeches to the people's desires to curry favour (cf. Rom. 16:18). They flattered the passions of their hearers (Micah 2:11) and lulled their souls to sleep in a false confidence. Worst of all, in addition to their search for popularity, they accepted payment for their services (v. 11). They showed insatiable greed and sold their lies at a very high price (v. 5; Isa. 56:11; Jer. 6:13). But their task was so much easier in that the world, by and large, "heap to themselves teachers . . . after their own lusts", so as to cover their own misdeeds (2 Tim. 4:3). Think of King Ahab, sadly referred to in yesterday's notes: 400 prophets deceived him, telling him what he wanted to hear. He listened to them . . . whilst he threw into prison the prophet Micaiah, the only one who told him the truth (1 Kings 22; 2 Chron. 18).
God's servant is "full of power by the spirit of the LORD" (a state which ought to characterise all of us: v. 8; Eph. 5:18). He warns the responsible element among the people – the rulers and the princes. Jeremiah 26:17-19, quoting our v. 12, teaches us what a salutary result this prophecy achieved.


June 24

Micah 4:1-13

1But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.2And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.3And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.4But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.5For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever.6In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted;7And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.8And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.9Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there no king in thee? is thy counseller perished? for pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail.10Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the LORD shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies.11Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.12But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor.13Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.


When man's helplessness has been shown, the time has come for God to reveal Himself. Having established the fact that "this is not your rest", the LORD can speak to us about His own rest. Much effort is expended today in promoting peace; at best it results in an amiable illusion – at worst, in a guilty trust in man – and always from ignorance of God's Word. This effort is thus destined to ultimate failure. The world will enjoy peace only when God will have given it. And when will He do so? Not before His rights have been recognised. But then, what a change! All idols will be swept away. Admiration of man's works will give place to glory rendered to God. All nations, with one accord, will pay Him homage and will seek from Him wisdom and knowledge.
Christians, we have the privilege of doing so already. "Let us go up" to this place where the Lord has promised His presence. "He will teach us of his ways," is what follows. What a loss will be ours if we neglect the meetings where the Word is explained and expounded. But let us not forget the result that should follow: "and we will walk in his paths" (v. 2; James 1:22).


June 25

Micah 5:1-15

1Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.2But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.3Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.4And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.5And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men.6And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders.7And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.8And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver.9Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off.10And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots:11And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds:12And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers:13Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands.14And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy thy cities.15And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.


God has just been speaking about the restoration of Israel and of the conflicts that will accompany it (Micah 4). Now He identifies the One who will be at the same time the Ruler and the Instrument of deliverance. In Christ, God will fulfil all His counsels. He "whose goings forth have been . . . from everlasting" had to be born in Bethlehem, a little town of Judah (see Matt. 2:3-6). And He, the Judge of Israel, will be smitten by His own blind and wicked people (v. 1; Isa. 50:6). Thus we can understand God's feelings as He announces His coming glory and declares, ". . . now shall he be great . . . and this man shall be the peace". These expressions are equally sweet to the heart of each one of the redeemed!
At the same time as this chapter speaks to us of the Lord Jesus, it also speaks: first, of Israel – the deliverance and blessing of the remnant are bound up with the majesty of the name of the LORD; second, of the Assyrian, the enemy of the end time. This latter, to his loss, will meet the Shepherd of Jacob, whose charge is not only to feed His flock (v. 4), but to defend it. At last evil in all its forms will be rooted out from the land (vv. 10-15). The purge carried out by King Josiah gives us a picture of it (2 Chron. 34:3-7).


June 26

Micah 6:1-16

1Hear ye now what the LORD saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice.2Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD's controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.3O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me.4For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.5O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD.6Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?8He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?9The LORD's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.10Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable?11Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights?12For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth.13Therefore also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of thy sins.14Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; and thy casting down shall be in the midst of thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I give up to the sword.15Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine.16For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that I should make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people.


The 3rd section of the book opens with a new call to listen (Micah 1:2; Micah 3:1). Let us also listen attentively to what the sovereign God says and to what He requires; universal obedience is due to Him. Is He satisfied with religious rites? In no way! "What doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God" (v. 8). This programme has not changed since the days of Moses (read Deut. 10:12). It is simple and contains nothing startling! Moreover it amounts to nothing less than to walk "in a manner worthy of God". He is Light: let us practise righteousness; He is Love: let us practise kindness.
"Wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me," asks the LORD in v. 3 (cf. Isa. 43:22). Searching question! From Egypt onwards, all God's ways concerning His own have been nothing but grace. Has anything been lacking on His part towards them or towards us? No; we must recognise this: the cause of our decline is always in us, never in Him.
"Hear ye the rod . . .," advises the LORD in v. 9. Yes, this rod speaks; it has a voice for our conscience. Let us learn to heed it! The Lord wants only our blessing (Rev. 3:19).


June 27

Micah 7:1-20

1Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit.2The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net.3That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up.4The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity.5Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom.6For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house.7Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.8Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.9I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his righteousness.10Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the LORD thy God? mine eyes shall behold her: now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets.11In the day that thy walls are to be built, in that day shall the decree be far removed.12In that day also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain.13Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings.14Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.15According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things.16The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf.17They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee.18Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.19He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.20Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.


"Woe is me!" cries the prophet, realising at the same time his own distress and that of his people. In general, we can see here the bitter experience that results from man's own actions. He discovers that in himself there is neither resource nor fruit (v. 1), that he can no more rely on the authorities than on the great men of the earth ("the best of them is as a brier", v. 4; Psalm 118:9) and that those nearest to him will also let him down if he leans on them. Distressing but necessary experience! Have you passed through it? Are you convinced that Christ alone is worthy of your full trust? "There is none upright among men" (v. 2). But what you do not find either in yourself or in others, you will find in Him (v. 7).
The Lord Jesus quotes v. 6 to describe the consequences of His coming (Matt. 10:34-36). It puts everyone to the test, and proves that whoever is not with Him is against Him (Luke 11:23). On whose side are we?
This book concludes with the assurances and promises of grace. "Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea" (v. 19). What a blessing to know that our sins are for ever put away! Truly, Lord, "who is a God like unto thee?" (v. 18).


June 28

Nahum 1:1-15

1The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.2God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.3The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.4He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth.5The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein.6Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.7The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.8But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies.9What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.10For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.11There is one come out of thee, that imagineth evil against the LORD, a wicked counseller.12Thus saith the LORD: Though they be quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, when he shall pass through. Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more.13For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy bonds in sunder.14And the LORD hath given a commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy name be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.15Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is utterly cut off.


Nahum, like Jonah, appears to have originated from Galilee; Elkosh and Gath-Hepher (2 Kings 14:25) are both found there. Here is proof that the Jews were ill-informed about their own Scriptures, when they affirmed that no prophet arose out of Galilee (John 7:52). There is another point in common with Jonah: this prophecy concerns Nineveh. "That great city", once spared on account of its repentance, had returned to its wickedness. The work that God had done in the heart of the parents had not been renewed in that of the children. And now, after more than a century of patience (instead of 40 days), this God, slow to anger (v. 3; Jonah 4:2), confirms His irrevocable judgment. What a contrast between the way in which the LORD, the same God, reveals Himself to His adversaries (v. 2 . . .) and to those who trust in Him (v. 7)! Each of the latter is known personally to Him. Dear reader, are you one of these? (2 Tim. 2:19).
Romans 10:15, quoting v. 15 (see also Isa. 52:7), applies it to the supremely good news, the gospel of grace. Have we, who today can move about so easily, this urge to spread the truth? To announce salvation and peace? Let us think about the Lord Jesus undertaking on foot a long, tiring journey, to meet the Samaritan woman at Sychar's well (John 4).


June 29

Nahum 2:1-13

1He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face: keep the munition, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily.2For the LORD hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: for the emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine branches.3The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken.4The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the broad ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.5He shall recount his worthies: they shall stumble in their walk; they shall make hast to the wall thereof, and the defence shall be prepared.6The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the palace shall be dissolved.7And Huzzab shall be led away captive, she shall be brought up, and her maids shall lead her as with the voice of doves, tabering upon their breasts.8But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water: yet they shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall they cry; but none shall look back.9Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: for there is none end of the store and glory out of all the pleasant furniture.10She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite together, and much pain is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness.11Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feedingplace of the young lions, where the lion, even the old lion, walked, and the lion's whelp, and none made them afraid?12The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, and filled his holes with prey, and his dens with ravin.13Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy young lions: and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard.


Nineveh, capital of the kingdom of Assyria, seems to have been founded by Nimrod, the rebel, shortly after the flood (Gen. 10:8-12). Animated by the same spirit as this "mighty hunter before the LORD", it delighted in hunting other nations like prey (vv. 11-13). God's book, which has recorded its proud beginning ("the day when she hath been", v. 8 JND trans.), now calls us to witness its sudden end. Nineveh is ironically challenged to defend itself against him who "dasheth in pieces" (v. 1). But "except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain" (Ps. 127:1). It is recorded that in the course of the siege the river Tigris, whose waters had until then isolated and protected the city, became swollen in sudden spate (vv. 6, 8) and carried away part of the ramparts. There entered by this breach the merciless soldiers whom we see invading the streets and houses for murder and pillage (vv. 3, 4, 8-10).
"The voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard," concludes v. 13. We remember Rab-shakeh, that insolent herald of the king of Assyria, who confronted Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:19 . . .). His threats were never fulfilled. Thus will the world pass away for ever, with its glory, its arrogance, its scorn and its blasphemies.


June 30

Nahum 3:1-19

1Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departeth not;2The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the pransing horses, and of the jumping chariots.3The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcases; and there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their corpses:4Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts.5Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame.6And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock.7And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? whence shall I seek comforters for thee?8Art thou better than populous No, that was situate among the rivers, that had the waters round about it, whose rampart was the sea, and her wall was from the sea?9Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, and it was infinite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers.10Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains.11Thou also shalt be drunken: thou shalt be hid, thou also shalt seek strength because of the enemy.12All thy strong holds shall be like fig trees with the firstripe figs: if they be shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth of the eater.13Behold, thy people in the midst of thee are women: the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour thy bars.14Draw thee waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds: go into clay, and tread the morter, make strong the brickkiln.15There shall the fire devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off, it shall eat thee up like the cankerworm: make thyself many as the cankerworm, make thyself many as the locusts.16Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of heaven: the cankerworm spoileth, and flieth away.17Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy captains as the great grasshoppers, which camp in the hedges in the cold day, but when the sun ariseth they flee away, and their place is not known where they are.18Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria: thy nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is scattered upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them.19There is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous: all that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?


Whilst men's history books are full of the description of Assyria's greatness, and remain practically silent about its downfall, God's Word devotes a whole book to this fateful day. It should be stressed that the Bible is not a history book. Happenings are only related in it in so far as they concern Israel and in their moral bearing. So far as historians are concerned, enfeebled Nineveh fell under the attack of a coalition of its vassal states. From God's point of view, disaster befell it because it was a city of blood, full of falsehood, violence and plunder (v. 1). Reaping what it has sown, it will now meet the same fate that it had itself brought upon Thebes (No) half a century before (vv. 8-10). "Who will bemoan her?" (v. 7). So it is with the world's self-interest. Those who are not directly smitten easily accept the disaster that befalls others. "Whence shall I seek comforters for thee?" adds Nahum, whose name actually means comforter. But it is the faithful who are comforted by this prophecy in learning that, in spite of appearances, God will have the upper hand over world events. He will make all things work together for His own glory and for good to those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).



July 1

Habakkuk 1:1-17

1The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.2O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!3Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention.4Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.5Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you.6For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that are not theirs.7They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.8Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.9They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand.10And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it.11Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god.12Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.13Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?14And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them?15They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad.16Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous.17Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?


This book, which reminds us of the Book of Jeremiah, is presented as a dialogue between the prophet and his God. Confronted by the rising tide of evil, the agonised Habakkuk opens his heart before the LORD. Jerusalem was shortly to fall before the onslaught of the Chaldean army. A dreadful vision beforehand shows to the prophet those rough and cruel soldiers – the LORD's instruments for the punishment of rebellious nations. What amazement will then seize all those unbelieving, thoughtless sinners! (v. 5, quoted in Acts 13:41). But the man of God is also deeply perturbed by it! How can the LORD give free course to such a tide of iniquity? (Ps. 83; Rev. 10:7 calls this question "the mystery of God"). How can He even bear the sight of it? "My God, mine Holy One," cries the prophet, mindful of his relationship with Him who is "of purer eyes than to behold evil." Indeed, the spectacle of this earth, where corruption and violence are vaunted without restraint, is to Him a constant offence! God's gaze in its spotless purity has been able to rest with satisfaction on one Man alone. But for the same reason it was turned away from Him, when He was made sin for us.


July 2


Habakkuk 2:1-20

1I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.2And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.3For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.4Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.5Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:6Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay!7Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them?8Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.9Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!10Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul.11For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.12Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!13Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very vanity?14For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.15Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!16Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the LORD's right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.17For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.18What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?19Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.20But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.


In any time of trial, let us do like Habakkuk: let us climb up on to this "tower" (cf. Prov. 18:10) which protects us, keeps us apart from the multitude, and so enables us to consider everything from above, from God's own viewpoint (Isa. 55:8-9).
There God's servant receives the answer to his anxiety: he is told, "the just shall live by his faith." That is the key to the present situation. Around him nothing has changed: the enemy is still there and every kind of iniquity continues to be practised. But the faith of the just can lean upon the certainties of the Word of his God. His anxious questions cease. He believes; he knows that this same earth, today filled with man's vanity, will soon be "filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD" (v. 14; Isa. 11:9). He is instructed as to the fate of the wicked, although their sentence is suspended for the time being (vv. 6-20). Notice how the actions of unbelievers contrast with righteousness and the life of faith — faith which is equally necessary for salvation and for our walk through the world. V. 4 is quoted three times in the Epistles (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38). In these passages, this statement is fundamentally important in establishing that faith is the only way to obtain righteousness and eternal life.


July 3

Habakkuk 3:1-19

1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.2O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.3God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.4And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power.5Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.6He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.7I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.8Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?9Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.10The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high.11The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear.12Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.13Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah.14Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.15Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.16When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.17Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:18Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.19The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.


The LORD has silenced the voice of the earth (Hab. 2:20), but the faithful man can offer up his prayer before Him. He declares what he has seen (vv. 3, 7 ) and what he has heard (vv. 2, 16). His vision of the Chaldean enemy is obliterated. In its place, the prophet contemplates the majesty of the God of vengeance. Accompanied by awe-inspiring signs, this God comes forward to judge the nations and to save His people (vv. 12, 13). Confronted as he is with this solemn vision, what are the prophet's feelings? At first, fear; he does not hide it. But he knows he can call upon the LORD's mercy, even at the time of His righteous anger (v. 2; Ps. 78:38). God always hears the soul's S.O.S. Then comes joy! (v. 18). Although material blessings may be lacking (v. 17), the man of God can rejoice, because it is not in circumstances that his joy is found, but in the God of his salvation (cf. Phil. 4:4). "The LORD God is my strength, . . . he will make me to walk upon mine high places" (v. 19; Ps. 18:32-33). May the Lord grant us spiritual energy to climb up to these high places from where faith overcomes the world! The world's judgment is soon to come, and since our times are like those of Habakkuk, may we on our part be like this man of God.


July 4

Zephaniah 1:1-18

1The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.2I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD.3I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the LORD.4I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;5And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham;6And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor inquired for him.7Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.8And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel.9In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit.10And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills.11Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off.12And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil.13Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof.14The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.15That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,16A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.17And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.18Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.


Zephaniah prophesied in the reign of the faithful Josiah. Why then does his book speak so severely? It is because only under constraint had the people followed the good example of their king (2 Chron. 34:33). Condemnation of similar severity falls on: 
1. the idolaters; 
2. those who are double-minded, trying to serve at the same time both the LORD and Malcham (or Moloch); 
3. those who turn away deliberately; 
4. finally, the great majority who are indifferent, who do not seek the LORD, and do not inquire of Him (vv. 4-6). 
These same classes of people are still with us today, and are hastening on to the same judgment. For if these prophecies have had a partial fulfilment in the past, let us not forget that the terrible "great day of the LORD" is still to come. It has been proclaimed for more than 2,500 years by the prophets, confirmed by the Lord Jesus in the gospels and finally by the apostles in the epistles. Already near in the time of Zephaniah, it is even much more so now (v. 14). Let us remember then these words "spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of the apostles of the Lord and Saviour". And let us be careful not to forget "the promise of his coming" (2 Peter 3:2-4).


July 5

Zephaniah 2:1-15

1Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired;2Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD's anger come upon you.3Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD's anger.4For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up.5Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites! the word of the LORD is against you; O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant.6And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks.7And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity.8I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their border.9Therefore as I live, saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of my people shall spoil them, and the remnant of my people shall possess them.10This shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of hosts.11The LORD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen.12Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by my sword.13And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness.14And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work.15This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand.


These prophecies, dealing with the future judgment of the wicked, may seem a matter of minor interest for God's children. What they are expecting is not the final crisis spoken of here, but the return of the Lord to take up His church (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Thess. 5:4, 9). The announcement of this just retribution on evil should open our eyes to the character of the world, in such a way as to cause us to separate from it more decidedly (2 Peter 3:10-12). Because we do not see God at present punishing the wickedness of men as they deserve, we could well forget how much He holds it in abhorrence; consequently such passages have their place in helping us to remember it. The downfall of Nineveh in its arrogance and senseless self-interest is implicit in v.15. "I am, and there is none beside me." It is also the attitude of Babylon (Isa. 47:8). But let us take note to ensure it is not equally the murmuring of our own heart. By contrast, v. 3 presents the meek, those whom the Lord calls blessed and who are like Him (Matt. 5:5; Matt. 11:29). Prophetically it speaks of the future Jewish remnant (end of v. 9; Zephaniah 3:13), who are invited to seek the LORD that they may be hidden in the day of His anger. Moreover, the name Zephaniah means "He whom the LORD hides, or protects."


July 6

Zephaniah 3:1-20

1Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!2She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God.3Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.4Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.5The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame.6I have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant.7I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings.8Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.9For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.10From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.11In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.12I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.13The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.14Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.15The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.16In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.17The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.18I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.19Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.20At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.


After having punished the nations, the hand of the LORD will be stretched out over Jerusalem, the rebellious city of corruption and oppression! Alas, the four reproaches which follow in v. 2 could be addressed even to the children of God when they neglect the Word: "she obeyed not the voice; she received not correction" – or prayer: "she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God."
It is the time when the word of the Lord Jesus will be fulfilled: "the one shall be taken, and the other left" (Matt. 24:40). The rebellious, the proud, the haughty will be taken (v. 1), and the LORD will cause to be left down here a people who are afflicted, humbled, and trusting in Himself alone (v. 12). There is joy for this remnant (v. 14), still greater joy for the Lord whose love will thus be satisfied! This v. 17 applies to Christ's reign, but it surely awakens even at the present time an echo in the heart of each one of the redeemed. Yes, think of His joy. He who wept while here on this earth already knows a full and marvellous joy, and, dear believer, it is "over thee" (Ps. 126:6). After the terrible "travail of his soul", He will joy for ever – and His own with Him – in the perfect rest of His love (v. 17; Jer. 32:41).


July 7

Haggai 1:1-15

1In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,2Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD's house should be built.3Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying,4Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?5Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.6Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.7Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.8Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD.9Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.10Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.11And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD.13Then spake Haggai the LORD's messenger in the LORD's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD.14And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God,15In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.


The book of Ezra tells us how, on their return from Babylon, Zerubbabel and his companions undertook the reconstruction of the temple; then they allowed themselves to be stopped in their work by the threatening manoeuvres and intervention of their enemies.
Twelve years have now passed since the work had stopped. These threats are now only a poor pretext, of which the prophet does not even speak. He shames the people by comparing the ruined condition of the house of the LORD with the enthusiasm shown by each one in improving his own dwelling house (Phil. 2:21). What sad selfishness, but also what bad planning! All their labour had produced only famine (cf. Ps. 127:1-2). Dear Christian friends, today is "the time to build" the house of God . . . the church of the living God (1 Tim. 3:15). How can we do this? By being occupied with souls, these "living stones" built on the foundation which is Jesus Christ; by having the same tender care for the assembly as that which was laid on the apostle's heart every day; by not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together (1 Cor. 3:10-17; 2 Cor. 11:28; Heb. 10:25). Alas, how often lack of zeal and of love for the assembly goes hand in hand with concern for our own comfort . . . Yes, let us consider our ways (vv. 5, 7).


July 8

Haggai 2:1-14

1In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying,2Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,3Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?4Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts:5According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.6For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;7And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.8The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.9The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.10In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying,11Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying,12If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No.13Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.14Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.


Haggai's first revelation had brought blame. The second, less than a month after the leaders and the people had obeyed, comes to give words of exhortation and encouragement. "Be strong . . . and work" the LORD enjoins them. "This concerns My glory. Your work has in view a Person, 'the desire of all nations' — Christ who will appear in glory" (v. 7).
But where are we to find the needed strength? "I am with you", is the precious reply, "I myself, the mighty God, the LORD of Hosts. What I give you will be enough: the Word . . . and My Spirit remain with you; fear not" (vv. 4, 5). Blessed resources! They are available too for us who live as Haggai did in a time of ruin.
In his third message the prophet recalls the practical holiness without which no work can be acknowledged by God. The twofold question put to the priests confirms the general principle that our contacts with a corrupt world will not purify it. On the contrary we shall, in the long run, inevitably be contaminated by a corrupt environment (1 Cor. 15:33).
"I am with you always" the Lord Jesus promised (Matt. 28:20). But for our part, let us always stay close to Him.


July 9

Haggai 2:15-23

15And now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD:16Since those days were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but twenty.17I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith the LORD.18Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid, consider it.19Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.20And again the word of the LORD came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying,21Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth;22And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.23In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.


The people have learned by sorry experience that time spent away from God is of no profit. They will now be able to prove the opposite. "From this day will I bless you," the Law promises. Whether it is a matter of the Christian businessman who closes his shop on Sunday, with the possible loss of trade, or the industrialist who declares honestly to the taxman the last pound of his income, every child of God will always be able to prove the words of the Lord Jesus: "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things (necessary for the present life) shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33).
The final message of Haggai contains some touching words of grace addressed personally to Zerubbabel. This name means "born at Babylon", (and Sheshbazzar, his Chaldean name, Ezra 1:8, seems to mean "joy in tribulation"). The LORD calls him by his name as if to say to him: "Poor refugee from exile, I have incredible promises for you. The whole world will be shaken, but fear nothing; I have reserved for you a kingdom which cannot be removed" (vv. 6, 21, 22, quoted in Hebrews 12:26, 28). At the same time we can recognise in this heir of David a type of Christ, the Deliverer chosen and established by God to reign over Israel.


July 10

Zechariah 1:1-17

1In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,2The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers.3Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts.4Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD.5Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?6But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.7Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,8I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white.9Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be.10And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth.11And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.12Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?13And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words.14So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.15And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction.16Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem.17Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.


Zechariah, together with Haggai, is the spokesman of the LORD to the children of Judah who have come back from the captivity (Ezra 5:1). What are the first words which the LORD addresses to the people through His servant? "Turn ye unto me . . ." It is necessary first to repent (Matt. 3:2; Matt. 4:17; Acts 2:38). The promise only comes after this: "and I will turn unto you" (v. 3).
The fathers are dead, and with them the prophets such as Jeremiah, who had faithfully warned them. But the divine words have not passed away, no indeed; they have been fulfilled without fail (Matt. 24:35). The evil ways and the bad deeds of Judah have received their punishment – witness the carrying away into captivity at Babylon (v. 12 end). If only this cruel lesson might profit the generations to follow!
From v. 7 up to ch. 6 the prophet records a succession of strange visions. Their main theme is the government of God by means of the nations (the rider and the horses), and in the background the re-establishment of Israel (the myrtle trees, a reference to the feast of tabernacles and a figure of the restoration which follows repentance). For in the time of trial and weakness God has always had for His people "good words, and comfortable words" (v. 13). They are as sure and unshakeable as those words which announce His judgments.


July 11

Zechariah 1:18-21; Zechariah 2:1-13

18Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns.19And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.20And the LORD shewed me four carpenters.21Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.
1I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand.2Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.3And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him,4And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein:5For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.6Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD.7Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon.8For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye.9For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.10Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD.11And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.12And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.13Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.


These visions which come before us are without doubt very obscure and were not less so for the young Zechariah. But how does he act each time that a new riddle is presented? He is not afraid to question his heavenly companion. Let us follow his example. Our interest for the Word will always be pleasing to the Lord. To understand its wonders, let us ask Him to open the eyes of our understanding (Ps. 119:18; Luke 24;45; 2 Tim. 2:7).
The horns in the second vision correspond to the horses of the first: that is to say, the great empires of the world, seen here as characteristic symbols of power (see Dan. 8). Workmen raised up by God (such as Cyrus) will put an end to their power.
The third vision has for its theme the restoration of Jerusalem. At present desolate, its wall in ruins, its gates burnt with fire (Neh. 2:13), the city will again be inhabited. The Lord will be around them as a wall of fire, and its poor scattered people will find themselves gathered there again in security. The love of God for them is so great that whoever touches them "touches the apple of his eye" (see Deut. 32:10). Above all, they have the promise of the presence among them of the LORD in His glory (vv. 5, 10, 11). The same privileges belong to the children of God in our own day.


July 12

Zechariah 3:1-10

1And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.2And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.4And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.5And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by.6And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying,7Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.8Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.9For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.10In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.


A new scene is revealed to Zechariah. The high priest Joshua – who represents the people – stands before the angel of the LORD. But Satan is there also in his usual role of accuser (Rev. 12:10), for the filthy garments of Joshua serve only too well as opportunity for his attacks. The LORD had given such strict instructions for the purification of the priests (e.g. Lev. 8:6-7; Num. 19:7 . . .) that for the priest to present himself before God with the stain of sin on him would mean certain judgment. But then we have read that he whom the adversary dares to touch is as the apple of God's eye (Zech. 2:8), "a brand plucked out of the fire" (v. 2). The poor man so accused has nothing to say in his defence. The Judge Himself has made full provision, although at the same time He does not tolerate the filthy condition! "Behold," He says, "I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment", not just clean garments, but "festival robes" (v. 4 JND trans.; cf. Matt. 22:12). Cleansed and justified, Joshua henceforth has a dual responsibility: to walk in the LORD's ways, and to acquit himself faithfully of the charge he is given (v. 7). Dear friend, if you want to taste the Lord's grace, you must take the same place as Joshua.
Vv. 8-10 introduce the Messiah (the Branch) reigning in righteousness over a cleansed people.


July 13

Zechariah 4:1-14

1And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep,2And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:3And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.4So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord?5Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.6Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.7Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.8Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,9The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you.10For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.11Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?12And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?13And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.14Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.


Zechariah, by his questions, ranks among the prophets who, according to 1 Peter 1:10-11, searched diligently into their own writings. They sought in them the One who has now been revealed to us in His sufferings and in His glories (e.g. Zech. 13:5-7; Zech. 6:13). What pictures of Christ we have in this chapter! He is the true golden candlestick, the light of the world (John 8:12). At the same time He is the heavenly Zerubbabel, the guarantor of the blessing of His people. In Zech. 3:9 He was the stone laid as the foundation. We see Him here as the top-stone, the key stone of the roof of building. Put in another way, it is He who in grace begins and finishes the work of the House of God (Ezra 3:10; Ezra 5:15-16).
As to the seven lamps of the holy candlestick, we love to see in them the believers (Rev. 1:20). They also are called "the light of the world" (read Matt. 5:14-16). This light is maintained by the Holy Spirit (the oil), the only divine source for the believer's activity. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit" says the LORD (v. 6; Ps. 44:3-8). When we realise our own helplessness, God is pleased to act and to remove every "mountain" from our path (v. 7; Matt. 17:20). Let us not, therefore, despise the present day of "small things" (v. 10); it can be a day of great faith and great devotion.


July 14

Zechariah 5:1-11

1Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll.2And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits.3Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it.4I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.5Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth.6And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth.7And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah.8And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof.9Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven.10Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah?11And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.


Two visions fill this short chapter. The first shows us, in the symbol of a flying roll, the Word of God in action to show up evil. Hebrews 4:12-13 confirms that this Word is living and powerful in operation, and piercing (here it enters forcibly into houses; v. 4) . . . In its light everything is laid bare and open; it discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. We should allow ourselves to be searched by this Word.
In vv. 5-11 we see another flying object, still more astonishing. It is an ephah, a measure of capacity (and often of fraud: Micah 6:10; Deut. 25:14) in the midst of which was seated Wickedness, having attained its full measure. It corresponds to the "mystery of iniquity" which is already at work today, but has not yet been revealed (the lead cover is still on the ephah – 2 Thess. 2:7). When it resumes its original location (Shinar is Babylon, i.e. the world), iniquity personified as the Antichrist will be officially honoured as a god. What a contrast between this "house" in v. 11, a very temple of sin, and that which God is building, in order that He may dwell in the midst of His own (Zech. 4:9)!


July 15

Zechariah 6:1-15

1And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass.2In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses;3And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses.4Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord?5And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth.6The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grisled go forth toward the south country.7And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth.8Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.9And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,10Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah;11Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest;12And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD:13Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.14And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD.15And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.


The eighth and final vision reminds us of the first (Zech. 1), with this difference that here the horses are harnessed to chariots (the four empires) coming out from the mountains of brass (representing the stable government of God). In the image of these vigorous horses we can identify Rome seeking to extend its domination over the whole of the earth (and God makes use of it to ensure that the gospel is preached to the entire habited world).
Vv. 9-15 present three travellers from Babylon to help their brethren by gifts and encouragement. The names of these men are significant: Heldai: enduring (afterwards called Helem, i.e. strength); Tobiah: the LORD is good; Jedaiah: the LORD knows. These three men are received by Josiah: the LORD upholds, called in v. 14 Hen (i.e. grace). But the central figure is Joshua, alternative form of Jesus, the Saviour God, of whom he is here the type, for he combines in his person both priesthood and kingship. In the day of His glory the Lord will give to His own that which by pure grace they have prepared for Him (Luke 19:24-26). These crowns, which all come back to Him (v. 11), He will award to those humble and faithful souls who have honoured Him in the time when He was despised (v. 14). Will you be one of them, so as to be able to cast your crown at His feet? (Rev. 4:10).


July 16

Zechariah 7:1-14

1And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu;2When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regem-melech, and their men, to pray before the LORD,3And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years?4Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying,5Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?6And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves?7Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain?8And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying,9Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother:10And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart.11But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear.12Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts.13Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts:14But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.


Following the book of visions (ch. 1-6), the book of oracles commences. A visit by the inhabitants of Bethel (v. 2 JND trans.) to inquire if they are to continue to fast and lament is the occasion for the first utterance of the prophet. Before replying, he appeals to their conscience (cf. Luke 13:23-24; Luke 20:2-3, 22-25). This fasting was in self pity for their disasters, rather than a mark of true repentance. Later it even became for the Jewish hypocrites a means of honouring themselves, which the Lord Jesus vehemently denounced (Matt. 6:16). But the serious question raised in v. 5 seems, dear friends, to be like God's finger pointing to our heart, challenging us as to the true motive of our actions: "Did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?" The outward forms of piety do not deceive Him. On the other hand nothing escapes His notice which is done in love for Him. He was not mistaken about Mary's gesture: "She hath wrought a good work on me," said the Lord Jesus (Mark 8:35; Mark 14:6).
God, who is Light and Love, recalls His never-changing requirements: truth and mercy (v. 9 . . .). What He found, alas, the shrug of the shoulders, dull ears, "hearts as an adamant stone", explain and justify His severe punishment.


July 17

Zechariah 8:1-23

1Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying,2Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury.3Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.4Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age.5And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.6Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts.7Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country;8And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.9Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built.10For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour.11But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts.12For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things.13And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong.14For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not:15So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.16These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates:17And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD.18And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying,19Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace.20Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities:21And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also.22Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.23Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.


"Thus saith the LORD . . .", continues the prophet incessantly (vv. 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 19, 20, 23). When we read the Bible, or quote it to others, let us not lose sight of the fact that it is God speaking.
The poor children of Judah hear promises which correspond to their present state, for their God will not forget them ("Zechariah" means, moreover, "he whom the LORD remembers"). Jerusalem uninhabited and desolate will again be a city of people and life (Neh. 11:1-2). The first to return there will be the LORD Himself (v. 3; see Zech. 1:16). With Him, blessing will re-appear and fear will flee away. Spiritually it is the same in the Assembly. The presence of the Lord in the midst of His own is an assurance to them of all that they need.
Let us take to ourselves the exhortation of v. 16, repeated in Ephesians 4:25: "Speak every man truth with his neighbour." The end of v. 19 urges: "Love the truth . . ."
Now the LORD can reply to the delegation from Bethel on the question of days of fasting (Zech. 7:2-3): they will become days of happiness and joy, happy, cheerful gatherings (v. 19; fulfilment of Ps. 122). Can they mourn, those who rejoice in the presence of the Bridegroom in their midst? (cf. Matt. 9:14,15).


July 18

Zechariah 9:1-17

1The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD.2And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise.3And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets.4Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire.5Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited.6And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.7And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite.8And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes.9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.10And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from river even to the ends of the earth.11As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.12Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee;13When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man.14And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the LORD GOD shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south.15The LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar.16And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.17For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.


This "burden" concerns the people who are neighbours of the Israelites. Their behaviour had been observed, unknown to them, for the LORD says: "Now have I seen with mine eyes". (vv. 1, 8). Yes, how many forget this holy observation, and carry on as if the Lord did not see them.
God is here preparing to destroy human wisdom and the might of Tyre, the false confidence of Ekron, the pride and abomination of the Philistines . . . Thus the way will be open to the Messiah's coming to proclaim peace and to exercise dominion even to the ends of the earth. He did come, in fact, this King "riding upon an ass" (v. 9; John 12:15). But His people did not accept Him, and now for nearly two thousand years prophecy is in a sense suspended between vv. 9 and 10. It will soon resume its course. After terrible judgments the King will appear again in all His majesty. His goodness and His beauty will both be admired. "Grace is poured into thy lips . . ." proclaims the psalm "touching the king" (Ps. 45:2). Something infinitely moving — His redeemed ones will then be like the precious stones of His crown (v. 16): they will enhance the wonderful beauty of the King (Isa. 62:3)! At the same time the very fact of their being present with Him will render witness to His unspeakable goodness (Ps. 31:19, 21).


July 19

Zechariah 10:1-12

1Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field.2For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd.3Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle.4Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.5And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded.6And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them.7And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD.8I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased.9And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again.10I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Labanon; and place shall not be found for them.11And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away.12And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.


The Jewish people, deceived by their idols, betrayed and oppressed by wicked leaders, have been for a long time like a flock without a shepherd (v. 2; cf. Matt. 9:36). But God will visit the "house of Judah" whence Christ came forth, "the corner stone" (v. 4). He will strengthen them for the battle. He will, moreover, not forget the house of Joseph, those of Ephraim (i.e. the ten tribes, still scattered). He will save them, will bring them back and will meet all their needs . . . (v. 6). After so many empty dreams (v. 2), what joy will fill their heart!
Dear Christian friend, the Lord has shown you even greater mercy than this. Is it a constant subject of joy for you?
Just as the prodigal son in the "far country", coming to himself, as he remembered the father's house, the scattered Israelites will remember their God "in far countries, and they shall live . . . and turn again . . ." (v. 9; Luke 15:17). "I will . . . gather them, for I have redeemed them" the LORD promises (vv. 8, 10; John 11:52). The love of the Lord Jesus will not be fully satisfied without the presence of His own beside Him. Before bringing back His earthly people into their land in their entirety, He will have introduced His dearly beloved redeemed people into His Father's house, where He has prepared their place for them (cf. John 14:2).


July 20

Zechariah 11:1-17

1Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars.2Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down.3There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled.4Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter;5Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not.6For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them.7And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock.8Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me.9Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another.10And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it assunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people.11And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD.12And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.13And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.14Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.15And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd.16For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces.17Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.


The fire referred to in vv. 1-3 foretells God's anger against the land and against the people because of the crime they would be guilty of at the Cross.
In v. 4 the prophet is led to personify first the good shepherd (Christ), and then the foolish shepherd, that is, the Antichrist (vv. 15-17). Up to v. 14 we are projected into the time of the gospels. These possessors, these sellers, these evil shepherds in v. 5 are respectively the Romans and the leaders of the Jews, whether political or religious. The Lord Jesus brands them all as thieves, robbers, hirelings, ravening wolves (John 10:8, 12; Ezek. 34). He, the good Shepherd, came to take their place and feed the people, bringing them glory and national unity (the two staves named Beauty and Bands). But with the exception of some of the "poor of the flock" (v. 11; Luke 14:21) this people did not understand His purposes of love. Vv. 12, 13, fulfilled so precisely, tell us at what a derisory price the Lord was valued (Matt. 26:15). What is the value we put on the Lord Jesus? Then, without any transition, vv. 15-17 go straight on to introduce us to the rule, yet to come, of the "idol shepherd" (John 5:43). This Satanic person is raised up to punish the "flock of slaughter", the people who were guilty of having rejected their true Leader.
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Zechariah 12:1-14

1The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him.2Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.3And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.4In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness.5And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God.6In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.7The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.8In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.9And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.10And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.11In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.12And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart;13The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart;14All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.


Who is speaking here? It is He who has stretched out the heavens, who has laid the foundation of the earth, and has formed within man the understanding of which he is so proud (and which he often uses so badly; cf. Isa. 42:5). Should not such a God have the upper hand over all earthly events? Will those plots that have been thought up by the spirit which God created take Him by surprise? Impossible! When all the nations of the earth, blinded by hate, gather together to besiege Jerusalem, this will be like a cup of poison for them, a stone they will stumble against. For "in that day" the LORD will strengthen for victory the governors of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. He will act through them, but He will also act in them. God will spread over His humbled and repentant people a "spirit of grace and of supplications". The Jews will at last recognise in Him whom they pierced their faithful Shepherd, the rightful Heir of the throne of David, God's only Son.
Christian friends, if it is true that the Lord is pleased to work through us, let us not lose sight of the work which He desires to accomplish in us. It consists in setting before us ever and again the cross and all its consequences. And vv. 10-14 stress that each one must personally have to do with God.
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Zechariah 13:1-9; Zechariah 14:1-5

1In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.2And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land.3And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth.4And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive:5But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth.6And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.7Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.8And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.9And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.
1Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.2For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.3Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.4And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.5And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.


The eyes of Israel (and ours too) have just been directed to the Cross (Zech. 12:10). The blood of Christ atones for our sins, but from His pierced side there also flows a living stream. It represents the practical cleansing effect which the Word accomplishes in our conscience (Ps. 51:2, 7). In that day the idols will be cut off (Ezek. 36:25), the lying voices will be silenced. Then God's Well-beloved will tell out His marvellous story: coming down here as a man, He took the form of a bondman to serve His creature (cf. Zech. 11:12; Ex. 21:2-6). He was wounded in the house of his friends (cf. John 20:27). He was smitten by the LORD himself.
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him . ." continues Philippians 2:9. Yes, soon this same Lord will present Himself to the world in the splendour of His power. Where will this appearing take place? It will be at the very same spot from which He formerly left this earth, on the Mount of Olives, which will cleave under His feet (Zech. 14:4; Acts 1:11,12).
But He will not come back alone. "And all the saints with thee" is added at the end of v. 5. Like a royal procession, Christ will bring those He will first of all have raptured to heaven to be with Him. The New Testament confirms this soon triumphal "coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints" (1 Thess. 3:13; Jude 14).
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Zechariah 14:6-21

6And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:7But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.8And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.9And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.10All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses.11And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.12And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.13And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour.14And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance.15And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.16And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.17And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.18And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.19This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.20In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowl's before the altar.21Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.


Here is the end of the drama. When the last act commences, the situation will have been reversed by the sudden appearance of the Lord of glory. Even the scenery will have changed. An unimaginable cataclysm will have completely changed the physical appearance of the land. The peoples in the very act of making war against Jerusalem . . . and against its heavenly King are taken by surprise and will suddenly be struck by a horrible plague. From now on the nations, instead of going up to besiege Jerusalem, will make annual pilgrimages there to worship the King, the LORD (v. 16). Those who disobey will be deprived of rain. Even the bells of the horses – these horses which occupy such a great part in Zechariah's prophecy – will bear an engraving with this inscription: "Holiness unto the LORD." All the strength of man, symbolised in the horse, will henceforth be dedicated to God. May the Lord engrave on our hearts also the sign that we are set apart and consecrated to Him. May nothing enter there which is not in harmony with this motto: "Holiness unto the LORD". Thus we shall be already well prepared for "that day" when He will be publicly prepared in his saints and . . . admired in all that believe" (2 Thess. 1:10).
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Malachi 1:1-14

1The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.2I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob,3And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.4Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever.5And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel.6A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?7Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible.8And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.9And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts.10Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.11For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.12But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible.13Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD.14But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the LORD a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.


The book of Malachi is particularly serious in tone. It forms the last divine appeal to the conscience and the heart of the Jewish people in the midst of whom Christ was to appear four centuries later. The dialogue which takes place between the LORD and His people brings into prominence from God's side, from the very first word, love, eternal and personal, source of every blessing: "I have loved you . . ." And from Israel's side? The ingratitude, indifference, in short the insolence with which they take the liberty of asking for proofs of His divine goodness. What father, what master would tolerate being treated with such disgraceful lack of regard (v. 6)? Now this people were treading under foot not only the honour due to the LORD, but also His most exacting precepts (v. 8; Lev. 22:17-25), and also His most tender feelings. Alas, we do not have to look far to see a lesson there for our own souls! Let us also beware of doubting the love of the Lord, of murmuring, or even setting ourselves up against His will. Let us not pass by so many evidences of the grace of God with indifference, or even with weariness (v. 13). Begin with the Cross, where He gave His Son for us! What value do we put on the rights and the love of God?
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Malachi 2:1-17

1And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you.2If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.3Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one shall take you away with it.4And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.5My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name.6The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.7For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.8But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.9Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.10Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers?11Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath married the daughter of a strange god.12The LORD will cut off the man that doeth this, the master and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts.13And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand.14Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.15And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.16For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.17Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?


The LORD has a special instruction for His priests. To give glory to His Name, that was what they ought to have taken to heart (v. 2). Christian service has no other reason for its existence. Too often it is the servant who is glorified rather than his Lord.
Of whom other than Christ could it be said that "iniquity was not found in his lips" (v. 6)? Even the officers had to agree that "Never man spake like this man" (John 7:46). This perfection only serves the better to bring out the sad picture of the religious leaders in the Lord's time: priests, scribes and Pharisees. He kept the covenant (v. 5); they corrupted it. He walked with God in peace and uprightness; they had departed from the way. He it was who "did turn many away from iniquity"; they "caused many to stumble" (vv. 6, 8, 9; Isa. 9:16). "The law of truth was in his mouth"; they wearied the Lord with their words (v. 17; Matt. 6:7).
"Take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously" repeat vv. 15 and 16. Our spirit has the sensitivity of a magnetic tape. It keeps a record of all that is registered on it. Let us be on the watch to be occupied only with things that are true, pure, lovely, of good report . . . (Phil. 4:8).
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Malachi 3:1-12

1Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to this temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.2But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:3And he shall sit as a refiner and purifer of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.4Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years.5And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.6For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.7Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?8Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.9Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.10Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.11And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.12And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.


Malachi means "a messenger of the LORD". When quoting v. 1, the Lord Jesus applies this title to John the Baptist, as the one charged with the mission of preparing the heart of His people before Him (Matt. 11:10). The rejection of the Messiah after that of His fore-runner suspended the course of prophecy. The present time of the Church has been passed over in silence, and in v. 2 we see the LORD taking up His ways again towards the sons of Levi in a work of refining and purifying (vv. 2, 3; Ps. 66:10; Job 28:1). Some may have watched a foundry-man busily purifying silver. He sits by the side of the crucible as long as the melting process lasts. The operation is only finished when his own image is clearly reflected in the gleaming metal. A remarkable illustration of what the Saviour accomplishes in each one of us! He knows how to control our circumstances, sometimes stirring up the fiery trial, in order to purge us of all defiling alloy. He will pursue His patient work until His radiant moral likeness is reflected in us (cf. Zech. 13:9; 2 Cor. 3:18).
What must be the feelings of the Lord Jesus, deprived of the gifts of service and trust which are due to Him? "Prove me" He says to His people. Yes, the Lord rejoices when our faith allows Him to bless us.
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Malachi 3:13-18; Malachi 4:1-6

13Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee?14Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?15And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.16Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.17And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.18Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.
1For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.2But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.3And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.4Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:6And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.


God presents to us here the few faithful souls, humble and hidden, who were going to have the honour of welcoming His Son at His coming down to earth. They are His "jewels"; their names are enshrined in His "book of remembrance" and the Gospels bring some of them to our acquaintance: Joseph and Mary, Zacharias, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna . . . Are you in the little band of those today who fear the Lord, who speak one to another about Him and who wait for His return?
Later on, during the great tribulation, there will be a remnant who fear the Name of the LORD (Mal. 4:2; Rev. 12:17). For them the "Sun of righteousness" will arise. The power of darkness will come to an end, the proud and the workers of wickedness will be consumed (Mal. 3:15; Mal. 4:1-2). It is with the word curse that the Old Testament comes to its end, in other words the completely disappointing history of the first Adam. Its miserable and irremediable condition, leading to ultimate and eternal woe, has been convincingly demonstrated. Are we personally persuaded as to this in our own conscience? Then, from the first page of the New Testament, we are brought to know the Name of the second Man, Jesus, in whom God has found His pleasure, in whom we too find salvation and blessing.
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Galatians 1:1-10

1Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)2And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:3Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,4Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:5To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.6I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:7Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.8But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.9As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.


This is a stern letter which Paul addresses to the assemblies in Galatia. It was necessary for him to deal with not just a moral sin as among the Corinthians, but with a doctrinal evil of the utmost seriousness. These poor Galatians, deceived by false teachers, were abandoning grace – the only means of salvation – and returning to a religion of works. Paul strongly declares the absolute character of divine truth. It is one, it is complete, it is perfect, because Truth is Christ Himself (John 14:6). Sometimes we may hear souls stoutly maintaining – in reality to justify their unbelief – that every race of people has received its own revelation, the religion which is best adapted to their character and culture. Nothing is more false! There is only one gospel; it proclaims that "our Lord Jesus Christ . . . gave himself for our sins". What is the result of this? "In order," – goes on the apostle – "that he might deliver us from this present evil world . . ." (v. 4).
V. 10 reminds us of another truth which is important to know – striving to please men results in losing the privilege of being a servant of Christ. Is it Him alone, first and foremost, whom we desire to please? (1 Thess. 2:4).
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Galatians 1:11-24

11But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.13For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:14And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.15But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,16To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:17Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.18Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.19But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.20Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.21Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;22And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:23But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.24And they glorified God in me.


What a happy thing it is for us to be able to place our whole confidence in God's Word! If the gospel declared by Paul had been according to man, then yes, the Galatians would have been justified in accepting additions or modifications. But it was nothing of the sort. And to testify completely to the divine source of his ministry, the apostle recounts the extraordinary way in which it was entrusted to him. It was God who set him apart (v. 15), God who revealed His Son in him, God again who trained him in His school, without human instructors, in the Arabian desert. Above all, Christ had called him directly from heaven (Acts 9).
Paul, before his journey to Damascus, shows us that it is possible to be absolutely sincere while being absolutely the enemy of the Lord (John 16:2). But now, how dear to him was this church of God, formerly persecuted by him "beyond measure". Let us copy this devotion for the Lord and His own, this zeal to proclaim the faith (v. 23)! Notice, however, that before we are to speak to others of His Son, God is pleased to "reveal" Him in us (v. 16). He wants to produce in our hearts the sublime knowledge of Christ, in order that our witness for Him may flow out (2 Cor. 4:6).
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Galatians 2:1-10

1Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.2And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.3But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:4And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:5To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.6But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:7But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;8(For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)9And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.10Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.


The account which Paul gives us of the circumstances of his apostleship completes that which we know from the book of Acts. When the Lord had entrusted to Peter the proclamation of the gospel to the Jews, Paul was chosen to preach the same gospel to the Gentiles (v. 8). His meeting with the other apostles could not weaken a call received from the Lord. However, he took so much to heart their recommendation to remember the poor that this became indirectly the cause of his imprisonment at Jerusalem (Acts 24:17). What do we learn from these exchanges of the apostles? That we must value the service of others, and be careful not to go beyond the scope of our own, but to fulfil it without faltering and without having regards to man's person (v. 6).
The book of Acts confirms how much trouble the first Christians of Jewish origin had in freeing themselves of ordinances: circumcision and observance of the law. A conference was held at Jerusalem to settle these questions (Acts 15). But Satan does not readily renounce a weapon which he has already used with some success. In their turn, the Galatians, although not themselves Jews, had fallen into this trap, and Paul applies himself to showing them the terrible danger involved.


July 31

Galatians 2:11-21

11But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.14But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?15We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,16Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.17But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.18For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.19For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.20I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.21I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.


What was it that made this returning to the law so serious? Why does Paul take it so much to heart that he even blames Peter publicly for his equivocal attitude? (vv. 11-14). It is because the very fact of encouraging believers to return to Judaism and rely on works was in reality saying that the work of the Lord Jesus was not enough. That is how many Christians in our own day seem to think. They recognise in principle the atoning value of Christ's sacrifice. But at the same time they base their salvation on their own works and on the observance of their religion. They do their best and count on God for the rest. Let us reply to them in v. 16 "that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ." Such a simple way? Yes, but made available by such a great Person! It is "the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me" (v. 20). What is my part in this work? The part a dead person can play, that is to say, nothing. Being crucified with Christ, I am free from the law, and "yet not I, but Christ liveth in me . . ." Dear reader, whom the Lord loves, can you take these blessed statements as applying to yourself in all truth?



August 1

Galatians 3:1-14

1O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?4Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.5He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?6Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.7Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.9So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.10For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.11But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.12And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.13Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:14That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


The general plan of the epistle unfolds itself thus: ch. 1, 2: personal witness of the apostle; ch. 3, 4: doctrine of salvation by faith; ch. 5, 6: practical life of the believer through grace.
Paul's heart is overwhelmed: his zeal for the truth is matched by his love for his poor Galatians. What misleading spirit had bewitched them, that they have gone so far as to forget the grace of God? Alas, many Christians are like them. Christ crucified has been clearly set before their eyes (v. 1). They believed in Him, and through the Holy Spirit received the assurance of salvation. But they did not have confidence in Him to lead them in their Christian life. Having begun in the Spirit, they continue in the flesh (v. 3). Do you really think that God, after having justified us, can rely on us to finish His work? No, and it is because the same faith which has saved us is also that which we need to live by (v. 11). The righteous law of God, by contrast, could only cause us to die, to curse us, for we were incapable of carrying it out. It was necessary that Christ should take our place under this curse. To redeem us from it He paid the whole, terrible price. He endured the curse of the law when He took, on the cross, the place that I deserved. May He ever be blessed for it!


August 2

Galatians 3:15-29

15Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.16Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.17And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.18For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.19Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.20Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.21Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.22But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.23But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.25But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.27For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.29And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.


The apostle explains why the law in no way changes the divine promises. They were made before the law and God does not go back on them. In particular, they were made to the seed of Abraham, that is to say, to Christ (v. 16). Nothing could possibly annul or contradict what God had assured to His well-beloved – and to those who are His. "Wherefore then . . . the law?" (v. 19). It has been compared to a mirror. It shows me my defilement, but it is just as incapable of taking it away as the mirror is of washing me. That is not its function. The law serves to convince me of sin. It is also my tutor (JND trans.) until Christ (v. 24). After that its role is finished, just as that of a teacher who has prepared his pupils to go into a higher class. A painful school, indeed, is the law! It teaches me that I am a sinner, but it does not make me righteous; that I am dead, but it has no power to make me live; that I am without strength, but it can give me none. All that I lack, I then find in the Lord Jesus.
Baptism is the public sign that I am set apart for Christ, by His death. You who have been baptised, are you truly "children of God by faith in Christ Jesus"? Have you truly "put on Christ"? (vv. 26, 27). Putting on a uniform which one is not entitled to wear is fraud, and abuse of trust.


August 3

Galatians 4:1-18

1Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all;2But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.3Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:4But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.7Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.8Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods.9But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?10Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.11I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.12Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all.13Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first.14And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.15Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me.16Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?17They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them.18But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you.


So God had given something much more than the law: unconditional promises. They proceeded from His love and from His joy in blessing the Gentile nations as much as the Jews. To despise such a gift is to despise His love. For example, pretending to be paying for a present which you receive is something which will offend the giver. How the heart of God is grieved, in particular, to see so many Christians forgetting the liberty of the Spirit and substituting for it mean and irksome practices. What does all that prove? That these children of God have a very poor knowledge of their heavenly Father. It is understandable that an unconverted man is satisfied with "weak and beggarly elements" because he has nothing better. V. 9 tells us, "But now, after that ye have known God" and are known of Him (1 Cor. 8:3), let us not indulge in or tolerate anything unworthy of Him. Let us have full confidence in His love.
In v. 12 the apostle interrupts his exposition to speak to the hearts of his beloved Galatians. He knows how to stir up the memory of their kindness and devotion to him. Alas, affections which grow cold through absence are feeble affections. Convictions which can be weakened as soon as God's servant departs are feeble convictions. How is it with our Christian love? And how is it with our faith?


August 4

Galatians 4:19-31

19My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,20I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you.21Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?22For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.23But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.24Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.25For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.26But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.27For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.28Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.29But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.30Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.31So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.


The apostle is full of distress and perplexity. Is his patient labour so to be brought to nothing? (v. 1). He feels constrained to take up again with the Galatians the very rudiments of the Gospel. Let us seize the opportunity of taking them up again at the same time. For if Paul regrets not being able to be present to teach his children in the faith (v. 20), we can understand the motive underlying this: God wanted to give us this letter.
Nevertheless, you will say, we hardly run the same risk today of putting ourselves again under the law. How little we know ourselves! Every time we smugly assume by our behaviour that God owes us something or other, that is nothing more or less than legalism. Every time we make a resolution without waiting on the Lord, every time that we compare ourselves with others to our own advantage, we show this spirit of self-righteousness, the declared enemy of grace (cf. v. 29). To illustrate this enmity, Paul uses the two sons of Abraham. Isaac, the son of promise, is the only one who can inherit. Ishmael, a child of the flesh, born of the slave Hagar, has no right to the riches and blessings of the father. Do we all belong to the Jerusalem which is above? With Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, are we co-heirs of the same promise, the heavenly city (v. 26; Heb. 11:9-10, 16)?


August 5

Galatians 5:1-15

1Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.2Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.3For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.4Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.5For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.6For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.7Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?8This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.9A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.10I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.11And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.12I would they were even cut off which trouble you.13For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.14For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.15But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.


Man has always considered liberty as the most precious of all that is good. But where can he truly enjoy it? He is born and dies with chains riveted to his heart, poor slave of his passions that he is. Only the Lord Jesus can free him (v. 1; John 8:36). Another question then arises: what use is the one who has been redeemed by the Lord Jesus to make of his liberty? Will he put himself deliberately back under the hard yoke of the law (v. 1)? Such an attitude is as absurd as if a freed criminal wanted to return to his prison cell! Is he then to use it "as an occasion to the flesh" (v. 13)? This step would be the opposite to that of the Thessalonians; it would be going back from serving God to the tyranny of the worldly idols (Gal. 4:8-9; Luke 11:26; 1 Thess. 1:9). No, this liberty, so dearly purchased by the Saviour on the cross, is a liberty the Christian should use for the benefit of service to others. Finally, it is in this way he will fulfil the law, since this is summed up in a single word: love, "He that loveth another hath fulfilled the law" (Rom. 13:8-9). Moreover, he fulfils the commandment of the Lord Jesus, whose last and dearest wish was that we should love one another as He loved us (John 13:34; John 15:12, 17).


August 6

Galatians 5:16-26

16This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulful the lust of the flesh.17For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.18But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.19Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,20Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,21Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,23Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.24And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.25If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.26Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.


The Lord Jesus explains how to recognise if a work is of the flesh or of the Spirit (read Matt. 7:16-20; John 3:6). "A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit." The fruits mentioned in vv. 19-21, then, can only come from a bad tree – the flesh. Moreover it is still within each one of us and still has the same dreadful possibilities. But if we are "Christ's" (v. 24), there dwells in us another active power – the Holy Spirit. He gives us power to live (v. 25) and power to walk (vv. 16-25). He is contrary to the flesh (v. 17). He leads us (v. 18). He brings to maturity His own fruit, which it is impossible to confound with any other, the precious fruit of the vine, of which v. 22 mentions the nine choice parts – love, joy, peace . . . A tree, however, can be without fruit if all its strength is exhausted in useless suckers springing from its base. What does the gardener do in this event? He prunes these suckers to allow the sap to circulate freely in the branches which have been grafted in. This is the meaning of v. 24. "They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh" at their conversion. They have submitted by faith to the sentence of death on their whole nature (the wild tree has been cut in order to be grafted). Henceforth they have to judge its manifestations: passions and lusts. "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit" (v. 25).


August 7

Galatians 6:1-18

1Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.2Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.3For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.4But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.5For every man shall bear his own burden.6Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.7Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.8For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.9And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.10As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.11Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.12As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.13For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.14But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.15For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.16And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.17From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.18Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.


This chapter shows us how to act: towards a brother who has been overtaken in a fault, without losing sight of our own responsibility (v. 1); towards those who are weighed down with burdens (v. 2); towards those "of the household of faith"; finally towards all men, by doing good to them (v. 10). At present we are sowing, but having in view the reaping "in due season." Now it is clear that the harvest will inevitably be one of the same nature as the seed sown. Only a madman could expect to gather wheat from the field where tares have been sown. The flesh always produces corrupt fruit, while the fruit of the Spirit grows to life eternal (v. 8; Gal. 5:22; cf. Hosea 8:7; Hosea 10:13). So then, now is the time for us to make the choice; later on all regrets will be useless.
The Christian has already been declared dead to the law (Gal. 2:19), and dead to the flesh (Gal. 5:24), He is recognised here as dead to the world, and the world dead to him (v. 14). Henceforth the world has no more rights over me than I have to the use of the world. Between it and me there is raised up an impassable barrier; it is the "cross of our Lord Jesus Christ", my deliverance and my glory. On the one side, "a new creature", on the other "nothing" which God recognises (v. 15). May we be of one mind with Him in principle and in practice.


August 8

Ephesians 1:1-14

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:2Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.13In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.


The epistle to the Ephesians looks at the Christian in his heavenly position. Heaven is not only a future habitation for the child of God. Even now he has his dwelling place there in Christ. The head of a family who works away from home does not confuse the factory or the office with his home. To be absent from the house in no way prevents him from having his home there, where all his affections are, his interests, all he possesses. Such is heaven for the Christian: the well-known place where both his treasure and his heart are to be found (Luke 12:34), because his Saviour is there. Christ is in heaven, and we are in Christ. These two facts assure us of our right of access to heavenly places, and the precious blessings which are ours in consequence. All that concerns the Well-Beloved equally concerns those who are accepted in Him (v. 6). That is why the apostle develops here the fulness of God's purposes in Christ (source of every blessing) in this lengthy passage (vv. 3-14), which allows no diminution, for everything holds together and is bound together in the mind of God. Moreover, what He does for us is inseparable from that which He does for Christ and must finally accrue "to the praise of his glory" (v. 12), and "to the praise of the glory of his grace" (v. 6).


August 9

Ephesians 1:15-23

15Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,16Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.


In his prayer addressed to "the God of our Lord Jesus Christ" (v. 17) the apostle asks for the saints that first they may know what their position is (v.18), and then what is the power that brings them there (vv. 19-20). "The fulness of our blessing derives from the fact that we are blessed with Christ. We were once associated with the first Adam in the fall, but are now associated in glory with the second Man. He possesses nothing which He does not bring us into. This is the mark of perfect love: glory (John 17:22), joy (John 15:11), peace (John 14:27), love of the Father (John 17:26). He will not take up the inheritance without the coheirs. . . Paul does not ask that the saints may have part in these things – they belong to them already – but that they may rejoice in them" (J.N.D.). And let us notice it is the eyes of our heart which have to be opened to these glorious realities. Love is the true key of our understanding (Luke 24:31). By stirring up our affections, the Spirit leads us to contemplate Christ, the risen Man clothed with power and majesty in accordance with Psalm 8. His body, the Assembly, completes Him as Man. He is the "Head", glorified in heaven; His body is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.


August 10

Ephesians 2:1-10

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.4But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,5Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)6And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:7That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:9Not of works, lest any man should boast.10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.


In a few words, vv. 1-3 depict the tragic position in which we once were. Children of wrath, we walked then according to the world, according to its prince and according to our own guilty lusts. But God came in (v. 4). "His great love" has risen above such a scene of misery. He has quickened those who were dead. He has raised them. Furthermore He has made them sit down in His heaven, the very place where Christ is seated (v. 6; Eph. 1:20). To be dead in sins or seated in heavenly places: there is no middle position. Which position is yours?
Vv. 8-10 bring out the uselessness of our own works for salvation, and the full value of the work of God: "we are his workmanship". But does the fact that we are seated in the heavenly places relieve us of all activity on this earth? Very much to the contrary! Being saved by grace, we have been created anew (see Eph. 4:24), tools fashioned for this specific use: good works which the God of kindness (v. 7) has arranged beforehand for our pathway (Ps. 100:3; Ps. 119:73). Not that He needs any work of ours, but He wants our devotion. Finally, never let us fail to ask Him each morning: Lord, show me what Thou hast Thyself prepared for me today, and grant that I may fulfil it with Thy help (Heb. 13:21).


August 11

Ephesians 2:11-22

11Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;12That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.14For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;15Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;16And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:17And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.18For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.19Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;21In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:22In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.


In comparison with the Jewish race, the lot of the Gentile nations was miserable indeed. They had no right to the promises made by the LORD to Abraham and his descendants (Rom. 9:4). We were amongst those strangers. Yes, let us remember (v. 11) that sad time when we were without Christ, and in consequence without hope and without God in the world. In this way all we possess now in Him will appear so much the more precious. We have more than a covenant with God: the free gift of peace (Rom. 5:1), guaranteed by the presence of the Lord Jesus in heaven. "For he is our peace" (v. 14). He is also the One who made it (v. 14 end) and paid its full price. Finally it is He who preached it (v. 17). He did not want to allow anyone else the privilege of imparting it to His dear disciples on the evening of His resurrection: "Peace be unto you," He said to them (John 20:21; Isaiah 52:7). And He adds: "As My Father hath sent me, even so send I you . . ." We who have heard and believed the good news of the gospel are responsible in our turn to make it known to others.
The end of the chapter shows us the Assembly of God in course of construction (see Acts 2:47), resting on Christ, the chief corner stone, to be His dwelling place down here through the Spirit.


August 12

Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,2If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to youward:3How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,4Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)5Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;6That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:7Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.8Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;9And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:10To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,11According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:12In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.


This chapter is a parenthesis, to highlight the mystery "now revealed", which is the subject of the passage (vv. 3, 9), the mystery of Christ and the Assembly. If the divine wisdom can be admired in creation (Ps. 104:24; Prov. 3:19), how much greater still does it shine out in the unchangeable counsels of God regarding the glory and the eternal joy of His well-beloved Son. This wisdom so "manifold" has been revealed in a sovereign and entirely new manner through the Church (Assembly). The angels admire it; the nations, up till then without hope, receive the "good news" of this (v. 8 JND trans.). It was to Paul, by a special call, that this revelation was given, the greatness of which humbled him in his own eyes. He was entrusted with the duty of making known to all the riches of divine grace (Eph. 1:7; Eph. 2:7) and glory (Eph. 1:18; Eph. 3:16). The promise of Psalm 84:11: "The LORD will give grace and glory" was realised at the Cross. These marvellous and free gifts are ours from now on. Which of us as children did not dream of discovering treasure? There exists no greater treasure than these "unsearchable riches of Christ". May He Himself grant us to value them above all else and to lay hold of them by faith.


August 13

Ephesians 3:13-21

13Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.14For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,15Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,16That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;17That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,18May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.20Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,21Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.


This further prayer of the apostle is addressed to the "Father of our Lord Jesus Christ" (v. 14: cf. Eph. 1:16-17). May He "that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think" (v. 20) grant the same to each one of us. May He give us to understand something of His glory, utterly unsearchable and eternal. But however marvellous and infinite may be the distant perspectives of this glory, it is not just these which fix and hold our affections. That is why the apostle adds without any break: "and to know the love of Christ . . ." Suppose I am suddenly transported to the court of a sovereign. No doubt I should be dazzled by the scene and like a fish out of water. But if I find my best friend there, and he is the most important person there, immediately I shall feel happy and at ease. It is like this in the glory; it is the glory of the Lord Jesus whom we love.
Let us, with the apostle, ask that His Spirit may strengthen our "inner man". If Christ dwells in us (v. 17), it is nothing less than "all the fulness of God" which will fill us (v. 19; Colossians 2:9-10), and with it power, love, faith and understanding. Dear friends, the Father has made a place for us in His house (ch. 1, 2). Have we made a place for the Lord Jesus in our hearts?


August 14

Ephesians 4:1-12

1I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,2With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.4There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;5One Lord, one faith, one baptism,6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.7But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.8Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.9(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?10He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:


"I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves . . ." This word of Paul to the elders of Ephesus (Acts 20:27-28) corresponds to the two divisions in the epistle to the Ephesians. From ch. 1 to ch. 3 the apostle has just given an exposition of the marvellous counsel of God. "I beseech you therefore . . ." he goes on, showing in ch. 4-6 the behaviour which is appropriate to such a high calling (1 Thess. 2:12). This calling should be characterised, in the first place, by the very opposite of a spirit of superiority: lowliness with meekness, and longsuffering in love, in the bond of peace. In accordance with the hope of one calling, one Spirit alone unites the members of one body (but men have founded numerous churches, each one counting its own members). Under the authority of one Lord, one Christian faith is taught, and one baptism bestows the name and the responsibility of Christian (but men will speak to you of the baptism of their religion!) Finally, one God and Father, from whom everyone and everything proceeds, has His divine claims upon us.
The Lord, as the glorified Man, has ascended above all heavens, after having descended into death. He now distributes to His own the various gifts of His grace. Have we submitted ourselves to Him?


August 15

Ephesians 4:13-24

13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:16From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.17This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,18Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:19Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.20But ye have not so learned Christ;21If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:22That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;23And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.


Most young people are anxious to enjoy the privileges of adults. By contrast it may not matter to them if in their spiritual life they continue as children, sometimes for the whole of their lives. Vv. 13-16 describe the harmonious growth of the body of Christ, of which we form part. This growth is the result of each believer's development. It is in the Lord Jesus that the "perfect man" attains his full stature. Christ is in Himself "fulness" (v. 13; 1 John 2:13). By contrast, the little child, for want of being established in the truth, remains open to every kind of error. A very dangerous condition! We see into what moral and spiritual darkness the world is plunged by its ignorance of God (vv. 17-19). We who have been taught the truth as it is in Jesus will show by our conduct how we have "learned Christ" (v. 20). Our doctrine, or rather our manner of life, is a Person. Christ teaches Himself. "Study Him much" it has been said. And live Him!
Just as we discard one article of clothing for another, we have put off the old man and put on the new man (vv. 22-24). Our clothing does not pass unnoticed. What is ours like in the eyes of others? Is it the dirty garments of the old man, or rather some moral likeness to the Lord Jesus (Acts 4:13)?


August 16

Ephesians 4:25-32; Ephesians 5:1-2

25Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.26Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:27Neither give place to the devil.28Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.29Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.30And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.31Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:32And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
1Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;2And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.


It is truly sad that God has to give such simple instructions to those who are seated in heavenly places: not to lie – not to steal – not to get drunk (Eph. 5:18 . . .). But He knows what our poor fleshly hearts are capable of, and the Devil, who knows that too, will miss no opportunity that we give him (v. 27).
Let us notice that each exhortation is accompanied by a particularly high and touching motive. The three divine Persons are involved here: 
1. the Holy Spirit is within us; let us be careful not to grieve Him (v. 30). 
2. we are the beloved children of God, and our Father wants to see His likeness in us (Eph. 5:1). "Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you", we read in v. 32. This goes much further than the prayer taught to the Jewish disciples: "forgive us our sins; for we also forgive everyone that is indebted to us . . ." (Luke 11:4). 
3. the Lord Jesus Himself is our example (Eph. 5:2; John 13:14). He has taught us what true love is by loving us unto death (1 John 3:16). Yet let us never forget it was first of all to God that He offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice, an odour of an infinitely sweet savour.



August 17

Ephesians 5:3-21

3But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;4Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.5For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.6Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.7Be not ye therefore partakers with them.8For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:9(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)10Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.12For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.13But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.14Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.15See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,16Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.17Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.18And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;19Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;20Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;21Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.


Beware of empty and foolish words which we may utter (vv. 3-5) or listen to (v. 6)! Once in darkness, now we are light in the Lord; between these two – our conversion! Two conditions, with two corresponding walks: that of former times (Eph. 2:2; Eph. 4:17-19), and that which must characterise us from now on. Being created for good works, let us walk in them (Eph. 2:10). Being called to the glory of Christ, let us walk in a manner worthy of that calling (Eph. 4:1). Having become "light in the Lord", let us walk as children of light (v. 8; cf. John 11:10). In the dangerous and evil days in which we live, let us watch where we put our feet; let us walk carefully (v. 15). Are all these conditions a painful restraint? By no means – and vv. 19, 20 show in what way the Christian can demonstrate his joy and gratitude.
Let us meditate often on v. 16. Alas! each of us knows the regret of having let slip many an opportunity, whether for service or for witness! At least, let us learn to grasp these opportunities which are still before us. Let us not miss the unique and marvellous opportunity to live the rest of our short earthly life for the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone is worthy of it.


August 18

Ephesians 5:22-33

22Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.23For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.24Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;26That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,27That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.28So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.29For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:30For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.31For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.32This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.33Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.


Up to ch. 6:9 the apostle introduces Christianity to the family circle. Submission of a wife to her husband, the subject of v. 22, is today considered an outdated concept. But if reverence for Christ pervades the atmosphere of a household, the husband will require nothing arbitrary and the wife for her part will recognise that all that is asked of her corresponds to the will of the Lord. In effect, it is love which will govern the husband's attitude. And once again the perfect Example is brought before us: Christ in His divine affection for His Church. In Ephesians 1:23 and Ephesians 4 we have seen the Assembly as His Body, with Himself as the Head. In Ephesians 2 the Church is presented to us as a building of which He is the corner stone. Finally, here it is His Bride. Under this title the Church has received, is receiving and will continue to receive the most excellent assurances of His love. Yesterday Christ gave Himself for the Assembly (v. 2). Today He surrounds it with His care, purifies it, nourishes it, cherishes it and prepares it tenderly for the glorious meeting to come (vv. 26, 29; see Eph. 4:11 . . .). Tomorrow, He will present it, worthy of Himself, for His joy, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but glorious, holy and irreproachable, because it will then be clothed with His own perfections (v. 27).


August 19

Ephesians 6:1-12

1Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.2Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)3That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.4And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.5Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;6Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;7With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:8Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.9And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.10Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.


Do not suppose that this epistle, which brings out such elevated and sometimes abstract truths, is written solely for advanced Christians, the "perfect man" mentioned in Eph. 4:13. Here the apostle is directly addressing children. What he has to say to them is quite simple – "Obey your parents"; consider these instructions as being those of the Lord. This discipline, however painful it may seem to you at times, corresponds to the instructions which your fathers have received concerning you (v. 4).
As to slaves and masters, what is enjoined on them is applicable to all who have an employer (vv. 5-8) or who have employees (v. 9). Our work will give us the opportunity each day to put these verses into practice, that is to say, to do God's will (from the heart). We are under His eyes continually (v. 6). But we need strength. Where are we to find it? In the Lord (v. 10). He alone will make us capable of encountering those bold, invisible enemies, the spiritual powers of Satanic evil which threaten us. For Christ is Himself seated "in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion . . .", having won the victory over them by His cross (Eph. 1:20-22; Col. 2:15).


August 20

Ephesians 6:13-24

13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.14Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;15And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;16Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:18Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;19And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,20For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.21But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things:22Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts.23Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.24Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.


To stand firm against these terrible foes of the spiritual world the armour of man is completely useless – as useless as fighting with his fists against tanks and missiles (see also Job 41:1 . . .). But God puts His armour at our disposal (cf. Rom. 13:12). What are the various pieces of this armour? Truth, as a belt – the strength which comes from obedience to the Word; through it the Lord Jesus triumphed when He was tempted in the wilderness. Righteousness, as a breastplate – unswervingly blameless behaviour before men. The gospel of peace as shoes – an active walk in peace preparing souls for the reception of the truth. Faith for a shield – absolute confidence in all that God is. Salvation as a helmet – the same confidence in that which God has done. Thus clothed and protected, the sword of the Spirit and prayer will allow us to counter-attack victoriously.
It is much too late to start putting on this complete armour when we are already in the battle. Let us wear it "always" (v. 18), so that we may be sure of being protected by it in "the evil day" (v. 13). Among the other things we pray for, do not let us neglect prayers for the work of the Lord. The apostle asked for them. He was assured of finding among the Ephesians a deep interest for the gospel and for the Assembly. May the Lord see such interest in each of us!


August 21

Philippians 1:1-18

1Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:2Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.3I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,4Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,5For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:7Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.8For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.9And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;10That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;11Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.12But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;13So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;14And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.15Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:16The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:17But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel.18What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.


This epistle has been called the book of Christian experience. This experience can be summed up as follows: Christ is sufficient for me. He is my life (Phil. 1), my example (Phil. 2), my goal (Phil. 3), my strength and my joy (Phil. 4). Paul does not speak here as an apostle, nor as a teacher; he is simply a "bondslave of Jesus Christ". How could he claim a higher position than that which his Master took (Phil. 2:7)? From the solitude of his prison in Rome he writes to his dear Philippians, among whom we have already met Lydia and the jailer (Acts 16). His fervent love (v. 8) for them is revealed by his prayers. Notice the chain of his requests: love, true knowledge, spiritual discernment, sincere and upright behaviour, fruit which remains (vv. 9-11).
Then he reassures them about his imprisonment. This blow which the Enemy thought to bring against the gospel had on the contrary contributed to its furtherance. Open opposition, intended to discourage the Lord's witnesses, generally has the effect of stirring them up.
What is the apostle's attitude on hearing that the gospel was sometimes being preached in very questionable circumstances? Not impatience or criticism – nor, on the other hand, any desire to associate himself with it. His is only a sincere joy to see God's work being accomplished whatever the instruments used for the purpose.


August 22

Philippians 1:19-30

19For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,20According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.22But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.23For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:24Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.25And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;26That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.27Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;28And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.29For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;30Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.


The heart of man is so constituted that it cannot be left empty. It feels a hunger, which the world, like a large departmental store, makes every effort to satisfy by a wide variety of its most desirable products. But we know from experience that however attractive a display of food may be before lunch, it ceases to attract us after it! This somewhat familiar comparison helps us to remember this: nothing else exercises an attraction for a heart filled with Christ. It was so with the beloved apostle: Christ was his one object, his only reason for living. Who would dare to apply to himself this v. 21? However, Christian progress consists in realising it more and more. Christ alone was enough for Paul, both to live and to die. Facing these alternatives, "he did not know what to choose. By dying he gained Christ; by living he serves Christ" (JND). Love for the saints inclined him rather to remain.
The defence of the gospel, as in every combat, involves sufferings (1 Thess. 2:2 end). But these sufferings are as much a gift of grace from the Lord as is salvation, a privilege He grants to the saints (v. 29). Instead of pitying the Christians who are persecuted, should we not rather envy them? At least let us pray for them. We shall thus take our part with them in the conflict for the truth.


August 23

Philippians 2:1-11

1If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,2Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.4Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


There is only one secret for finding the way into every heart, for gaining a brother and settling a quarrel: self-denial. It is by contemplating and adoring our incomparable Example that we shall be able to learn this. According to the Lord's own words, "Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted", by God (read Luke 14:11; Luke 18:14). Two histories directly opposed to one another are summed up in that short statement: that of the first Adam, who was disobedient unto death, and was followed by his ambitious and rebellious race; and that of Christ Jesus who in love divested Himself of His divine glory, emptying Himself to become man, then humbled Himself such that He could go no lower, even to the death of the cross. The form of a man, the condition of a slave, the ignominious death of a malefactor, such were the steps of this wonderful pathway. Yes, God in complete righteousness had to raise Him to the very height of heaven, to honour Him with a Name above all others. It is by this name of Jesus, so glorious and so gentle, which He took in order to obey, to serve, to suffer and to die, that He will be acknowledged as Lord and will receive universal homage. Dear friend, what is the value of this Name to your heart?


August 24

Philippians 2:12-30

12Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.14Do all things without murmurings and disputings:15That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;16Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.17Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.18For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me.19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state.20For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.21For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.22But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.23Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me.24But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly.25Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.26For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick.27For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.28I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful.29Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation:30Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me.


Himself the Example of obedience, the Lord has the right to require our obedience in everything "without murmurings and disputings" (v. 14). The apostle's absence in no way exempted the Philippians from this (v. 12). On the contrary, he not being there to care for them, they had to watch over themselves in order not to fail in their Christian life. Similarly when a young Christian leaves his parents' house, he does not thereby cease to be under submission to the Lord, but becomes himself responsible for his behaviour. The word translated work has the literal meaning of cultivate, and so implies the patient pursuit of such activities as the pulling up of poisonous weeds (impure thoughts, dishonest practices, lies, etc. . .). Although no one can do this for us, this work can not be accomplished in our own strength (v. 13). Even the will, the desire is promoted in us by the Lord. But see then what beautiful witness results from it (vv. 14-16).
Let us in this chapter consider the examples of devotion beginning with the most sublime of all, that of Christ, then of Paul associated with the Philippians (vv. 16, 17), then of Timothy (v. 22) and finally of Epaphroditus (vv. 25, 26, 30), By contrast, what a sad note in v. 21. Whom do we want to be like, dear readers?


August 25

Philippians 3:1-11

1Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.2Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.3For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.4Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:5Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;6Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.7But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,9And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;11If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.


Besides men of God like Timothy and Epaphroditus, who were to be received and honoured (Phil. 2:29; 1 Cor. 16:15-18), there were also evil workers to be guarded against. They preached the religion of works, which has confidence in the flesh and makes much of human opinions. Certainly, if anyone had worth-while human qualifications, it was indeed Paul, a Jew of high rank, all that was most orthodox and zealous as to the law . . . He sets out all these advantages, as if in a great ledger account, draws a line beneath them all and writes the word "Loss". Just as it only needs the sun to rise to make all the stars fade away, one Name alone, that of Christ glorified, henceforth eclipses in his heart all those poor earthly vanities; they are "counted" not only as without value, but "dung". It is no great sacrifice to renounce a dung heap! May the Lord teach us to divest ourselves joyfully, as Bartimaeus did when he threw away his cloak, of all that we still hold dear as to our own reputation and righteousness (but which is only "the 'I' patched up and polished" – J.N.D.). This is the cost of being able to "know Him . . ." by following Him in His path of self-denial, suffering and death, but also of resurrection (Matt. 16:21, 24).


August 26

Philippians 3:12-21

12Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.15Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.16Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.17Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.18(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:19Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)20For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:21Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.


As a rule, those men who achieve something important in the world are those dominated by a single passion. Whether it is a question of conquering the poles, of winning a Nobel prize, or of fighting an invader, there are always to be found men of action prepared to sacrifice everything for a great cause. Such was Paul after Christ had laid hold of him (cf. Jer. 20:7). He knew he was fully committed to the Christian race and, like a trained athlete, maintained his strenuous course without turning aside or looking back, thinking only of the prize to be gained at the end (read 2 Tim. 4:7). Here he offers himself as our coach, inviting us to follow in his tracks (v. 17)! Let us, like him, forget the things which are behind: our success, of which we might be proud; our set-backs, because we might be discouraged by them. Let us strive toward the goal with all our might, for this race over rough ground is certainly not just a pleasant stroll. It is serious and what is at stake is vital.
How inconsistent it is for one who has his citizenship in heaven to have his thoughts centred on earthly things (v. 20). What is it that two fellow countrymen speak about when they meet in a foreign land? Their country! We shall always be of the same mind (v. 15) if as Christians we speak together of the joys of the celestial city.


August 27

Philippians 4:1-9

1Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.2I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.3And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.4Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.5Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.6Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.7And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.8Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.9Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.


"Rejoice in the Lord", the apostle insists. Yet he does not lack reasons for tears (see Phil. 3:18). An unhappy quarrel separates two sisters, Euodias and Syntyche, and troubles the assembly. Paul exhorts – or rather beseeches – each of them personally. May they learn – and we too – the great lesson of Philippians 2:2 (cf. Prov. 13:10). Is our gentleness known by our brothers and sisters, by our friends? How many quarrels will cease if we have the conscious feeling that the coming of the Lord is near. How many worries also! In prayer let us unburden our hearts of all those things which torment them. To be set free from them? Not necessarily, but that God may pour out His perfect peace into our hearts (v. 7). But how are we to avoid evil thoughts? By cultivating good ones! Let us use v. 8 like a sieve with many sides. Those things that occupy my thoughts at this moment – are they true? . . . honest? . . . pure? . . . lovely? . . . of good report? Purified thoughts can only produce deeds of the same nature (v. 9). And what will be the result of that? Not only the peace of God, but the God of peace will dwell in person with us (John 14:23).


August 28

Philippians 4:10-23

10But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.14Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction.15Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.16For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.17Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.18But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.19But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.20Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.21Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet you.22All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's household.23The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.


No doubt Paul remembers his first visit to Philippi, the prison and the hymns he sang there with Silas (Acts 16:24-25). Once more he is a prisoner, but nothing takes his joy from him, because nothing can take Christ from him. It is the same with regard to his strength. "I can do all things," he says, despite his chains "through Christ which strengtheneth me" (cf. 2 Cor. 6:10). Like him, we learn to be content whatever may be our circumstances: success or difficulty, health or sickness, good times or bad . . . if we are content in the Lord.
Although they were very poor, the Philippians had just sent fresh help to the apostle by the hand of Epaphroditus (read 2 Cor. 8:1-5). The apostle assures them from his own experience: "My God shall supply all your need" – but not all your covetous desires. He involves the responsibility of his God as if he were endorsing a blank cheque which can make available unlimited credit for himself and his friends: nothing less than "his riches in glory" (v. 19; Eph. 3:16). May God grant us to experience the secret of the happy apostle: the full sufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ, until the longing utterance of the psalm is at last accomplished: "I will behold thy face . . . I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness" (Ps. 17:15).


August 29

Colossians 1:1-11

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,2To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.3We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,4Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,5For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;6Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:7As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;8Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.9For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;10That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;11Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;


This epistle is addressed to an assembly which Paul had never visited (Col. 2:1). Colosse seems to have received the gospel through Epaphras, a servant of God to whom a remarkable testimony is given here (vv. 7, 8) and in Colossians 4:12-13. In accordance with his usual practice, the apostle first mentions all the good things possible to be found among the believers to whom he is writing. Let us be inspired by his example. The threefold and complete fruit borne by the gospel at Colosse was faith, hope and love (vv. 4, 5). But what nourishes faith, sustains hope and rekindles love is the knowledge of God (v. 10). Moreover, in his prayer, the apostle asks for the Colossians to be filled with it. Their Christian walk – and ours too – should reflect a double motive: as before others, to show ourselves worthy of Him to whom we profess to belong; but above all, before the Lord, if we love Him, to seek to please Him in every thing.
See finally in v. 11 why all the Lord's strength is required. It is not for any very spectacular combat, not even here to proclaim the gospel. It is simply to give us patience and long-suffering – with joy. These are victories which we have the opportunity of experiencing each day.


August 30

Colossians 1:12-23

12Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:13Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:14In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.19For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;20And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.21And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled22In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:23If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;


True Christianity is not a religion, a collection of truths which one professes. It is the experiential knowledge of Someone. Christianity is Christ, known and lived out. We have been put into relationship with an incomparable Person — the Son of the Father's love. He has given us a future in the light, a place in the kingdom, redemption, remission of sins, peace which Christ has made through His own blood (v. 20) . . . But what constitutes the grandeur of such a work is the grandeur of the One who accomplishes it. The apostle enumerates, as it were in a single breath, the glories of the Well-Beloved: what He is; what He has become; what He has made of us. He asserts His twofold pre-eminence: over the created universe, and over the Church; His twofold title of First-born of all creation (that is to say, the universal Heir of it), and the First-born from among the dead. Through Him life sprang from nothing in creation. It has also sprung out of the tomb in redemption. He is the Creator of all things in heaven and earth (v. 16). He is the Reconciler of all things on earth and in heaven (v. 20). Finally He is the Head who must have the first place in every thing: in the heavens, on the earth, and in our heart (v. 18).


August 31

Colossians 1:24-29; Colossians 2:1-5

24Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:25Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;26Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:27To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:28Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:29Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.
1For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;2That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;3In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.4And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.5For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.


Paul was a minister of the gospel (v. 23 end), but also of the Church (v. 25). At the cost of much suffering he laboured and strove for it (vv. 28, 29). He proclaimed the divine mysteries, hidden from the wise and prudent, but revealed to the youngest believer (v. 26; Col. 2:2 end; cf. Eph. 3).
While on this subject, let us notice the many resemblances between this epistle to the Colossians and that to the Ephesians. But while in the latter the Christian is seen as seated in the heavenly places in Christ (Eph. 2:6), the epistle to the Colossians looks at him as being still on the earth, having Christ in him: the hope of glory (v. 27). What a marvellous thought! He "in whom all fulness was pleased to dwell" (v. 19 JND trans.) now dwells Himself in the hearts of His own. We can understand that before mentioning the "enticing words" (v. 4) and the imaginations of the human spirit, the apostle begins by presenting the excellent Christian realities, in order to put them into contrast. Yes, truly, we have in Christ all riches of the full assurance of understanding" and "all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (vv. 2, 3). Could we find anything more outside of Him?



September 1

Colossians 2:6-19

6As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:7Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.8Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.9For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.10And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:11In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:12Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;14Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;15And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.16Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:17Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.18Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,19And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.


To be occupied with the glories of the Lord Jesus is the way to be built up and rooted in Him (v. 7). The roots of a tree provide both for its nourishment and stability (Prov. 12:3). If the Christian is not grounded in the faith (Col. 1:23), he risks being carried about "with every wind of doctrine" (Eph. 4:14; cf. Matt. 13:21). It was just those dangerous winds which were blowing at Colosse: philosophy (v. 8), tradition (note this!), the worship of angels (v. 18), religious ordinances (v. 22) . . . all those things which v. 8 calls vain deceits. With no less imagination, doctrines and theses are thought up and multiplied today. Let us beware of listening to any teaching which is outside the Word of God. The Enemy of our souls would seek, through the agents he employs, to seduce us (v. 4), to make us his prey (v. 8 JND trans.), to spoil us, to deprive us of our reward in the fight (v. 18). But the great fight has been fought and won by Another. The cross, where Satan had thought for a moment to triumph, has resulted in his complete and public defeat (v. 15); he has himself been spoiled of his armour and his goods (read Luke 11:21-22). Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed, or rather not allow the Lord to be robbed of what belongs to Him, whatever it may be.


September 2

Colossians 2:20-23; Colossians 3:1-7

20Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,21(Touch not; taste not; handle not;22Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?23Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.
1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.3For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.


What we should or should not do is determined by what we are. Now our two-fold position has just been described (vv. 12, 13). 
1. We are dead with Christ (v. 20), dead to the rudiments of the world; we can no longer take for our rule of life the principles which govern this world, with its moral or religious pretensions, and its estimate, so often false, of what is right and wrong. 
2. We are "risen with Christ" (Col. 3:1). As people of the realm above, let us think of the things above, let us apply the principles of that place in even the most ordinary circumstances down here.
Yes, you are dead, v. 3 confirms once more, and the new and imperishable life you now possess is "hid with Christ in God". "Therefore the world knoweth us not" – that is to say, it does not understand us – because it did not know Him (1 John 3:1). But when Christ is manifested, then all will know what our secret was.
Although our life is in heaven, we still have with us on the earth those "members" so dangerous morally, in other words, our lusts. Let us regard as dead all these guilty evidences of the old man. Because of them, "the wrath of God cometh upon the children of disobedience"; because of them, that wrath fell on our perfect Substitute.


September 3

Colossians 3:8-17

8But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;10And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:11Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.14And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.15And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.17And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.


The things to be put off by the old man are the wretched rags described in vv. 8, 9: anger, wrath, malice . . . We should be ashamed to present ourselves in these. Let us rather put on the radiant garments of the new man, of whom Christ is the perfect Example (v. 10). His adornments are described: mercy . . . humbleness . . . gentleness, long-suffering, forgiveness . . . Above all, let us be clothed with love, the very nature of the new man. It is love which will cause us to be recognised as disciples of the Lord Jesus (John 13:35).
Our inward state is no less important. In us there should dwell: Christ, who is all (v. 11), His peace (v. 15), His Word (v. 16). Just having the Bible in the house or even on our bedside table will not do us the least good. The most nourishing service of food will not do us any good while it remains on the plate. The word must dwell in us richly (Rom. 10:8). Another way, which we may hardly have thought about, of being taught and admonished is through hymns, sung from our hearts to God (Ps. 119:54). Let us not deprive Him or ourselves of such hymns. Finally, here is a twofold question which will serve as a touchstone for all our words and our actions. "Can I say or do this in the Name of the Lord Jesus? Can I give thanks for it to God the Father?"


September 4

Colossians 3:18-25; Colossians 4:1-6

18Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.19Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.20Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.21Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.22Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:23And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;24Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.25But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.
1Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.2Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;3Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:4That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.5Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.6Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.


In Colossians 3:10-11 distinctions among mankind as God's creation are nullified; only the fundamental difference between the old man and the new man is maintained (cf. Gal. 3:27-28). But here the Christian, in whom exists these two natures, is considered in his relationship with others, and at the same time with the Lord. In contrast with the rest of the epistle where we have to do with Christ (our life), He is here called the Lord, in order to emphasise His rights and His authority. Children, wives, husbands, servants or masters, each has his or her place and each in his own way serves "the Lord Christ". What should be our attitude to those that "are without"? 
Firstly we should walk wisely, reflecting the truth. 
Then our speech should be full of grace and firmness, suited to the circumstances and the condition of the persons concerned. 
Finally, we should pray (v. 3). Paul asks for prayer for himself. Notice, it is not the door of the prison he would like to see opened, but the door of the gospel.
These verses correspond with Ephesians 5:22 – 6:9. In these parallel passages, "it is very beautiful to see the way in which divine teaching enters into every detail of life, and breathes the sweet perfume of its perfections on every duty and in every relationship" (J.N.D.).


September 5

Colossians 4:7-18

7All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord:8Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;9With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make known unto you all things which are done here.10Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)11And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me.12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.14Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.15Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.16And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.17And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.18The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.


Paul, a prisoner at Rome, uses the same faithful messenger, Tychicus, to carry his two letters to the Ephesians and the Colossians (Eph. 6:21-22). Other brethren and men of God participated in his labours and in his exercises of heart. Epaphras, who after having spoken to the Colossians about the Lord (Col. 1:7), spoke to the Lord about them (v. 12); Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, Luke . . . and also Demas, at first closely associated in the work, but mentioned here only by name.
We can imagine the embarrassment of Archippus, in having his name read out in the epistle to the assembly. What was the particular service which he had received from the Lord? It was enough that he knew it. If the Holy Spirit has not specified it, it is so that each believer can put his name in the place of Archippus.
The tragic condition of the Assembly at Laodicea, described in Revelation 3:17, shows that it did not benefit in the least from this letter which had afterwards been passed on to them (v. 16). It remained poor, having accumulated other riches and other treasures than those of Colossians 1:27; Colossians 2:2-3. It remained naked, not having known what it was to put on the garments of Colossians 3:10 12, 14 . . . May the Lord help us to give heed to the warnings of His Word! May it dwell in us richly (Col. 3:16)!
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1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

1Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.2We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;3Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;4Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.5For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.6And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:7So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.8For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.9For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;10And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.


Acts 17 tells us about the brief visit of Paul and Silas (or Silvanus; v. 1) to Thessalonica, where they had proclaimed and lived the gospel (v. 5). Having received it (v. 6), the Thessalonians in their turn lived it. Their work was proof of their faith (cf. James 2:18); their labours confirmed their love; their patience proclaimed the great hope which alone could sustain them (v. 3). The result was that everyone knew that there were Christians at Thessalonica (v. 7). Does everyone in my neighbourhood or at my place of work know that I am a Christian? Conversion is the public sign of new birth, the visible change of direction which corresponds with divine life in the soul. When a person makes an about turn, he sees different things in front of him (Gal. 4:8-9). From then on the Thessalonians turned their backs on their lifeless, false idols to see and to serve the living God, the true God.
The idols of wood and stone of the pagan world have given way to the more refined ones of the so-called "Christian" world. But it is still true that no-one can serve two masters (Luke 16:13). Whom do we serve: God or our covetous desires? For what are we waiting: the Son of God or the wrath to come?
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

1For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:2But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.3For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:4But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.5For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness:6Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.7But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:8So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.9For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.10Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:11As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children,12That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.


The indignity and brutality endured by Paul and Silas at Philippi (Acts 16), far from discouraging them, had filled them with "all boldness". The furious counter attack of the Enemy plainly proved that their work was not in vain (v. 1). Moreover they had used none of the customary methods of human propaganda: seduction, deceit, flattery, attempts to please (2 Cor. 2:17). Too frequently nowadays the Gospel is presented in an attractive, emotional light or as a side-issue of social work. Nor was Paul's ministry inspired by one of the three great motives of men's activity: the quest for personal glory, the satisfaction of the flesh and material gain. On the contrary, the sufferings of the apostle testified to his complete unselfishness (Acts 20:35). Two feelings prompted him: the constant concern to please God (v. 4), and love for those who had become "his children". Like a mother he had nourished and cherished them (v. 7). Like a father he encouraged them, comforted them, taught them to walk (vv. 11, 12). But it is first and foremost their relationship with God of which he wishes them to be fully aware. What a position is theirs – and ours! God calls us to nothing less than His own kingdom and glory.
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1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

13For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.14For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:15Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men:16Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.17But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire.18Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.19For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?20For ye are our glory and joy.


The Christians of Thessalonica had received the apostle's message as being truly the Word of God (v. 13; Matt. 10:40). The complete inspiration of every part of holy Scripture is far from being recognized by all the theologians of Christendom. Often the writings of Paul are presented as the teachings of a man, a remarkable man of God without doubt, but fallible. As a rule this is simply an excuse to avoid being subject to them, and for rejecting what seems too narrow. But God be praised, each word of the Bible possesses the same divine authority.
The jealousy of the Jews had interrupted the apostle's activity among the Thessalonians (vv. 15, 16; Acts 17:5). He had not finished instructing them. Now a teacher is ashamed when none of his pupils passes the examination for which he has prepared them. Paul, speaking to their hearts, reminds them in v. 19 that he was personally responsible for their faithfulness: either he would receive a crown from the Lord's hand or else he would be ashamed because of them "at his coming" (v. 19; 1 John 2:28). Dear friends, like the apostle let us have this thought always in our minds: soon we shall have to give an account in our Master's presence for everything that we have done (Matt. 25:19; Rom. 14:12).


September 9

1 Thessalonians 3:1-10

1Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left at Athens alone;2And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:3That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.4For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know.5For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.6But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you:7Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by your faith:8For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.9For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God;10Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?


Twice Satan had prevented Paul from returning to Thessalonica (1 Thess. 2:18). God had allowed this so that the apostle's affection as well as the faithfulness of the Thessalonians might be manifested. Making use of another weapon, "the tempter" (v. 5) had then stirred up great troubles against them. Now Paul had warned them that, not only were these trials inevitable, but the Thessalonians were "appointed thereunto" (v. 3; John 15:20; John 16:33). Was he then unconcerned about it? Quite the opposite! What he was concerned about was not the tribulations of the Thessalonians but the steadfastness of their faith (vv. 2, 5, 6, 7, 10). This is a lesson for us who easily give up because of outward circumstances: material difficulties, illness, etc., and lose sight of the inward state of the Christian! Unable to stand it any longer (vv. 1, 5), the apostle had sent Timothy to strengthen them and encourage them. Paul had been comforted, and even filled with joy, in the midst of his own trouble by the news which he had received. For far from shaking the faith of these very young believers the trial had strengthened it. In the same way the harshest climates generally form the toughest species. Once again Satan's work had been his undoing (Prov. 11:18).
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1 Thessalonians 3:11-13; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

11Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.12And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:13To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.
1Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.2For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.3For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:4That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;5Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God:6That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.7For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.8He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.


Not our trials but rather our love should prompt us to wait for the Lord. His coming "with all his saints" is the great thought which should control all our behaviour. We are saints (i.e. holy ones) in God's sight through the perfect work of Christ (Heb. 10:10). But at the same time we are exhorted to establish our hearts in practical holiness (1 Thess. 3:13); it is the clear will of God for each one of His people (1 Thess. 4:3). Young Christians must take particular care to keep themselves pure (v. 4). To use their bodies for selfish pleasure is to sin firstly against themselves: sometimes they ruin their health, always their conscience (the latter loses its sensitivity to evil and does not work properly like the needle of a broken compass).
They can also do very serious harm to others (v. 6; Heb. 13:4). How many broken lives, defiled minds and bodies, and broken homes have paid the price for some proud conquest or a few moments of pleasure! Finally impurity in all its forms is a sin against God (Ps. 51:4). Our bodies no longer belong to us; they have become the temple of the Spirit whom God has given to us (v. 8; 1 Cor. 6:18-20). The Holy Spirit requires a holy dwelling place. Keeping our bodies blameless (1 Thess. 5:23) honours the One who dwells in them.
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1 Thessalonians 4:9-18

9But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.10And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;11And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;12That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.


"To serve the living and true God" (1 Thess. 1:9) does not necessarily involve outstanding deeds. Above all a Christian is required to live peaceably, devoting himself faithfully to his daily task (v. 11). Soon will come the end of his work! At the sound of the Lord's voice, each one will put down his tool and go to meet Him to be with Him for ever. The rapture of believers is the first act of the Lord Jesus' coming (the second being His return in glory with them: 1 Thess. 3:13). He is coming to call them Himself, leaving this responsibility and this joy to no-one else. This joy should be the portion of every redeemed soul and their present comfort when one of their loved ones happens "to fall asleep". As death has been conquered (not yet destroyed), the dead in Christ simply "sleep" (vv. 13, 14, 15; cf. John 11:11-13). They will awaken, like Lazarus, but then for ever at the commanding shout of the Prince of life. Then in perfect order and as He Himself left the earth, we shall all be caught up together to meet Him in the air (Phil. 3:20). Will ours be the generation to see this marvellous event, awaited by so many generations? Everything points to it. Perhaps it will be tonight. My friend, as you read this, are you ready?
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1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

1But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.7For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,10Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.11Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.


If the Lord's coming is the entering into eternal joy for His redeemed people, for those who do not believe it is the signal of swift destruction (Luke 17:26-30). A blissful anticipation for the former but a total, terrible surprise for the rest! Alas, in practice the distinction is far from being always so clear-cut! Some "children of light" have hidden their candle under the bushel or the bed (Mark 4:21). They are asleep and spiritual sleep is a state which resembles death. What is its cause? As a rule it is a lack of sobriety. To get drunk (with its consequent stupor) is a wasteful use of money and time (Luke 12:45-46). And when a man is only half-awake about heavenly matters but very concerned about matters down here, how can he long for the Lord's return? We who are of the day, "let us not sleep, as do others" (v. 6), "as others which have no hope" (1 Thess. 4:13), for fear that the sudden arrival of our Master should also take us by surprise. Let us read once again the Lord's solemn words in Mark 13:33-37. We should often ask ourselves this question: Would I wish the Lord to find me doing what I am now doing, to find me saying or thinking what I am now saying or thinking?
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1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

12And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;13And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.14Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.15See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.16Rejoice evermore.17Pray without ceasing.18In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.19Quench not the Spirit.20Despise not prophesyings.21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.22Abstain from all appearance of evil.23And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.24Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.25Brethren, pray for us.26Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.27I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.


The end of the epistle teaches us what our behaviour ought to be firstly among brethren, then toward all men, then in relation to God, and finally in the assembly. In short, our whole life is encompassed by these brief exhortations. If it is a matter of rejoicing, it is evermore; of praying, it is without ceasing of giving thanks, it is in everything? Faith enables us to thank the Lord even for those things which seem trying to us. Praying without ceasing is abiding in fellowship with Him; this will also be our safeguard against evil in all its forms (v. 22). The One who redeemed us completely, spirit, soul and body, also requires holiness in our whole being (1 Thess. 4:3). Defilement of the spirit and of the heart although invisible, is as much to be feared as defilement of the body. Let us ask the Lord, who is faithful, to keep us blameless, like Himself for the moment of the great re-union. Indeed no thought is more capable of sanctifying us than that of the Lord Jesus' return (read 1 John 3:3). We have found this inestimable promise mentioned at the end of each of the five chapters of this letter. Let us never lose sight of it. Until then may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with each of us.
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2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

1Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:2Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.3We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;4So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:5Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:6Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;7And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,8In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:9Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;10When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.11Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:12That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.


The persecutions of which the Thessalonians were the victims had increased their faith, had caused their love to abound and their patience to be manifested. So what were they lacking and why does the apostle consider it necessary to address this second epistle to them? This time hope is not mentioned, nor the joy of the Holy Spirit (cf. 1 Thess. 1:3, 6). Paul puts before them suitable truths to arouse these feelings in their hearts. The triumph of the persecutors and their own sufferings are only for a time. "The LORD God of recompenses shall surely requite" (Jer. 51:56). This recompense, of the faithful as well as the wicked, will take place on the day of the Lord. It is linked with His glorious manifestation. The same punishment, "everlasting destruction", awaits those pagans who have remained deliberately ignorant of God as well as those who are Christians only in name and who "obey not the gospel" (v. 8). At the same time the saints, "all them that believe", will be seen in the Lord's company associated with His wonderful glory (v. 10; Matt. 13:43). But the good pleasure of God and the prayer of the apostle is that even now the name of our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified in each of those who belong to Him. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

1Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,2That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.5Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?6And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.8And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:9Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.11And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:12That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.13But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:14Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.15Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,17Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.


A serious question was troubling the Thessalonians. Had the day of the Lord already come? Their tribulations might lead them to think so and false teachers were asserting the fact. No, the apostle replies. That day must be preceded by three events: 
1. our gathering to the Lord; 
2. the apostasy of the false Church and of the Jews themselves; 
3. the appearance of the Antichrist, called "that man of sin . . . the son of perdition" (v. 3), "that Wicked" (v. 8). These names by contrast emphasize the characteristics of the Lord Jesus: righteousness, salvation, complete obedience to God.
In this terrible period, a "strong delusion" sent as a punishment will blind the spirits of mankind; they have not believed the truth, they will believe the lie. The mystery of iniquity is already working, the apostle continues (cf. 1 John 2:18). Only "He who now letteth (hindereth)", the Holy Spirit, puts a barrier against the full display of evil in the world. When He has left the earth with the Church, then wickedness will no longer know any restraint. But what a contrast between this power of Satan (vv. 1-12) and the work of our God and Father (vv. 13-17). He has loved us, chosen us for salvation, called us to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us not fail to give thanks to Him now (v. 13; 2 Thess. 1:3).


September 16

2 Thessalonians 3:1-18

1Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:2And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.3But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.4And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you.5And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.6Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.7For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;8Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:9Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.10For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.11For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.12Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.13But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.14And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.15Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.16Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all.17The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write.18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.


Paul asks for the prayers of the saints (v. 1; 1 Thess. 5:25). He himself did not cease to pray for them (2 Thess. 1:11). He counted on the faithful Lord to strengthen them and to keep them from evil. He also counted on their obedience and that included the simple carrying out of their daily duties. Now some at Thessalonica had stopped working. As the Lord was coming, they reasoned what use was it to cultivate their fields or to concentrate on the business of this present life? The sad result was that they had become busybodies (v. 11; see 1 Tim. 5:13). Paul protests vehemently. Nothing in his teaching could provide a pretext for such disorder (vv. 6, 7, 11; cf. 1 Thess. 4:11). On the contrary he had worked with his hands as an example in order to be dependent on no one. The supreme example is "the patience of Christ" (v. 5 JND trans.) waiting to present His precious Church to Himself.
With the epistles to the Thessalonians we reach the end of the letters which Paul wrote to seven very different assemblies. Various aspects of Christian life and doctrine are covered in them, from the obtaining of salvation in Romans to the coming glory in Thessalonians. All these teachings are of the greatest value to us. May the Lord grant us to keep them so as to stand fast (2 Thess. 2:15).


September 17

1 Timothy 1:1-11

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope;2Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.3As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,4Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.5Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:6From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;7Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.8But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;9Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,10For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine;11According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.


We met Timothy in Acts 16. Paul's ties with his "own son in the faith" were precious. Yet he writes to him as an apostle in order to emphasize the authority which he confers on him. This young disciple was entrusted with a difficult task: to direct each one as to the manner in which he should behave in the assembly (1 Tim. 3:15). A commandment, whose end (aim) was love, had been given to him. Just as the law-courts are not for honest people, the law is no longer relevant for those who are justified (v. 9). What is appropriate for them henceforth is that love whose source is in God. It is poured into our hearts by the Spirit (Rom. 5:5). So that it should not be like stagnant water in us, but rather that it should flow through us and spring up for the good of others, no channel must be blocked. Love flows from a pure heart: disentangled from every idol; from a good conscience: which has nothing for which to reproach itself (Acts 24:16); from a sincere faith: free from all trace of hypocrisy (2 Tim. 1:5). If these conditions are not fulfilled, our Christianity will be nothing more than a vain jangling (v. 6). What a marvellous contrast between law which curses the sinner and grace which brings him into the enjoyment of the glory and bliss of God.
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1 Timothy 1:12-20

12And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;13Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.14And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.15This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.16Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.17Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.18This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;19Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:20Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.


If anyone could compare the bondage of the law with the gospel of grace, that man was truly the Pharisee, Saul of Tarsus, who became the apostle Paul. His faithfulness to the law had in no way prevented him from being the chief of sinners. Had he not persecuted the Lord Jesus by persecuting so harshly those who belonged to Him? Without false humility, he pronounces himself worse than all the sinners listed in vv. 9, 10. But it was just such guilty people and not righteous people that Christ Jesus came to save (Matt. 9:13). Since the chief of sinners has been saved, no one can say that he is too sinful to benefit from grace. "I obtained mercy" the apostle declares on two occasions (vv. 13, 16). He measures the greatness of this mercy by the greatness of his own wretched condition and worship rises spontaneously from his heart (v. 17). If we often appreciate grace so little, the reason is perhaps that our conviction of sin is not sufficiently deep. "To whom little is forgiven (or at least who thinks so), the same loveth little" (Luke 7:47). And you friend, who are still indifferent, the Lord's patience has been shown toward you too up to this moment. Do not make Him wait any longer. Tomorrow may be too late.
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1 Timothy 2:1-15

1I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;2For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.3For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;4Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.5For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;6Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.7Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.8I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.9In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;10But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.11Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.12But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.13For Adam was first formed, then Eve.14And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.15Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.


Before all "these things" about which he is going to write to Timothy (1 Tim. 3:14; 1 Tim. 4:6, 11 . . .), the apostle puts prayer in all its different forms. That is how all Christian service begins. God's desire to save, the work of Christ, and our prayers embrace all men. Our duty is to pray for all without restriction because God wishes that all should be saved and because Christ Jesus gave Himself as a ransom for all. It is our privilege to pray for the multitudes who do not know how to do so.
Whether we can lead a quiet and peaceable life depends on "all that are in authority". Let us ask God to guarantee it to us through them, not so as to waste it satisfying our sinful desires but to be free to concern ourselves with the salvation of sinners (Ezra 6:10).
The brothers, including the youngest, are called to pray everywhere and publicly in the assembly. The sisters on the other hand remain silent. But by their attitude and modest dress, they can witness more powerfully than through words. The consequences of the fall abide for the woman (Gen. 3:16), but faith, love, holiness and modesty still witness to the world of deliverance and blessing.
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1 Timothy 3:1-16

1This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.2A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;3Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;4One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;5(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)6Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.7Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.8Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;9Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.10And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.11Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.12Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.13For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.14These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:15But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.16And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.


Aspiring to the oversight (the work of a bishop) must be considered proof of devotion to the assembly. To exercise the office of a bishop (or elder) and of a minister (deacon), it is not a matter of studies or examinations but of moral qualifications. They fall into two categories:
1. a good testimony in the assembly and outside; 
2. experience acquired in Christian living. 
In every house there are rules of behaviour, a collective discipline to which everyone is subject. It is the same in God's house: the assembly (1 Cor. 14: 40). We are in no way free to behave in the church as we wish. It is the pillar on which the name of Christ, the Truth, is written in order to make it known to the whole world. Great is the mystery of godliness because great is the Person on whom our relationship with God is founded. The coming of the Lord Jesus as a man to earth, the perfect righteousness of His whole walk in the power of the Holy Spirit and under the gaze of angels, His Name preached and believed on here below, and finally His ascent into glory form the inseparable components of this intangible mystery entrusted to the church. The latter is responsible before the Lord to uphold and guard all the truth (v. 15).
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1 Timothy 4:1-16

1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;2Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;3Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.4For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:5For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.6If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.7But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.8For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.9This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.10For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.11These things command and teach.12Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.13Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.14Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.15Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.16Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.


The great mystery of godliness has been despised by many! Some have taken away those things which made them uncomfortable. Others have added legal practices or superstitions. The "good minister" feeds on "good doctrine" (v. 6; see 1 Tim. 1:10; 1 Tim. 6:3). Then he will be capable of teaching others (vv. 11, 13). Godliness is a virtue in which we must exercise ourselves (Greek, "gymnazo", from which comes our word gymnastics). We train ourselves in it. Bodily exercise, or sport, is useful for the health of our bodies — a small matter compared with the development of the soul which the daily exercise of godliness produces. Let us take note that we must exercise ourselves; no one can live on the godliness of others. In this way, young Timothy will be able to be a "trainer" for others (Titus 2:7): an example in word, that word being confirmed by behaviour which is inspired by love, lit in its turn by faith, which ultimately is preserved by purity (v. 12). How do we exercise ourselves unto godliness? We must be occupied with divine matters and give ourselves wholly to them. The weakness of our testimony arises from the fact that we waste our energies in too many directions. Let us be the champions of a single cause, that of Christ (2 Cor. 8:5). In that way our progress will appear to all (v. 15).
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1 Timothy 5:1-16

1Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren;2The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity.3Honour widows that are widows indeed.4But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.5Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day.6But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.7And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless.8But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.9Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man,10Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.11But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry;12Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.13And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.14I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.15For some are already turned aside after Satan.16If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.


In our relationships with other Christians, we can use family ties as our example: as a father . . . as brethren. . . as mothers . . . as sisters" (vv. 1, 2). Let us never lose sight of the fact that we form one and the same family, the family of God.
Each is called upon to show godliness but firstly toward his own household (v. 4). The Pharisees practised the opposite. While making a show of devotion they nullified the commandment of God by diverting the children from their lawful duties to parents (Mark 7:12-13).
A single verse, v. 10, sums up a life of complete service for the Lord. May each Christian woman desire nothing else.
These fourteen verses (vv. 3-16) which are devoted to widows remind us that God watches over them in a very special way (Ps. 68:5). The gospel of Luke mentions four of them: Anna, whose prayer life day and night illustrates v. 5 (Luke 2:36-38); the widow of Nain to whom the Lord Jesus gave back her son (Luke 7:12 . . .); the one who claimed justice in the parable in Luke 18; finally the poor widow who in the eyes of the Lord – and for His joy – gave to the temple treasury all that she had to live on (Luke 21). What pleases God above all else is complete faith in Him (Heb. 11:6).
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1 Timothy 5:17-25; 1 Timothy 6:1-10

17Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.18For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.19Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.20Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.21I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.22Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure.23Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.24Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after.25Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid.
1Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.2And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.3If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;4He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,5Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.6But godliness with contentment is great gain.7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.8And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.9But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.10For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.


Paul continues to explain to Timothy how he ought "to behave in the house of God" (1 Tim. 3:15). Several are concerned in this vital question: God Himself – it is His house, Christ Jesus, and finally the elect angels, called to consider the wisdom of God as seen in the church (v. 21; Eph. 3:10). Now this "manifold" wisdom must also appear in the varied details of assembly life: the responsibilities of the flock toward their elders, the behaviour of the servant of God in settling difficult cases, the instructions given to servants . . . (1 Tim. 6:1-2). How much disorder arises as soon as one is no longer subject to wholesome words – words, not of Paul or Timothy, but of our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 3; 1 Thess. 4:2-8).
Godliness with contentment is in itself gain, a great gain within the reach of all (see 1 Tim. 4:8). Our civilisation is based on the creation and satisfaction of constantly changing needs. In spite of everything, the greedy heart of man remains unsatisfied (cf. vv. 9, 10 with Ps. 49:16-20). Let us thank the Lord for guaranteeing us our needs (v. 8). We shall always be satisfied with what He gives us, if the Giver Himself (who is the great Object of godliness) fully satisfies our hearts.
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1 Timothy 6:11-21

11But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.12Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.13I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;14That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:15Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;16Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.17Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;18That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;19Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.20O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:21Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.


"But thou . . .!" The man of God — and each child of God — must continually swim against the current of this world. He flees what the world loves and seeks: money and the things which money obtains (v. 10). He follows after what pleases the Lord: righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness (v. 1). He awaits His appearing, that time when all will be revealed (v. 14).
The apostle does not confuse those who are rich (v. 17) with those who wish to become rich (v. 9). But he shines the light of eternity on the goods of "this world". The object of our trust is not the gifts but the Giver (v. 17 end); the true gain is godliness; the true riches, good works (v. 18); the true treasure, a good foundation for the future (v. 19). May we know how to discern and lay hold of "what is really life" (v. 19 JND trans.).
Flee . . ., follow after . . ., fight . . ., lay hold . . . are the words we have found in our reading (vv. 11, 12). In v. 20 the final command is especially solemn: "O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust" (see also v. 14; 2 Tim. 1:14). Such is the final exhortation, in which we invite each of our readers to put his name in place of Timothy's. 
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2 Timothy 1:1-18

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,2To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.3I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;4Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;5When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.6Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.7For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.8Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;9Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,10But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:11Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.12For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.13Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.14That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.15This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.16The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain:17But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me.18The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.


Very different from the first, this second epistle opens in a time of ruin when the imprisoned apostle, at the end of his course, sees the rapid decline of the testimony for which he had worked so hard. But God used this advance of evil, already visible in the time of the apostles, to give us this epistle which shows us the path to follow and the resources of faith in the "perilous times" which are ours today (2 Tim. 3:1). Be of good courage, Paul writes to his "dearly beloved son", do not allow yourself to be frightened. What we possess is beyond the reach of the Enemy, kept by the power of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The latter is still a Spirit of power, of love, of a sound mind, and He dwells in us (v. 14; John 14:17). Our "Saviour Jesus Christ" has not changed. His victory over death was won for eternity (v. 10). Every source of outside help has failed and faith is brought to rest only on the Lord (v. 12; Ps. 62:1). It is not when everything is going well but when everything is going badly that the faithfulness of each one is put to the test (Phil. 2:22). In adversity, many had deserted the apostle (v. 15), while a devoted brother, Onesiphorus, had searched for him and visited him in prison. He belonged to the merciful to whom mercy will be granted (v. 18; Matt. 5:7; Matt. 25:36 end).


September 26

2 Timothy 2:1-13

1Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.2And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.3Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.4No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.5And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.6The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.7Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.8Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:9Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.10Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.11It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:12If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:13If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.


"Be strong in the grace", the apostle charges his beloved disciple. He himself had learned this secret directly from the Lord: "My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness . . ., (2 Cor. 12:9). Three examples, the soldier, the athlete and the farmer, illustrate the self-denial, the obedience and the patience respectively of the Christian. These are the characteristics of the good soldier: he does not burden himself with unnecessary luggage; he is disciplined in order to please his superiors; he knows that the profession of a soldier inevitably involves suffering, danger, receiving hard knocks, and that these precede the commendations and the medals. It is a faithful saying, which the whole of Scripture confirms: our present behaviour will have its eternal counterpart. Today suffering and death with Christ; tomorrow life with Him, the kingdom and eternal glory! Dear believing friends, Jesus Christ has enlisted us under His banner. Alas! in an army there may be deserters who deny their flag and their captain (v. 12; Jude 4). There are a thousand ways, including silent ones, of betraying our Captain. May the desire of having His approval, secret today, public tomorrow, make of us, good soldiers ready to fight the good fight (2 Tim. 4:7-8; 1 Tim. 6:12). 
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2 Timothy 2:14-26

14Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.15Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.16But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.17And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;18Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.19Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.20But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.21If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.22Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.23But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.24And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.


When everything is going well, when the work is prospering, the workman has no reason to be ashamed before men (see 2 Tim. 1:8, 12, 16). In contrast when the testimony is in ruins, it is difficult to escape this sense of shame. But what does the world's contempt matter if we are approved by God (v. 15). This chapter marks out for us that line of conduct which allows us to be sure of this approval in every circumstance. In the place where unbelief and corruption reign, the faithful Christian separates himself As to his relationship with individuals, he purifies himself; as to covetous desires, he flees them; as to good, he pursues it; with believers, he seeks them out, joins himself to them, and worships God with them. In practice, these vv. 19-22 have led dear children of God to withdraw themselves from the different religious systems of Christendom and gather simply around the Lord for worship.
We have already heard "flee" and "follow after" in 1 Tim. 6:11. May the Lord engrave this v. 22 in the heart of every young believer. However, let us not forget that as we must have firmness regarding the truth and its principles, regarding people we need to show to the same extent tolerance and gentleness (vv. 24, 25; Eph. 4:2).
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2 Timothy 3:1-17

1This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.2For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,3Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,4Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.6For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,7Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.8Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.9But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.10But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,11Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.12Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.13But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.14But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;15And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.


The gloomy moral picture of vv. 2-5 is similar to that of Romans 1:28-32 except with this difference that here it does not portray pagans but people who call themselves Christians! And what makes the matter worse: the form of godliness, hypocrisy, covers these hideous features with a deceptive veneer. "But thou . . ." the apostle interrupts again (vv. 10, 14; 2 Tim. 4:5). On the one side we see these immoral people who are "ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth . . ." (v. 7). On the other side, we see this young servant of God, brought up from childhood on the "holy Scriptures" under the influence of a godly mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). Happy are those who, from childhood, have been eager readers of the Word of God! To them, and to us all, this exhortation is addressed: "Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned" (v. 14).
V. 16 establishes the complete inspiration of all the Scriptures as well as their authority to teach, reprove, correct and instruct in righteousness. The Word of God nourishes and forms the man of God. Timothy was one such in spite of his youth (v. 17; 1 Tim. 6:11). This title of man of God is greater even than those of soldier, workman or servant of the Lord (2 Tim. 2:3, 15, 24). God shows us here how to become one. May He also give us the desire to be one! 


September 29

2 Timothy 4:1-22

1I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.5But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.6For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.7I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:8Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.9Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:10For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.11Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.12And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.13The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.14Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works:15Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.16At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.17Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.18And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.19Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.20Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.21Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.22The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.


Even if many turn a deaf ear to the truth (v. 4), the Lord's servant must nevertheless preach, warn, "be instant in season, out of season", reprove, rebuke, exhort . . ., in a word fully carry out his service (vv. 2, 5). Paul had set the example of it. His course was finished. Sportsmen know that a competition is never decided before the finishing line is reached. Giving up or allowing oneself to be overtaken in the final metres means that the whole race is lost . . . with its prize. Those final strides are often the most difficult. The beloved apostle gives us a moving glimpse of the final conditions of his fight and of his course: prison, cold, nakedness (1 Cor. 4:11; 2 Cor. 11:27; here he asks for his cloak, v. 13), wickedness and opposition of men (vv. 14, 15), his appearance before Caesar (Nero) in the absence of all his friends (v. 16). These had scattered. Demas had even deserted him. We cannot belong to those who love this present world (v. 10) and, at the same time, to those who love the Lord's appearing (v. 8). The epistle closes on the supreme resource in a time of ruin: grace. It was the apostle's greeting (2 Tim. 1:2); it is also his farewell (v. 22). May this grace be with each one of us!


September 30

Titus 1:1-16

1Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;2In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;3But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;4To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.5For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:6If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.7For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;8But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;9Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.10For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:11Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake.12One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies.13This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;14Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.15Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.16They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.


We find in the epistle to Titus the same subjects which occupied us in the first epistle to Timothy: good order in the assembly, sound teaching opposed to that of the false teachers, its fruit in the behaviour of believers. Paul instructed Titus to choose and ordain several in each assembly (Acts 14:23). This is far from the principle of so many churches in which today a single man holds these functions and moreover is regularly appointed to carry them out. Dignity, sobriety, hospitality, self-control: these are the moral characteristics essential to the overseer.
The picture of the Cretians drawn by their own prophet and confirmed by the apostle is not a flattering one. These characteristic features of the natural man are not obliterated by conversion. One person is still more inclined to lying, another to idleness or pride. Each child of God must learn to know his own tendencies and then watch with the Lord's help in order to prevent them coming out. Insubordination for example! That of children toward parents (end of v. 6) threatens to show itself later toward the whole divine teaching (v. 10). God does not recognize the works of one who is not subject to the authority of His Word (v. 16).



October 1

Titus 2:1-15

1But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:2That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.3The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;4That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,5To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.6Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.7In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,8Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.9Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again;10Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.11For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,12Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;13Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;14Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.15These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.



As well as those who are elders in the assembly (Titus 1:5-9) each Christian, young or old, brother or sister, must have a good testimony (vv. 2-10). What is laid down for servants applies to all the redeemed of the Lord. Few people do not have a superior to whom they are answerable and in any case each one should be able to call himself like Paul, a servant of God (Titus 1:1). Let us be "adornments" showing the importance of our Master's teaching (v. 10; cf. 1 Kings 10:4-5).
Vv. 11, 12 show us the grace of God being shown in two-fold display. 
1. It brings to all men a salvation to which they could not attain themselves. 
2. It instructs the child of God, teaching him to live soberly in his personal life, righteously in his dealings with others, godly in his relationship with the Lord. The whole Christian life hangs on these three adverbs. And it is sustained by hope (v. 13; Titus 1:2; Titus 3:7). This hope is called blessed because it fills the soul with present happiness.
"God our Saviour . . . the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (vv. 10, 13; see also Titus 1:3-4; Titus 3:4, 6): this title, contained in the name of Jesus (Jehovah is salvation) recalls that we owe everything to Him. Let us never forget this: He has not saved us unto ourselves, but "unto himself" (v. 14).


October 2

Titus 3:1-15

1Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,2To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.3For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.4But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;6Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;7That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.8This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.9But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.10A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;11Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.12When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter.13Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them.14And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful.15All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.


Our behaviour towards authorities and towards all men must of necessity contrast with what "we ourselves also" were before our conversion. This memory of our former sad state should give us "all meekness unto all men" (v. 2; Philippians 4:5). Far from exalting ourselves above them, we can invite them by our own example to take advantage of the same grace which has made us anew.
Six times this epistle makes mention of good works (Titus 1:16; Titus 2:7, 14; Titus 3:1, 8, 14). Under the pretext that they have no value for salvation (v. 5), we risk underestimating their importance and are put to shame by the works of other Christians, who may be less instructed on other points of doctrine. On the contrary we need to be the first in good works with this two-fold aim: firstly in order to be useful to men (v. 8), then in order not to be without fruit ourselves (v. 14). The Lord delights to produce this fruit in the lives of His own. He also appreciates its value. Only work done for Him is good. By selling her perfume for the benefit of the poor, Mary would have done a good work in the eyes of the world, but by pouring it out on the Lord's feet, she was able to do a good work to Him (Matt. 26:10).


October 3

Philemon 1-12

1Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer,2And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:3Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.4I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers,5Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;6That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.7For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother.8Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient,9Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.10I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:11Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:12Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:


In school text books, theories are usually followed by an application to problems. The epistle to Philemon reminds us of that. It contains no special revelation, but it shows the application by Paul and his companions of the exhortations contained in his epistles. "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness . . .", he wrote to the Colossians (Col. 3:12; cf. also v. 5 with Eph. 1:15). It was in fact at Colosse where Philemon lived, a godly man, a friend of the apostle; he was rich, for he had slaves. One of them, Onesimus, after running away from his house had met Paul, a prisoner at Rome, and had been converted. Now the apostle sends him back to his master, carrying this touching message. It was acting contrary to what the law commanded (read Deut. 23:15-16). The law indeed took account of the hardness of man's heart (cf. Mark 10:5). Here grace in the apostle takes account of that same grace at work in the heart of Philemon. Paul is well acquainted with his love for all the saints (v. 5), and the proofs which he gave of it (v. 7).


October 4

Philemon 13-25

13Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel:14But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly.15For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever;16Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord?17If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.18If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;19I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.20Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord.21Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say.22But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.23There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus;24Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.


Onesimus means "useful". Previously a useless slave, henceforth he merited his name (v. 1). More than that, he had become a faithful and beloved brother (v. 16; Col. 4:9). No name is more precious than that of brother and it suits the Christian master (v. 7 end; v. 20) as much as the Christian slave. Paul for his part uses no other title than those of "aged" and "prisoner of Jesus Christ" (v. 9). If he had thought only of himself, he would not have deprived himself of Onesimus' services. But he wanted opportunity to be given: to Onesimus of bearing witness in the house where he had previously acted badly; to Philemon of seeing for himself the fruits of this conversion and of "confirming his love" (2 Cor. 2:8).
This story of Onesimus, in one sense, is ours. Like rebellious slaves we have been found on our pathway of self-will and been brought back to our Master, no longer to be under slavery but as those whom He calls His beloved brothers (cf. v. 16 and John 15:15). Paul is here a picture of the Lord, paying our debt, interceding for us (vv. 17-19). May this epistle teach us to bring practical Christianity into our daily lives: forgetfulness of ourselves, tactfulness, humility, grace . . . in a word, all the many evidences of love.


October 5

Hebrews 1:1-14

1God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,2Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;3Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;4Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.5For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?6And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.7And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.8But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.9Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.10And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:11They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;12And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.13But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?14Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?


The author of the epistle to the Hebrews is probably the apostle Paul. But he does not name himself in order to leave everything open for the Lord Jesus, the great "Apostle . . . of our profession" (Heb. 3:1). Having spoken by means of so many different agents, God finally spoke to Israel and to mankind directly through His own Son (Mark 12:6 . . .). He is "the Word", the full, final revelation of God. To give us a better idea of Him, He teaches us who this Son is: the heir of all things, the Creator of the worlds, the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, the One who upholds all things (John 1:1, 18). But the One who made the worlds also made purification for sins! In order to create, it was sufficient for Him to speak, but for the work of salvation He had to pay the supreme price: His own life.
A succession of quotations from the Messianic Psalms: 2, 45, 102, 110 . . . establish the exaltation and supremacy of the Son of God. The angels are created beings, the Lord Jesus is the Creator; they are servants, He is the Lord. The angels, in an invisible way, serve on our behalf; the Lord Jesus alone has accomplished the purification of sins, mine and yours. And what He is incomparably enhances the value of what He has done.


October 6

Hebrews 2:1-9

1Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.2For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward;3How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;4God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?5For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.6But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him?7Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:8Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.


"God . . . hath spoken unto us by His Son . . .". "Therefore", ch. 2 begins, "we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard . . ." Previously, on the holy mountain, a voice from heaven had solemnly commanded the three disciples no longer to listen to Moses or Elijah but to the beloved Son. "And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only" (Matt. 17:5, 8). We too by faith, "see Jesus . . ." (v. 9). Ch. 1 presented Him to us according to His divine titles of Creator and First-born. He appears to us here as the glorified Man and conqueror of death. In ch. 1 all the angels of God worship Him; in ch. 2 the Lord Jesus has been made a little lower than them for the suffering of death whose infinitely bitter taste He had to experience (end of v. 9). But Psalm 8, quoted here, reveals to us the whole purpose of God with regard to the "man Christ Jesus". A crown of glory and honour is on His brow; universal dominion rightly belongs to Him; soon all will bow beneath His law. But even now the position occupied by "the captain of our salvation" proclaims the excellence of this salvation. How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation? (Heb. 10:29). Let us take careful note: to postpone till later is to neglect it. Yes, let us hurry to lay hold of "so great salvation".


October 7

Hebrews 2:10-18

10For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.11For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,12Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.13And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me.14Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;15And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.16For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.17Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.18For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.


For it became God . . . to make the Captain of our salvation perfect through sufferings (v. 10). "It pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief", Isaiah says in another place (Isa. 53:10). And for what purpose? In order to bring many sons to glory! "When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin . . . he shall see of the travail of his soul", the prophet also adds. These children whom God has given to Christ to be His companions in glory are His dear redeemed ones. "He is not ashamed to call them brethren" (v. 11). But in order to be able to take up their cause, He had to be made like them, to become a true Man (v. 14). Our chapter gives us several priceless reasons for this great mystery: the Lord Jesus entered into our nature in order to glorify God and to allow Him to fulfil His purposes regarding man; He took a body to be able to die and so win the victory over the prince of death in his own fortress; finally, the Lord Jesus put on our humanity to enter more perfectly into our afflictions and to understand them with a human heart. His own experience of suffering enables Him to sympathise fully with our trials as a faithful and merciful High Priest. What comfort for all who are afflicted!


October 8

Hebrews 3:1-15

1Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;2Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house.3For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house.4For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.5And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;6But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.7Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,8Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:9When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.10Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.11So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)12Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.13But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.14For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;15While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.


The epistle to the Hebrews has been called "the epistle of the open heavens". And whom do we see in the heavens? The Lord Jesus, who is also the Apostle: that is to say, the mouthpiece of God to men, and the High Priest: the mouthpiece of men to God. Writing to the Hebrew Christians, the author will show by referring to their history how the Lord Jesus encompasses and surpasses in His person the glories which the Jews honoured: those of Moses (Heb. 3), of Joshua (Heb. 4), of Aaron (Heb. 5) . . . But we cannot learn to know the Lord without discovering at the same time the wickedness of the natural heart. God calls it "an evil heart of unbelief" and reminds us that it is the root cause of all our woes. "They do alway err in their heart", v. 10 declares (cf. Mark 7:21). That is why whoever hears the Lord's voice (and who would dare to say he has never heard it?) is solemnly exhorted on three occasions not to harden his heart (vv. 7, 15; Heb. 4:7). Usually we limit this exhortation to the gospel of the cross. But we who are Christians have the opportunity daily of hearing the Lord's voice in His Word. May we be kept from any form of hardness, whatever may be His requirements for us today!


October 9

Hebrews 3:16-19; Hebrews 4:1-7

16For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.17But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?18And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?19So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
1Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.2For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.3For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.4For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.5And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest.6Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:7Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.


God's rest on the seventh day, after the work of creation, was soon disturbed by the sin of man. And from that time until now the work of the Father and the Son for redemption has never ceased (John 5:17). But we learn here: 
1. That God always has His rest in view. 
2. That this rest is future and not to be confused with the establishment of the people in Canaan under Joshua. Israel will enjoy rest on the millennial earth and the Church will enjoy it in heavenly glory. 
3. That although God wants to share His rest with His creatures, not all will enter into it. 
As previously in the wilderness, unbelief (Heb. 3:19) and disobedience (Heb. 4:6 JND trans.) block the way to the promise. John 3:36 (JND trans.) shows us in addition that the one who disobeys is the same as the one who does not believe. For doing the work of God is believing on the One whom He sent (John 6:29). Alas, Israel's condition was like that of many today: the word which they heard "did not profit them, not being mixed with faith . . ." (v. 2; read Romans 10:17).
Thus it is obedience to the Lord which allows us to enter into the work of His grace now and also prepares us to share the rest of His love tomorrow (Zeph. 3:17).


October 10

Hebrews 4:8-16

8For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.9There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.10For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.11Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.12For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.13Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.14Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.15For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.16Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.


Until we enter the divine rest as children of God we are still facing the toil of our walk, service and warfare. But we are not left without resources, three of which this chapter mentions. The first is the Word of God. Today we hear His voice . . . That Word takes care of our inward state. Living, it brings life to us; powerful, it does its work in us (Eph. 6:17 presents it to us on the other hand as an offensive weapon). Finally piercing — let us allow ourselves to be searched by it.
But beside the sin which the Word exposes and condemns, we find in ourselves weakness and infirmities. God has provided for these through two other resources. He has given us a great High Priest, full of understanding and compassion. As Man here below, Christ experienced every kind of human suffering in order to be able "in time of need" to show all His varied love toward His feeble redeemed people. Secondly He opened the way for us to the throne of grace. We are exhorted to come there in prayer with so much more liberty and confidence since it is there that we meet our beloved Saviour. Is it there, and only there, that we seek help? (Ps. 60:11).


October 11

Hebrews 5:1-14

1For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins:2Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity.3And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.4And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.5So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.6As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.7Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;8Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;9And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;10Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.11Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.12For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.13For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.


What a contrast between the holy Son of God and the priest chosen from among men, forced to be tolerant because of his own weakness! Another contrast comes to light in v. 8. As far as we are concerned, we need to learn obedience because we are naturally disobedient. The Son of God had to learn it for a completely different reason. As the Sovereign Creator, He is subject to no one. Obedience was a completely new experience for Him. But in this way He is an example of obedience and henceforth compels respect from "those who obey him" (v. 9). In any community, the leader with the greatest authority is the one who began by carrying out himself; in the most trying conditions, the tasks which he then imposes upon his subordinates. Let us learn obedience in the school of the Lord Jesus. But what kind of pupils are we? Do we not often deserve the reproach of v. 11: dull of hearing? The Word of God is not here as in Hebrews 4 the sword discerning the intentions of the heart, but the solid food which strengthens the child of God and makes him able to discern good from evil for himself. This is the great progress which the Christian can make: to become increasingly sensitive to what pleases the Lord . . . and what does not please Him.


October 12

Hebrews 6:1-20

1Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,2Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.3And this will we do, if God permit.4For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,5And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,6If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.7For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:8But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.9But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.10For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.11And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:12That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.13For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,14Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.15And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.16For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.17Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:18That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:19Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;20Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.


Yes, let us move forward towards spiritual adulthood. Let us not be satisfied, like these Christians who had left Judaism, to know a few elementary truths. The Lord Jesus wants to be more than a Saviour from dead works for us: our Lord, our Example, our best Friend. . .
Vv. 4-6 have often been used by the devil to disturb children of God. In reality these verses do not concern them but those who are Christian in name only. In the moral state described here, one will look in vain for the divine life imparted to the soul of a true believer. But it is possible, alas, to live amidst the privileges of Christianity without having been truly converted! It was true of certain Jews; it is perhaps true today of a number of children of Christian parents. As for true believers, they can never lose their salvation. But they are always in danger of losing their zeal. As well as works of love which God does not forget, faith and hope must not be neglected (vv. 10, 11, 12). They are nourished by divine promises. The Christian knows his home port although still unseen; his anchor is there. However rough the sea of this world may be, faith is "the cable" which firmly binds the redeemed to the unchanging, heavenly place where the Object of his hope is found.


October 13

Hebrews 7:1-17

1For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;2To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;3Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.4Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.5And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham:6But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.7And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.8And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.9And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.10For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.11If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?12For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.13For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar.14For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.15And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest,16Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.17For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.


The author of the epistle had many things to say about Melchisedec (Heb. 5:10-11). This mysterious person cuts across the history of Abraham (Gen. 14), acting as a mediator, blessing Abraham on behalf of the Most High God, then blessing this Most High God in the name of the patriarch. On the other hand everything concerning his person and origin is left in the dark. We can understand why. What interests the Spirit of God is not the man here but his office. As king and priest, Melchisedec is a type of the Lord Jesus when He will reign in righteousness and will be a priest on His throne. The priesthood after the order of Melchisedec is in all points superior to that of Aaron. 
1. Its head is greater than Abraham, because that patriarch gave the tithe to Melchisedec and was blessed by him. 
2. Established before the nation of Israel, it was not only exercised for the benefit of that people but for every believer. 
3. Lastly it is not passed on to another in that the one who has the responsibility for it is always living (Rom. 8:34).
Many people in Christendom think it necessary to resort to intermediaries, priests or "saints". This epistle teaches them that God has given us only one High Priest, perfect and sufficient for eternity (Heb. 10:21-22).


October 14

Hebrews 7:18-28

18For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.19For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.20And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest:21(For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:)22By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.23And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death:24But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.26For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;27Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.28For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.


Until He was made higher than the heavens, the Lord Jesus could not be our High Priest. In order to be able to represent us before God, it was necessary first of all that He should offer Himself for us. Above all else we needed a Redeemer. But now the Saviour of our souls is also the One who saves us completely, that is to say who takes care of us until we enter His glory. And as He is alive for ever, we have the assurance that at no time will He ever fail us. Truly, "such an high priest became us." His moral perfection expressed in all its ways and His position in glory before God lead us to exclaim: "Behold, O God . . . and look upon the face of thine anointed" (Ps. 84:9).
Soon we shall have no further need of His intercession. It will cease when all the redeemed have finished their pilgrimage. Why then is it repeated: "Thou art a priest for ever"? (Heb. 5:6; Heb. 6:20; Heb. 7:17, 21). It is because the priest is also the one who leads the praise — an eternal service which our dear Saviour will no longer exercise alone. He will accomplish it with those whom He will have saved completely and who will be His companions for ever in the glory (Heb. 2:12).


October 15

Hebrews 8:1-13

1Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;2A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.3For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.4For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law:5Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.6But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.7For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.8For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:9Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.10For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:11And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.12For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.13In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.


The old Sinai covenant was broken in former times through the sin of Israel. A new covenant, foretold in Jeremiah 31:31 is to be made with this people. Proof having been given that man is incapable of keeping an agreement with God, this new covenant will no longer impose on man any condition that he must adhere to (Rom. 11:27). Its sole basis will be the blood of Christ, called the "blood of the new testament" (Matt. 26:28). Four things characterise it: 
1. The Lord's commands will be written on men's hearts — i.e. they will appeal to love. 
2. Israel will regain its relationship as the people of the LORD (v. 10; Zech. 8:8). 
3. The knowledge of the Lord will be common to all (v. 11; Isaiah 54:13). 
4. God will remember neither their sins nor their iniquities any more (v. 12).
For their part Christians are not under a covenant (is there a need for a pact between a father and his children?). But they already enjoy all these blessings promised to Israel, and more besides. The divine Word is implanted within them (cf. 2 Cor. 3:3). They are now children of God. They know the Lord by the Holy Spirit who lives in them. They have the assurance that their sins are blotted out for ever.
Reader, are these privileges also yours?


October 16

Hebrews 9:1-15

1Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.2For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.3And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;4Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;5And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly.6Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God.7But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:8The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:9Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;10Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.11But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;12Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.13For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:14How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?15And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.


Ch. 35-40 of Exodus tell how the tabernacle was constructed. Leviticus gives instruction concerning sacrifices (Lev. 1-7), then concerning the priests (Lev. 8-12). But all these ordinances of earthly worship had shown their tragic powerlessness. The tabernacle was divided by a veil that could not be passed through. The priest, himself a sinner, was obliged to offer a sacrifice on his own behalf (v. 7; Heb. 5:3). Finally, the sacrifices of goats and calves "could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience" (v. 9). So God speaks to us of a heavenly tabernacle "greater and more perfect . . . not made with hands" (v. 11; Heb. 8:2). But what good would it be if there were no priest capable of carrying out its services? And what use would a perfect priest be to us (Heb. 5-8) if the sacrifice was not likewise perfect? (Heb. 9, 10). For our complete security the Lord Jesus is at the same time both the one and the other. As sacrifice, He gives us peace of conscience. As priest, He gives us peace of heart and keeps us in communion with God. Under the old covenant all was uncertain and conditional. Now all is eternal: our redemption (v. 12 end; Heb. 5:9) as well as our inheritance (v. 15 end). Nothing can take these from us nor call them in question.


October 17

Hebrews 9:16-28

16For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.17For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.18Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.19For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,20Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you.21Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry.22And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.23It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.24For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:25Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others;26For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.27And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:28So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.


"Without shedding of blood is no remission" (v. 22; read also Lev. 17:11). What every sacrifice of the old covenant proclaimed, what Abel by faith had already understood (Heb. 11:4) is here confirmed in the most categoric of statements. For "the wages of sin is death" and the blood poured out on the ground is the proof that the wages have been paid (Deut. 12:23-24). The blood of Christ was "shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). Who are these many? All who believe! The precious blood of the Lord Jesus, continually in God's sight, shelters them from His wrath. For "it is appointed unto men once to die . . ." No reincarnation is offered to them. Yet everything is not finished at death, and death is a small matter compared with what follows it. What is after death? One word is sufficient to show this . . . "after this the judgment" (2 Tim. 4:1; Rev. 20:12). Man without God has two terrible realities before him: death and judgment. But the redeemed possess two happy certainties: the forgiveness of all their sins and the Lord's return for their final deliverance (v. 28). May each one of our readers be among "them that look for him"!


October 18

Hebrews 10:1-18

1For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.2For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.3But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.4For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.5Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:6In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.7Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.8Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;9Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.10By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.11And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;13From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.14For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.15Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before,16This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;17And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.18Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.


The need for a repetition again and again of the sacrifices of the old covenant showed that they were ineffective. Indeed they were rather a remembrance of sins (v. 3). The righteousness of God was not satisfied – still less could He take pleasure in them. Then One presented Himself to take our cause upon Himself. The Lord Jesus alone was the Object of the Father's good pleasure; He alone could be the accepted sacrifice, the holy Victim offered "once for all". Whereas the earthly priests remained standing, because their service was never finished, Christ sat down, the proof that His work was complete. And He who sat down for ever has made us perfect for ever. Yes, perfect, for this is how God sees us, our sins having been washed away. This is not in the future; it is a finished and final thing. But let us not forget that the work done for us is accompanied by a present work in us. The Lord wants to put His love and His commandments in each of our hearts (cf. v. 16; Heb. 8:10). Having said to the Father on coming into the world, "I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart", He now desires His own to be like Him (vv. 7, 9; Ps. 40:6-8).


October 19

Hebrews 10:19-31

19Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,20By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;21And having an high priest over the house of God;22Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.23Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.26For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,27But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.28He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:29Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?30For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.


The work of grace is finished. The One who accomplished it has gone up "higher than the heavens" (Heb. 7:26). Following His footsteps we are invited to enter in by the new and living way, henceforth open for the worshipper. The blood of the Lord Jesus, the rent veil, the intercession on our behalf by a High Priest all give full assurance to our faith. Let us draw near, brethren, in complete freedom. Let nothing hold us back from entering the holy place . . . nor from the regular gatherings of the children of God (v. 25). We are not converted to live lonely, self-centred lives. Let us encourage one another to love and devotion.
The end of the section is particularly solemn. To sin wilfully was for the Jews who professed Christianity to go back to the law and thus to trample under foot the holy Son of God, to make vile His precious blood, and to despise His grace. This could be applied to children of Christian parents who reject the instruction received in their childhood and deliberately choose the way of the world. Young friends who possess such great privileges, the way to heaven will not always be open to you. Draw near now (John 6:37).


October 20

Hebrews 10:32-39; Hebrews 11:1-7

32But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;33Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.34For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.35Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.36For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.37For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.38Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.39But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.2For by it the elders obtained a good report.3Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.4By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.5By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.6But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.7By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.


The Hebrew Christians had accepted, and accepted joyfully, the loss of their earthly possessions (cf. Matt. 5:12). What was their secret? Faith, which laid hold of better things beyond the reach of their persecutors. But faith is not just necessary on bad days or at the time of conversion. It is the living, vital principle of the righteous. It makes the future present and the invisible visible. Those who do not have faith cannot persevere. They draw back and God has no pleasure in them (v. 38; Heb. 4:2; 1 Cor. 10:5). Without faith, repeats Hebrews 11:6, it is impossible to please Him. But now God is going to introduce to us some of those in whom He does take pleasure (Ps. 16:3). In ch. 11 different aspects of the life of faith are illustrated by witnesses from the Old Testament. In Abel we see this faith laying hold of redemption by the offering of a sacrifice acceptable to God. In Enoch it walks towards its heavenly goal. In Noah it condemns the world and preaches divine righteousness. Thus faith characterises the whole Christian life. And having reached the last steps of this walk of faith, now is not the time to throw away our confidence. "For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come" (v. 37). This description is enough. The Lord Jesus is the One who is coming; we are "them that look for him" (Heb. 9:28).


October 21

Hebrews 11:8-16

8By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.9By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:10For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.11Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.12Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.13These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.14For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.15And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.16But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.


Once again in the Bible, Abraham and his family are chosen by God – this time to teach us what faith is. "Abraham, when he was called . . . obeyed." To obey someone without knowing his intentions shows complete confidence in him. When it is God who commands, faith is able to go (v. 8) and also to stay (v. 9). As it happened, the patriarch stayed in Haran when he should have gone to Canaan (Acts 7:4); he decided to go to Egypt when he should have stayed in the land (Gen. 12:10). But here God is pleased to cover up these mistakes, and likewise to remain silent about Sara's laughter, about the sad end of Isaac's history and about the sad start of Jacob's. He recalls from His people's lives only that which glorifies Him, and faith alone can glorify Him.
It is in principle impossible to have two homelands at the same time. The promise of a heavenly city had therefore made Abraham and his family strangers down here. They were not afraid to confess as much (v. 13; Gen. 23:4); but they also showed it clearly by living in tents (2 Cor. 4:18; 2 Cor. 5:1). They were not ashamed of their God, which is why He is not ashamed of them. He claims the name of "the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob". Reader, do you have the right to call Him "my God"?


October 22

Hebrews 11:17-31

17By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,18Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:19Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.21By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.22By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.24By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;25Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;26Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.27By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.28Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.29By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.31By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.


The offering up of Isaac proved that Abraham believed in the resurrection (cf. Rom. 4:17) and that he loved God more than his only son. The long history of Jacob is told by his staff; it was in turn the implement of the shepherd, the support of the pilgrim and the lame man, and finally of the worshipper (v. 21). Of Isaac it might be thought that his discernment was rather slow and of Joseph that there might have been something more memorable to recall than this simple command concerning his bones. Yet each of these patriarchs proclaims in his own way his certain hope of things to come. Moses refused . . . chose . . . esteemed . . . for his eye was fixed on the reward (see Heb. 10:35). He forsook . . . did not fear . . . endured . . . because he saw Him who is invisible.
Faith is the only touchstone which enables us to appreciate the true value and relative duration of everything. At the same time faith is the inner vitality which gives us the ability to triumph both over obstacles: Pharaoh's anger, the Red Sea, Jericho — and over selfish desires: the pleasures of sin or the riches of Egypt. Yes, faith is energetic and durable. And if the example of Moses seems too high for us, let us be encouraged by that of Rahab. Whatever our circumstances, God looks for the visible fruit of our faith.


October 23

Hebrews 11:32-40; Hebrews 12:1-3

32And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:33Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,34Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.35Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:36And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:37They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;38(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.39And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:40God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
1Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,2Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.3For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.


From v. 32, we are in the land of Canaan. We find there the judges, the kings, the prophets, the great cloud of witnesses who surround us, who have gone before us and who wait for us to be able to enter into the possession of the promises (vv. 39, 40). Through the darkest times, the torch of faith handed on from one to another, has never gone out. God alone knows the list of these forgotten martyrs and He keeps it up to date. Each has his own page in the book of faithfulness. The army of the torch-bearers of faith has a wonderful Captain — we are the rearguard. Today it is our turn to be engaged in this "relay race". What must we do to run well? We must be neither burdened down nor become ensnared. Let us start by getting rid of every weight and useless baggage. Let us also lay aside sin, the net which sadly makes us stumble "so easily"! But this is not all. We need an object who, like an irresistible magnet, will draw us on. Let us fix our eyes upon the Lord Jesus, the Guide and Example of the life of faith, its Author and Finisher. He too had an object before Him, more powerful than the cross, the shame and all the suffering. It was "the fulness of joy" which must crown the life of the man of faith according to Psalm 16:11.


October 24

Hebrews 12:4-17

4Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.5And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:6For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.7If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?8But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.9Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?10For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.11Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.12Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;13And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.14Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:15Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;16Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.17For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.


In the family a child is subject to his parents' training. This may cause a few tears but the child, when grown, will have cause to thank his parents for such an upbringing. If we are the sons and daughters of God, it is impossible for us not to experience His discipline (v. 8), for the holy God wants to mould His children into His own image (v. 10). Yet this discipline could lead us to two quite opposite reactions: firstly we could despise it and pay no attention to it at all. We should rather be "exercised by it"; that is to say, we should judge ourselves before the Lord, looking for the reason why He has sent such a trial upon us (Job 5:17). The opposite danger is that we might lose courage (v. 5; Eph. 3:13). In that case, let us remember the name given to a believer under discipline: "(the one) whom the Lord loveth" (v. 6). Let us pursue peace with all men but not at the expense of holiness (v. 14). Let us not forget that we ourselves are the objects of grace and let us chase from our hearts the roots of bitterness (literally "germs of poison"). Hidden at first, they will show themselves sooner or later if they are not judged immediately (Deut. 29:18).
Esau who could not be named in the preceding chapter with the other members of his family is mentioned here to his eternal shame. Let none of us be like him.


October 25

Hebrews 12:18-29

18For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,19And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:20(For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:21And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)22But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,23To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,24And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.25See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:26Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.27And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.28Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:29For our God is a consuming fire.


Here again a contrast is made between what the law offered and what the Christian now possesses in Christ. Instead of the dreadful Sinai, God will substitute grace in Zion in the coming reign of the Messiah (Ps. 2:6). But the child of God has already come to a higher order of blessings. He is invited to scale the slopes of this mountain of grace, to go by faith into the "city of the living God", the heavenly Jerusalem, and there greet its inhabitants. He meets an innumerable company of angels, then the assembly of the first-born, that is the Church. At the summit is God Himself "the Judge of all", but who receives him as redeemed by His Son. As he goes back down towards the base, towards the divine foundation of all these glories, he finds the "spirits of just men made perfect" from ch. 11, and the Lord Jesus "the mediator of the new covenant" sealed with His own blood.
"Heaven is our home", says the hymn. If all things down here are changeable and destined soon to pass away, yet I have a kingdom which cannot be moved; my name is written in heaven (Luke 10:20). And the same grace which gives me access to it, already allows me to serve this holy God – not in a manner acceptable to me, but to Him. Reverence and fear of displeasing Him will keep me in the pathway of His will.


October 26

Hebrews 13:1-16

1Let brotherly love continue.2Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.3Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.4Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.5Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.6So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.7Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.8Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.9Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.10We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.11For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.12Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.13Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.14For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.15By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.16But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.


Brotherly love can be exercised in many ways: hospitality which leads to the blessing of the one who practises it (v. 2); sympathy which identifies itself with those who suffer (v. 3; Heb. 10:34); doing good in which God Himself takes pleasure (v. 16).
Avarice, sadly, has several faces too. We can love not only the money we have, but also that which we hope to have. Let us learn to be content with whatever we have at the particular moment. And for tomorrow's needs or dangers, let us lean "boldly" (in full confidence) on the Lord's faithfulness (v. 6; Matt. 6:31-34). He who is our helper cannot change. "Thou art the same" said Hebrews 1:12. V. 8 concludes with a statement of unfathomable wonder: "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever." If He is sufficient for us, the "divers and strange doctrines" of v. 9 will have no hold upon us. We will be ready to leave the camp of mere formal religion (cf. Ex. 33:7) and go to the Lord Jesus alone, to the place where His presence is promised. He has offered the supreme sacrifice. Our privilege is to offer to God, in return, not just on Sundays but continually, a sacrifice of praise, the fruit of our lips. This fruit ripens first in our heart (Ps. 45:1).


October 27

Hebrews 13:17-25

17Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.18Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.19But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.20Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,21Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.22And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in few words.23Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you.24Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute you.25Grace be with you all. Amen.


We have had faithful leaders. Let us respect their memory and imitate their faith – and read their writings (v. 7). Today also God gives us those who have the rule over us (vv. 17, 24). What is our duty towards them? To obey them, pray for them (v. 18) and so to behave that they can fulfil their service with joy – they take care of our souls. Equally we should accept the word of exhortation when it is addressed to us by them (v. 22). At all costs let no worker for the Lord cause His people to lose sight of the "great Shepherd of the sheep". He alone has given His life for them and now He leads them out with Himself from the camp of human religion. From now on all Christians form a single flock having only one Shepherd at its head (John 10:4, 16).
One after the other in this epistle the elements of Judaism have been taken away and replaced by glorious Christian truths. They are all summed-up in Jesus Christ. Ultimately that is the work which God is accomplishing in us (v. 21): He breaks all our past links and rids us of formalism so as to join us to His risen and glorified Son. While we wait for His imminent appearing may this letter have taught us already by faith to fix our eyes upon Him (Heb. 12:2).


October 28

James 1:1-12

1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.2My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;3Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.4But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.5If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.6But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.7For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.9Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:10But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.11For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.12Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.


James addresses his brethren: Christians who have come out from the Jewish system, but who have not yet fully broken their links with it. He invites them to reckon trials as "all joy": words which at first sight do not go well together. Yet some of the Hebrew Christians had already found this to be a reality (Heb. 10:34). Their experience endorses Paul's declaration: "we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh (cultivates) patience" (Rom. 5:3; cf. Col. 1:11). There is another apparent contradiction: while patience implies waiting for what we do not yet have, James adds, "wanting nothing". What may cause us to be truly wanting is not a lack of earthly wealth, but lack of wisdom. So let us ask the Lord for wisdom, following the example of young Solomon (1 Kings 3:9).
Even if he is poor a Christian does not lack anything, since he has the Lord Jesus. The rich person though brought low can rejoice in fellowship with Him who made Himself nothing and humbled Himself even to the death of the cross. Shall we envy those who will pass away like the flower of the field? Let us keep the crown of life in view. It will be the recompense of those who have endured tribulation with patience, in other words those who love the Lord (end of v. 12).


October 29

James 1:13-27

13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.16Do not err, my beloved brethren.17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.


In vv. 2, 52 the word temptation means a testing from outside, which God allows for our good and ultimately our joy. In v. 13 being tempted has a different meaning: it implies evil. We are led away by our wicked desires inside. How could God be the cause of that? Nothing of darkness can come down from the "Father of lights" (cf. 1 John 1:5). He who sent us His own Son gives us "every perfect gift" with Him (Rom. 8:32). The source of wickedness is in us: evil thoughts, the offspring of which are evil words and evil actions. But it is not enough just to be aware of this. Otherwise we are like someone who sees his dirty face in a mirror but does not go and wash. The Word of God is this mirror. It shows man what he is; it teaches him to do good (James 4:17) – but it cannot do it for him.
What comprises "pure religion" as recognised by God the Father? Not the empty ceremonies which men call "religion". It arises from the twofold condition in which the Lord has left His people: in the world – to show His love; not of the world – to keep us pure of its influence (v. 27; John 17:11, 14, 16).


October 30

James 2:1-13

1My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.2For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment;3And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:4Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?6But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats?7Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?8If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:9But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.10For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.11For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.12So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.13For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.


We are influenced more than we think by the false scale of values of the world, with its emphasis on money, social status . . . Even Samuel needed to learn this: "man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). Do you know where this "respect of persons" led the world? Even to despise and reject the Son of God, because He came to earth as a poor man (2 Cor. 8:9). Today the lovely name of Christ, called upon by Christians, is still the object of mockery and blasphemy. Well, those who bear His name, the poor whom the world despises, are called heirs of the kingdom by the Lord (v. 5; Matthew 5:3). Consequently "the royal law", that is the king's law (v. 8), is imposed on them. Moreover to fall short of the command to love is to transgress the whole law just as a break in one link in a chain is enough to break the whole. So it was that we were all guilty, convicted of sin. But God has found a greater glory in mercy than in judgment. This mercy has now placed us under a quite different "law", the law of liberty – the liberty of a new nature which finds its pleasure in obedience to God (1 Peter 2:16).


October 31

James 2:14-26

14What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,16And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?17Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.18Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.19Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?21Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?22Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.25Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.


Some people claim that there is a contradiction between the teaching of James and that of Paul (for example in Romans 4). In reality each of them presents a different aspect of the truth. Paul demonstrates that faith is sufficient to make a person righteous before God. James explains that to be justified in the eyes of men requires works (v. 24; 1 John 3:10). It is not the root, but the fruit which proves the quality of a tree (Luke 6:43-44). Faith in the heart cannot show itself to others except by works. Electricity cannot be seen, but the working of a bulb or a motor confirms the presence of the current in the wire. Faith is an active principle (v. 22), an inner energy which sets the cogs of the heart in motion. Paul and James illustrate their teaching by the same example: that of Abraham, to which Rahab's example is added here. By human morality the former was a criminal father, the latter a woman of ill repute, who betrayed her people. Their actions showed all the more clearly the result of their faith which led them to make the greatest of sacrifices for God.
Friend, you may once have said you had faith. Have you also shown it?



November 1

James 3:1-18

1My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.2For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.3Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body.4Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.5Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!6And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.7For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:8But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.9Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.10Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.11Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?12Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.13Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.14But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.15This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.16For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.18And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.


Just as faith, where it exists, necessarily shows itself in works, so the defilement of the heart sooner or later shows itself in words. Every steam engine has a release-valve through which any excess of internal pressure can escape. If we let this "pressure" build up in us without judging it, it will invariably betray itself in words we will be unable to restrain. Thus the Lord calls our attention to the impurity of our lips (Isa. 6:5) and shows us from where it springs: the abundance of the heart (Matt. 12:34; Matt. 15:19; Prov. 10:20). But He invites us to judge ourselves and thus separate "the precious from the vile" so that we might be as His mouth (Jer. 15:19).
There is wisdom and wisdom. The wisdom that is from above, like every perfect gift, comes down from the Father of lights (James 1:17). We recognise it by its motives: always pure, without self-will, active for good.
We ought to re-read these verses each time we are about to use our tongues in a bad way: quarrelling, lies (v. 14), running others down (James 4:11), boasting (James 4:16), muttering grudges (James 5:9), swearing or foolish talk (James 5:12; Eph. 4:29; Eph. 5:4). Sadly, that means reading them many times each day!


November 2

James 4:1-12

1From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?2Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.3Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.4Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.5Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?6But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.8Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.9Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.10Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.11Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.12There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?


A quarrel between God's children unmistakably reveals an unbroken will in both parties. The Lord teaches us that this is yet another obstacle to our prayers being answered (read Mark 11:25). There are two reasons why we receive no answer. The first is that we do not ask, "for everyone that asketh receiveth" (Matt. 7:8). The second is that we ask amiss. That is not a matter of the clumsy construction of our prayers (in any case, "we know not what we should pray for as we ought" – Romans 8:26) but of their aim. Do we pray with an eye to the Lord's glory or to satisfy our desires? These two aims can never be married. To love the world is to betray the cause of our God, for the world has declared war on Him by crucifying His Son, and neutrality is not possible (Matt. 12:30).
Envy and lust are the magnets by which the world attracts us. But to those who are for Him, God gives infinitely more than the world can offer: greater grace (v. 6; Matt. 13:12). It is enjoyed by those who have learned meekness and humility from the Saviour (Matt. 11:29). But to prove the virtues of grace we must first have felt our own wretchedness (vv. 8, 9; cf. Joel 2:12-13).


November 3

James 4:13-17; James 5:1-6

13Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:14Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.15For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.16But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.17Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
1Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.2Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.3Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.4Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.5Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.6Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.


Those who make selfish plans (vv. 3-15; Isaiah 56:12) and those who accumulate earthly wealth (5:1-6) are often the same people (Luke 12:18-19). Both are strangers to the life of faith. To plan for the future, without reference to God, is to substitute one's own will for the will of God. It amounts even to unbelief – a demonstration that we do not believe in the Lord's imminent return. It is particularly foolish to trust in amassing wealth in "the last days". The uncertain future of earthly riches: loss, theft, devaluation . . . all serve to show that they are corruptible riches, cankered gold and silver (see Ps. 52:7). That is why the Lord commands: "provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth" (Luke 12:33). The enjoyment of material goods may contribute to hardening of the heart – firstly, towards God, for thereby we lose the feeling of dependence upon Him and the sense of the true necessities, those of the soul (Rev. 3:17); secondly, towards our neighbour, because it is then more difficult to put ourselves in the place of those who are in any need (Prov. 18:23).


November 4

James 5:7-20

7Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.8Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.9Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.10Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.11Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.12But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.13Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.17Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.19Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.


Autumn is the season of hard work. Eight to ten months of successive cold and heat, rain and sunshine elapse before the new harvest is ripe. What patience the farmer needs! Like him let us be patient, "for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh". Let us also use the resources available to us: in times of gladness, singing; in trials (as indeed at all other times as well), the fervent prayer of faith. Do we ever discover what great things it can do ("availeth much" – cf. John 9:31 end)? Vv. 14-16, which are used to justify all sorts of practices in Christendom, are only true if all the conditions mentioned are kept. In any case a dependent Christian will not always feel free to ask for healing; he will rather pray with those around him for the peaceful acceptance of God's will.
The end of the letter emphasises brotherly care in love: the confession of faults one to another (not of a believer to a priest), prayer one for another, care for those in need. Doctrine has little place in this letter. By contrast great emphasis is laid upon putting our Christianity into practice. May God grant that each one of us be "not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work" (James 1:25).


November 5

1 Peter 1:1-12

1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,2Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,4To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,5Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.6Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:7That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:8Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:9Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.10Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:11Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.12Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.


Even before Peter had denied Him, the Lord had told him: "When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren" (Luke 22:32). The apostle carries out that service in this epistle. He recalls our priceless privileges: the salvation of the soul (v. 9); an incorruptible inheritance in heaven (v. 4). God is both keeping it for the heirs and keeping them for the inheritance. However even now they get a foretaste of it: "joy unspeakable and full of glory". It is based: on the living hope which they have in a living Person: Jesus Christ risen from the dead (v. 3); on faith (vv. 5, 7); on love for the One whom the redeemed have not yet seen but whom they know well in their hearts (v. 8). The more we love the Lord the more will we feel that we do not love Him enough.
Just because God attaches great value to faith, He sets out to purify it in the melting pot of trials. However we are given an assurance: He only does it "if need be" (v. 6).
These are, dear friends, the blessed realities which concern us, for which the prophets searched diligently (vv. 10, 11) and which the angels desire to look into closely (v. 12). Are we to be the only ones not interested in them?


November 6

1 Peter 1:13-25 

13Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;14As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;16Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.17And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:18Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;19But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:20Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,21Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.22Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:23Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.24For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:25But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.


The truth which the apostle has just presented concerns and affects us. It is that girdle which strengthens our understanding and controls our thinking (v. 13; Eph. 6:14). It is also the truth which we have to obey (v. 22). We who previously walked amongst the "children of disobedience" (Col. 3:6-7) have become "obedient children" (v. 14). That obedience is not only to but of Jesus Christ (v. 2), i.e. like His obedience, motivated by love for the Father (John 8:29; John 14:31). Moreover everything here is in contrast with the Old Testament. Neither money, gold, nor anything else can redeem us (Ex. 30:11-16; Num. 31:50) but only the precious blood of Christ. Unlike the Israelite, natural birth does not qualify us to enter into the rights and privileges of the people of God. No one should consider themselves a child of God because they have Christian parents! We are born again by the Word which is incorruptible, living and abiding. The holiness which is required of us in our conduct answers to this new nature; we call upon the holy God as our Father (vv. 15-17). Holiness is also the consequence of the great value which God attaches to the sacrifice of the perfect Lamb.


November 7

1 Peter 2:1-12

1Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,2As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:3If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.4To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,5Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.6Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.7Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,8And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.11Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;12Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.


A child coming into the world soon needs to be fed. That is why the Word of God, having given life (1 Peter 1:23) also provides what is needed to maintain life. It is the complete food for the soul, "the sincere milk" of which Christ is the substance. Once we have tasted that the Lord is good we can no longer do without that divine nourishment (v. 3; Ps. 34:8).
Following on from the living seed (and the living hope of ch. 1), here we find living stones. They are built up together upon the One who is the chief corner stone, precious both to God and to us who believe (v. 7), to form a spiritual house (see Eph. 2:20-22). The Lord had told Simon Bar-jona that he too was one of those stones (Matt. 16:18). Such privileges however also carry corresponding responsibilities. If we are a holy priesthood, it is to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. If we are a peculiar people (a people for a possession), we are to show forth His praise (Isa. 43:21).
Having been called "out of darkness into his marvellous light", can we allow fleshly lusts a place in our minds? Just one look is enough to set them off – and they war against the soul (v. 11).


November 8

1 Peter 2:13-25

13Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;14Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.15For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:16As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.17Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.18Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.19For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.20For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.21For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:22Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:23Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:24Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.25For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.


The Christian is expected to respect established order, not out of fear of the law but for the greatest motive which can move his heart: love for the Lord (v. 13; John 15:10). We are servants of God only (v. 16), and He tells us what our attitude should be to everybody. All masters are far from being "good and gentle": some are very annoying. Our witness will take on much more meaning and stand out much better with the second type than with the first. Unrighteousness, insults and all such afflictions give the child of God ideal opportunities to glorify Him. Someone trod this pathway before us: the One who was the Man of Sorrows. Without a doubt Christ neither had nor ever will have companions or imitators in the work of atonement. He — and He alone – "bare our sins in his own body on the tree" (v. 24). On the other hand, in our walk of righteousness (and consequently of suffering) He is our perfect Example (1 John 2:6). The opposition and perversity of men only served to reveal His patience, kindness, humility, wisdom, His complete trust in God . . .: blessed steps in which we are to walk. In this way we will carry out the Lord's final command to Peter: "Follow thou me" (John 21:22).


November 9

1 Peter 3:1-12

1Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;2While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.3Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;4But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.5For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:6Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.7Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.8Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:9Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.10For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:11Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.12For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.


"Likewise, ye wives . . . (v. 1), ye husbands . . . (v. 7), ye younger . . ." (1 Peter 5:5). The motive in all these cases is the same as in 1 Peter 2:13: love for the Lord. This governs how each person should behave in the family and in the Assembly. A Christian wife shows where her affections lie by the way in which she adorns herself. Does she concern herself with the hidden beauty of the heart which only the Lord can see? And does she try to have "a meek and quiet spirit"? This is especially precious to God (v. 4). This "adorning" is just as much a part of what is incorruptible as is the Word (1 Peter 1:23) and the heavenly inheritance (1 Peter 1:4). Fashion in God's eyes has not changed since the time of Sarah.
Our title of heirs of the grace of life (v. 7) and of the blessing (v. 9 end), together with the example given to us by the One who is good (v. 13; 1 Peter 2:21-22), provide pressing reasons for not rendering railing for railing.
The long quotation from Psalm 34 reminds us of what the government of God is. If we have evil on our lips (v. 10) or in our ways (v. 11) there may be painful consequences, allowed by God for us here on earth (v. 12). On the other hand if we walk in goodness and peace, that is the sure way to blessing. In addition to this that all men desire we will enjoy fellowship with the Lord.


November 10

1 Peter 3:13-22

13And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?14But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;15But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:16Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.17For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.18For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:19By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;20Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.21The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:22Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.


Christ suffered on the cross, the Just for us the unjust (v. 18). In return we are given to suffer a little for Him (Phil. 1:29). By doing good we can suffer with Him, as He suffered (v. 14). Finally the Lord sympathises with us in all our troubles (v. 12).
V. 14 declares that if you suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are you (read also Matt. 5:10). May God protect us from any fear of man and give us His fear, together with meekness, so that we may bear witness at any time of the hope which is in us . . . — but is this hope in each of our readers?
However, if we behave badly towards men, then when we speak to them of the Lord their scorn, which we deserve, reflects on Him. May the Spirit of Christ use us to warn our fellow-men as it used Noah, during that time when he built the ark, to preach to the unbelievers of his day (vv. 19, 20). The flood is a picture of the judgment which is about to fall on the world. It speaks to us of death, the wages of sin. Figuratively speaking believers go through the flood in baptism and shelter in the ark, which is Christ. He suffered death in their place and they rise with Him in newness of life (vv. 21, 22).


November 11

1 Peter 4:1-11

1Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;2That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.3For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:4Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:5Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.6For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.7But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.8And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.9Use hospitality one to another without grudging.10As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.11If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.


The Lord Jesus was greatly wearied by the sin with which He had to deal. Now He rests from it having overcome it in His death. In the same way the Christian should be finished with the lusts of men. Dear friends, have we not wasted enough precious time, before our conversion, on that mad road to death? Let us live the rest of our lives "to the will of God". Our new behaviour will certainly contrast with that of the world about us. The latter will be amazed that we abstain from their corrupt pleasures; pressure will be brought to bear on us. People will make fun of us; they may say nasty things about us. Why? Because the world feels condemned by our separation, as they will be condemned by the great Judge (v. 5). The very imminence of this judgment should control our behaviour: moderation, vigilance, prayer, fervent love (1 Peter 1:22 end). The latter expresses itself in many ways: seeking the recovery of our brethren (v. 8 end), being hospitable without grudging, using the gifts of the varied grace of God for the benefit of one another. In this way the Lord Jesus in heaven continues to glorify the Father on earth (this is His greatest wish) in the lives of His redeemed (v. 11; John 17:4, 11; John 15:8).


November 12

1 Peter 4:12-19

12Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:13But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.14If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.16Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.17For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?18And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?19Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.


In heaven we will never grow tired of meditating on the sufferings of the Lord Jesus; they will be the inexhaustible theme of our song. However, the opportunity to share those sufferings will have gone. Suffering with Christ is a deeper and more intimate experience than suffering for Him. To share in His sorrows, to know the ungratefulness, the scorn, the contradiction, the reproach (v. 14), the blatant opposition which He encountered, is really to know Him in all the feelings He had. Paul's ardent desire was to "know him . . . and the fellowship of his sufferings . . ." (Phil. 3:10). But there is one type of suffering which Christ could not experience: that which we go through when we do wrong. We cannot escape from the consequences of our inconsistencies. A dishonest Christian will reap what he has sown before the courts of men and if he meddles in someone else's business he may be punished by the latter. The saddest part is not the trouble which we bring upon ourselves, but the dishonour heaped upon the name of the Lord. On the other hand, suffering as a Christian, that is to say as Christ did, brings glory to God in bearing that lovely Name (v. 16; Acts 4:17, 21).


November 13

1 Peter 5:1-14

1The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:2Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;3Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.4And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.5Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:7Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:9Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.10But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.11To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.12By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.13The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son.14Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.


"Feed my lambs . . .; feed my sheep", the Lord had said to Peter (John 21:15-17). Far from presuming that, because of this, he was superior to other Christians (a position which Christendom has given him), the apostle simply describes himself as an elder amongst other elders and exhorts them not to make themselves lords over the flock of the good Shepherd, but to be examples to the flock (v. 3) The sheep do not belong to them; they are responsible for them to the chief Shepherd. This in no way lessens the responsibility of young people to submit themselves to the elders and for all to be clothed with humility, which could be translated as "put on the servant's apron" (v. 5; cf. 1 Peter 3:8). Grace is given to the humble by "the God of all grace."
"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you", adds the apostle (v. 7). This trust and this surrender to God does not do away with vigilance. Satan, our ever threatening enemy, is on the look-out for the slightest slackness on our part and to resist him means further suffering (vv. 8, 9). Finally the Scriptures once again bear witness to the sufferings which the Christian, in measure but like His divine Example, must endure for "a while" before experiencing the glory that will follow (v. 10; 1 Peter 1:11 end).


November 14

2 Peter 1:1-11

1Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:2Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,3According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.5And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;6And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.8For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:11For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.


Peter begins this second epistle by reminding the Christians of what they have been able to share in: precious faith (v. 1); "all things" pertaining to life and godliness (v. 3); finally the "exceeding great and precious promises" (v. 4). Our, faith which takes hold of what God gives should not remain idle. It must be accompanied by energy, called virtue, in order to attain to knowledge (the word which characterises this epistle). At the same time temperance is essential if we are to make full use of our strength; then patience, which knows how to persevere in toil. In this spiritual atmosphere we develop the following relationships: 
1. with the Lord: godliness; 
2. with our brethren: brotherly kindness; 
3. with everybody: love. 
These seven complements of faith form a complete unit, like the links in a chain. If any are missing it leads to dramatic consequences in the life of a Christian: spiritual ineffectiveness, unfruitfulness and short-sightedness. He cannot see very far; his faith can no longer make out on the horizon the heavenly city, the end of the Christian pilgrimage (cf. Heb. 11:13 . . .). The eternal gates have already been opened for Christ, the King of glory (Ps. 24:7, 9). May He grant us in our turn an abundant entrance into His everlasting kingdom. 


November 15

2 Peter 1:12-21

12Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.13Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;14Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.15Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.16For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.17For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.


The truths set out in the first epistle recalled the revelations of Matthew 16: the sufferings of Christ; the building up of the Assembly, a spiritual house built on the Rock. The second epistle is based on Matthew 17. At the time of the transfiguration, Peter, James and John saw the Lord Jesus in "excellent glory". But they were ordered not to tell anybody about it until after His resurrection. Now the time has come for that revelation. And Peter, who at that time had been very sleepy (Luke 9:32), rouses the saints by recalling that scene (v. 13; 2 Peter 3:1). The one who, without thinking, had proposed making three tabernacles, now prepares to put off his earthly "tabernacle" to enjoy Christ's presence, this time for ever, in a glorious body (v. 14). The Lord had shown him when and by what death he would glorify God (v. 14; John 21:18-19). Soon we in turn will be "eyewitnesses of his majesty".
Throughout the Scriptures the prophetic lamp throws its light on the coming glory. But the child of God has an even brighter light. The object of his hope lives in him: Christ is the Day Star which has already arisen in his heart (v. 19; Col. 1:27 end).


November 16

2 Peter 2:1-11


1But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.2And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.3And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.4For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;5And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;6And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;7And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:8(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)9The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:10But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.11Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.


False sects which lead souls to perdition flourish today. Advance warning has been given of their appearance so that we should be neither astonished nor discouraged by them (v. 1). They traffic in the souls of men (v. 3; Revelation 18:13 end).
In ch. 1 a three-fold testimony confirmed the prospect of the coming glory: the vision of it on the holy mountain; prophecy; and finally the Day Star risen in our hearts. Similarly there are three examples which testify to the certainty of the judgment which will fall on the world: the fate of the fallen angels (Jude 6), the flood (Matt. 24:36 . . .) and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha (Jude 7). However, in the midst of an ungodly generation, the Lord knows and delivers those who fear Him (v. 9). In spite of his worldliness, Lot was a righteous man. The parenthesis in v. 8 shows that God hears the sighs of His people. Nevertheless Lot could have been spared all those torments had he known, like Abraham, how to appreciate the promised land. Being in a false and ambiguous position amongst men is always a source of trouble for the child of God. Lot is an example of a believer saved "so as by fire" (1 Cor. 3:15). His entrance in to the kingdom will not be abundant (2 Peter 1:11). May the Lord keep us from being like Lot! 


November 17

2 Peter 2:12-22

12But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;13And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;14Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:15Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;16But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.17These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.18For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.20For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.21For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.22But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.


Satan constantly uses the same two means to overturn the truth established in 2 Peter 1: he tries to corrupt it, as in 2 Peter 2, or openly to deny it, as we shall see in 2 Peter 3. His instruments for leading souls astray are presented to us here in their true light. What an awful and frightening picture is presented of these religious leaders in whom moral evil and evil teaching go hand in hand (vv. 12-17; Matt. 7:15). These men who promise freedom to others are themselves slaves of their basest passions and lusts (v. 19). For, and this is a serious consideration for the believer also, "of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage". Are each of us free, freed by the Lord (John 8:34-36; Isa. 49:24-25)? Or are we still entangled by some shameful chain? This world is captivating, in the literal sense of the word. Like a mire (v. 22 end), it holds fast the feet of these careless people who venture that way, at the same time polluting their souls (v. 20 mentions the pollutions of the world).
The end of the chapter shatters the illusion of those who have momentarily escaped sin's rut by a mere social or intellectual Christianity. Moral reform is not conversion!
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2 Peter 3:1-10

1This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:2That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:3Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,4And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.5For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:6Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:7But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.8But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.10But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.


Peter is not afraid of repeating himself. He does not tire of reminding the children of God of the same truths (v. 1; 2 Peter 1:12-13; Phil. 3:1; Jude 17). May we for our part not grow tired of reading them again and meditating on them. For the third time the apostle writes about the flood. In contrast with those people who willingly ignore all the warnings (Eph. 4:18), the beloved of the Lord should not ignore His purposes. The "end of the world", which some think of with fear and others treat lightly, will not occur until the moment chosen by Him. The heaven and earth "which are now" will then be destroyed. Only the patience of God, with His longing for the salvation of sinners, has suspended the judgment up to now. He does not want anybody to perish (Ezek. 33:11). This patience even applies to those mockers who challenge the truth and insult Him. However, mankind is faced with a relentless "countdown". Then will arrive that last moment when the promises which have been heard so often will suddenly become reality. What happens then will give substance to the hope of the children of God, to the confusion of the mockers and the ungodly. It will be too late then to "come to repentance" (end of v. 9). Dear reader, have you come yet? 


November 19

2 Peter 3:11-18

11Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,12Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.14Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.15And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;16As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.17Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.18But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.


These final exhortations are not based on "the exceeding great and precious promises" (2 Peter 1:4) like the previous ones, but on the instability of everything in the present state of things. Let us sometimes make a list of all those earthly goods which we hold dear, writing over them: "all these things shall be dissolved . . ." In this way we shall be kept from thinking too much of them. The very fact that we know these things in advance should bring about in us holy conduct (conversation – yet another word characteristic of Peter: see 1 Peter 1:15, 18; 1 Peter 2:12; 1 Peter 3:1-2, 16) and godliness. Nothing encourages us more to separate ourselves from the world and from evil than the thought of the Lord's imminent return. Furthermore there is no better encouragement to preach the Gospel, because His coming will mark the end of His patience concerning salvation (v. 15). Let us make an effort to be found as Christ would wish us to be when He returns (v. 14; Phil. 1:10), having grown somewhat in grace and in the knowledge of Him (v. 18).
The apostle has fulfilled his service; now he is ready to "put off his tabernacle". In giving glory "now and forever" to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ he points us to that eternal day to which we by faith look forward.


November 20

1 John 1:1-10

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)3That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.4And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.5This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.6If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.


The Lord had said to the twelve, "And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning" (John 15:27). This is what the apostle John does here. His subject is eternal life which was first "heard", "seen" and "handled" in the Son and is now being passed on to those who, through faith, have received the right to be sons (or children) of God (John 1:12). We need to distinguish between the relationship and the enjoyment of that relationship, known as communion. The relationship belongs to all the children of the Father. Communion is only for those who walk in the light (v. 7). Vv. 6 — 2:2 explain how communion can be maintained, and re-established when it is broken. God has provided an inexhaustible means of dealing with all our sins: the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son. There is no sin too great for that precious blood to wipe out. It cleanses from all sin (v. 7) and from all unrighteousness (v. 9). Only one thing is required of us: full confession of all our sins to obtain a full pardon (v. 9; Ps. 32:5). My great debt has been paid by Someone else and God would not be just to my Substitute if He asked for it from me again.
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1 John 2:1-11

1My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.3And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.4He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.5But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.6He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.7Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.8Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.9He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.10He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.11But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.


On the subject of sin, these verses bring together several truths of the utmost importance: 
1. Throughout our lives we will have sin within us (1 John 1:8); this is the flesh or the old nature. 
2. Until we are converted it produces in us the only fruits we might expect: we have sinned (1 John 1:10). 
3. The blood of Christ cleanses us from all the acts we have committed (1 John 1:7). 
4. We are able to sin no more by the power of the life which has been given us (1 John 2:1). 
5. If we happen to sin — and sadly we know that happens all too often in our daily lives — the Lord Jesus comes in again. No longer as a Saviour whose blood was shed, but as an Advocate with the Father, He re-establishes communion.
Obedience (vv. 3-6) and brotherly love (vv. 7-11) are the two things which prove that we have divine life in us. Moreover brotherly love flows from obedience (John 13:34). However if we love the Lord we will never find His commandments grievous (1 John 5:3). In v. 6 God sets us an even higher standard. To walk as He walked means more than obeying orders. In John's Gospel we find what is true in Christ, and in his Epistle what is true in us (v. 8). The life is the same and it should be seen in the same way (1 John 4:57).


November 22

1 John 2:12-19

12I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.13I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.14I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.17And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.18Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.19They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.


Paul sees Christians as forming the Assembly of God. Peter sees them as constituting God's heavenly people and His flock. John sees them as members of God's family, united by the same life received from the Father. In a family, brothers and sisters are usually at different ages and stages of development – although the relationship and the share of the inheritance of the youngest are the same as those of the 20 year old son. It is the same in the family of God. We enter it by new birth (John 3:3); this is normally followed by spiritual growth. The little child who can just recognise his Father (cf. Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:15-17) passes through the stage of youth and its conflicts. At stake in these struggles is his heart: will it be for the Father or for the world? The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are the three keys which "the wicked one" uses to bring the world into every heart where he finds room.
Finally the young man becomes, or may become, a father, having a personal experience of Christ.
The apostle writes mostly to the little children. Because of their inexperience they are more exposed to "every wind of doctrine". Let us beware of remaining little children all our lives (Eph. 4:14).
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1 John 2:20-29

20But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.21I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.22Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.23Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.24Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.25And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.26These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.28And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.29If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.


"This is the promise that he hath promised us eternal life" (v. 25). John refers to that statement of the good Shepherd: "My sheep hear my voice . . . and I give unto them eternal life" (John 10:27-28). Reader, have you received eternal life? Are you a child of God? Another promise from the Lord is the gift of the Holy Spirit (John 16:13). That "unction from the Holy One" today rests not only on the "fathers" but also on the "little children" in Christ to lead them into all the truth. "I am the way, the truth, and the life," said the Lord Jesus, "no man cometh unto the Father but by me" (John 14:6). The apostle confirms here that whoever denies the Son does not have the Father (v. 23; read John 8:19). The Father cannot be known apart from the Lord Jesus (Matt. 11:27). That is why the Enemy makes so many attacks against the person of the Holy Son of God, especially casting doubt on His eternal existence and His divinity. May we know how to recognise the voice of the Liar (v. 22). That which is "from the beginning" is good until "the last time" (vv. 24, 18). With so many "new truths" around us, our safety depends on our keeping to what has been taught from the beginning (Gal. 1:8-9).


November 24

1 John 3:1-12

1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.3And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.4Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.5And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.6Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.7Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.8He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.9Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.10In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.11For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.12Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.


In a normal family love forms the bond between the members. Children receive it and learn it from their parents; then children return it to parents and express it amongst themselves. This is just a feeble picture of the love which the Father has given us in calling us His children! We are not expected to understand this love but rather to see it (v. 1) and, having seen it, to enjoy it.
Some believers may deduce from v. 9 that they do not have the life which God gives, because they still sin occasionally (see 1 John 5:18). May we fully understand that the real "I" of the Christian is the new man and that he can not sin.
The division of the human race into children of God and children of the devil is established absolutely in vv. 7-12 (cf. John 8:44). Today in many religious circles this difference is not recognised. It is agreed that some practise Christianity more than others. But those who claim to be saved whilst others will perish are accused of being arrogant and narrow-minded. However, this lack of understanding from the world, which can even lead to hatred, gives us the opportunity in a small way to be like the Lord Jesus down here (v. 1 end; John 16:1-3). Soon we will be made like Him in glory, for we shall see Him as He is (v. 2).
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1 John 3:13-24

13Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.14We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.15Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.16Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.17But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?18My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.19And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.20For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.21Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.22And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.23And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.24And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.


We should not be in the least bit surprised by the way the world hates the children of God (v. 13; cf. John 15:18 . . .). We should rather be wary of its smiles. The world has a false view of love: its motives are never pure; it is never totally unselfish. The only true love is God's love whose source is in Himself and not in the object of His love. We need just such a love because there is nothing worth loving in us. The cross is the place where we learn just how great is divine love (v. 16).
Vv. 19-22 emphasize the necessity of having a good conscience, of having a heart which does not condemn us. If we were to do only those things which pleased the Lord He would answer every one of our prayers without exception. Parents who are happy with their child's behaviour will freely grant him anything he asks of them (v. 22; cf. John 8:29; John 11:42). To dwell in Him is obedience; to have Him in us is the communion which stems from obedience (v. 24; 1 John 2:4-6; 1 John 4:16; John 14:20; John 15:5, 7). An open vessel, dipped into water, comes out both washed and filled. May our hearts likewise be washed and filled with the love of Christ!


November 26

1 John 4:1-10

1Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.2Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.4Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.5They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.6We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.7Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.8He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.9In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.10Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.


Truth has always had its "counterfeits". Just as every citizen must learn to recognise the currency of his country if he wishes to avoid trouble, so we should be able to recognise the origin of the different teachings which we meet. Each one of them needs to be tested (v. 1; 1 Thess. 5:21); the Word gives us the sure means of sorting out the "false coins" from the good. The good always bear the seal of Jesus Christ come in the flesh (v. 3).
As to His nature, this Epistle teaches us that God is light (1 John 1:5) and that He is love (vv. 8, 16). The unique source of all love is to be found in Him. If someone loves, it is the sign that he is born of God (v. 7). On the other hand, the person who does not love does not know God. To know what love is it is necessary to have a nature which loves (1 Thess. 4:9). Moreover that love with which God first loved us (vv. 10, 19) is the perfect answer for the need of His creatures. Man was dead: God sent His only Son so that we might live through Him (v. 9); man was guilty: God sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins (v. 10; 1 John 2:2); man was lost: the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world (v. 14; John 3:17).


November 27

1 John 4:11-21

11Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.12No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.13Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.14And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.15Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.16And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.17Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.18There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.19We love him, because he first loved us.20If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?21And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.


Divine love has been shown to men in two ways, each of the utmost importance: Christ laying down His life for us (1 John 3:16) and God sending His Son (1 John 4:10) both show this divine love to men. Now men are shown this love in a third way: the Lord's redeemed people loving one another. This is how God is — or should be — seen (v. 12) now that the Lord Jesus is no longer on earth (John 1:18). It is not possible to love God and not to love His children. When someone is very dear to us, everything which concerns them is also dear to us. Can it be said for example that a husband who does not love his in-laws really loves his wife? To "love in word" i.e. merely to say that we love, does not satisfy God (1 John 3:18). Throughout this epistle these expressions constantly occur: "if we say . . ." (1 John 1:6, 8, 10), "he that saith . . ." (1 John 2:4, 6, 9), "if a man say . . ." (v. 20). "We love him . . .", declares the apostle (v. 19). So let's show that we do!
We have found in these verses: 
1. love for us (v. 9), the salvation which has already been accomplished; 
2. love in us (vv. 12, 15, 16), poured out by the Spirit in our hearts; 
3. finally, love with us (v. 17 JND trans.), giving us assurance even when soon we will stand before God. 
This is what divine love does for us!


November 28

1 John 5:1-21

1Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.4For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?6This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.7For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.8And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.9If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.10He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.11And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.12He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.13These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.14And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:15And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.16If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.17All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.18We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.19And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.20And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.21Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.


John's Epistle, like his Gospel, testifies that we have eternal life simply through faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God (cf. v. 13 with John 20:31). If we do not believe after so many testimonies we make God a liar (v. 10). Now the child of God can rely on certainties. "We know . . ." the apostle repeats continuously (vv. 2, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20). Moreover, our faith not only brings us salvation but it overcomes the world in that, as to the future, it is linked to that which cannot perish (v. 4). What a joy it is to know also that God hears us and grants us whatever we ask according to His will (v. 14)! The Christian would not want to be given something which was contrary to God's will. But how can we know that will? It is through the understanding which the Son of God has given us (v. 20; Luke 24:45). "We are in him that is true" is in contrast with the whole world which "lieth in wickedness (or the evil one)". The evil one has no weapon in all his arsenal which can lead astray the new man which is in us. Instead he offers us plenty of idols to tempt our poor, natural hearts. Children of God, let us keep our affections solely for the Lord and keep away from idols (v. 21; 1 Cor. 10:14).


November 29

2 John 1-14

1The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;2For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.3Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.4I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.5And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.6And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.7For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.8Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.9Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.10If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:11For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.12Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.13The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.


Having revealed the characteristics of truth in his first epistle, the apostle goes on in two short letters to show us this truth in practice. In this instance he does not choose a father in the faith for an example (1 John 2:13), but a Christian lady with her children, some of whom were walking in the truth, much to his great joy. You young Christians should know that nothing pleases those who love you more than seeing you not only knowing, but walking in accordance with the teachings of the Word (v. 4; 3 John 4). The behaviour of the children provides the most obvious proof that a Christian home is governed by the truth. In an age when there is so much corruption, the home is the one remaining place where the child can grow up protected from the world's filth. But there comes a time when truth must be defended against the enemies outside (v. 10; Acts 20:30). True love makes it our responsibility not to let such people in. Would we tolerate a visitor who came to tell us lies about our mother or somebody dear to us? The Christian lady, the converted child are here urged not to talk things over with these people, but . . . to close the door on them. Truth is our greatest treasure. Let us not sell it cheaply (Prov. 23:23)!


November 30

3 John 1-14

1The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.2Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.3For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.4I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.5Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;6Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:7Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.8We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.9I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.10Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.11Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.12Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.13I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee:14But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.


The second epistle commanded that those who do not bring "the doctrine of Christ" should not be received. The third epistle urges believers to receive and help those who do teach it (cf. John 13:20). Caring for the Lord's servants is one way of being involved in Gospel work (v. 8).
Several people are introduced to us in this short letter. Gaius, to whom the letter was addressed, was a beloved friend whose soul was prospering; he was walking in the truth, he was acting faithfully and his love was well known amongst the people. There is also a good report about Demetrius who is mentioned later on (1 Tim. 3:7). By contrast, in the same assembly was a man called Diotrephes who loved to be the top man (1 Peter 5:3), said nasty things about the apostle, refused to receive the brethren and put others out of the assembly. John also mentions fellow evangelists who had gone forth "for his Name's sake" (v. 7; see Acts 5:41). The Name which is above all others is that of Jesus: He alone was their message and the warrant for their mission (Acts 8:35).
The apostle urges that we "follow not that which is evil, but that which is good" v. 11; 1 Thess. 5:15). We find examples of good and evil both in this epistle and also around us. Which do we follow? Above all else let us follow the Lord Jesus, in whom only good was ever found (Mark 7:37).



December 1

Jude 1-13

1Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:2Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.3Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.4For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.5I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.6And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.8Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.9Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.10But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.11Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.12These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;13Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.


A trumpet may be played purely for the enjoyment of those who listen to it. However there are times when, as an alarm, it sounds to rally soldiers. Jude would have liked to talk to his brethren on more edifying subjects. Sadly, faced with a growing evil which was already creeping in amongst the faithful, his task is to raise the alarm his words are confined to commanding them to fight for the truth at all cost. How many children of God have to be told the basics of Christian truth over and over again, when the Spirit would rather be telling them about greater blessings (Heb. 5:12). "Though ye once knew this . . (v. 5). Have we made progress since being converted or have we, on the contrary, gone backwards?
As in the second Epistle of Peter, Jude's Epistle uses solemn examples from the Old Testament to describe the moral apostasy of the last days. Two things characterise apostasy: departure from grace and despising of authority (2 Peter 2:10-11). That last tendency is already evident in families, in schools, in both social and working life. How can a child who is not subject to his parents accept the Lord's authority in later life?


December 2

Jude 14-25

14And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,15To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.16These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.17But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;18How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.19These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.20But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,21Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.22And of some have compassion, making a difference:23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.24Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,25To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.


You have to read the penultimate book in the Bible to learn what God had revealed at the time of the flood. Enoch's prophecy sees the Lord returning with His saints to judge the ungodly. All sinners will have to account for all they have done, for all the harsh words they have said, not forgetting their murmurings. These people are murmurers and complainers (1 Cor. 10:10). This just goes to show that ungodliness and satisfying our lusts does not make us happy! Let us make sure that we are not ungrateful or dissatisfied with what the Lord has given us. "But, beloved . . .!" Even in the most evil situations there is always a pathway for the faithful to follow: building himself up, praying, waiting on the Lord, showing concern for his brethren. The Holy Spirit, God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ are named together to assure us that, on the divine side, we have everything we need (vv. 20, 21). If we fall (v. 24), we have only ourselves to blame. Although we are "preserved in Jesus Christ" (v. 1; John 6:39) we must keep ourselves in the enjoyment of God's love (v. 21). May we even now experience that "exceeding joy" and render worship and praise to God our Saviour.


December 3

Revelation 1:1-11

1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:2Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.3Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.4John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;5And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,6And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.8I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.9I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.10I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,11Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.


Revelation is a difficult book. Yet there are many reasons for reading it! 
1. It is the "revelation of Jesus Christ", our dear Saviour. 
2. This revelation was given by Him to His servants. The Apostle John, exiled on the island of Patmos, was happy to be one of them. 
3. It speaks to us not about an uncertain and distant future, but of things which must happen "soon". 
4. Finally, let us not forget that serious reading of a portion of Scripture brings a blessing to our souls (v. 3) because it is the Word of God. We are not asked to understand it entirely, but to obey it (Luke 11:28).
As soon as the glories of the Lord Jesus are mentioned there is an immediate burst of worship: "To him who loves us, and has washed us . . ." (v. 5 JND trans.). Notice the tense of the verbs: He loves us; His love is ever present and never changes. But He has washed us: this work is completely finished and perfect. Note also the sequence of these verbs: it is because He loves us that Christ has washed us from our sins. We had to have our sins washed away in order to be made even now "kings and priests unto God and his Father" (Rev. 5:10; Rev. 20:6). What He has made of us is far greater than what He has done for us.


December 4

Revelation 1:12-20

12And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;13And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.14His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;15And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.17And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:18I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.19Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;20The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.


Is the Son of man who appears here with His attributes of holy and steadfast justice the same humble Jesus of the Gospels, our tender, loving Saviour? Previously John had leaned confidently on His breast (John 13:25). Here he falls down at His feet as dead. What a contrast!
So we must not forget this aspect of the glory of Christ. The Father has entrusted all judgment to the Son (John 5:22); later on He must use it against those who have not believed in Him (Rev. 19, 20). But at the present, while the Church is on the earth, He is concerned with the state of each of His assemblies (the seven golden candlesticks (lamps) which should shine in His absence). Yes, the Lord can forgive everyone. He died and rose again to give us forgiveness and life (v. 18). However He can not let anything pass. His eyes are like flames of fire (Rev. 2:18; Rev. 19:12); nothing escapes His notice.
V. 19 provides the overall plan of the book. 
1. "The things which thou hast seen": that solemn vision of the Lord in glory (Rev. 1:12 . . .). 
2. "The things which are": the present condition of the responsible Church (Rev. 2, 3). 
3. "The things which shall be hereafter": the prophetic events which will soon come to pass (Rev. 4-22).


December 5

Revelation 2:1-11

1Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;2I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:3And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.4Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.5Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.6But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.7He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.8And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;9I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.10Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.11He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.


These letters to the seven assemblies in Asia describe in as many pictures the history of responsible Christendom. The Lord introduces Himself to each of these churches, noting down precisely what He finds there . . . and what He does not find there; He exhorts and promises His reward to the overcomer.
At Ephesus everything seemed to be going well on the surface (vv. 2, 3). But the Lord looks on the heart (Jer. 2:2). Sadly He could no longer see a response to His own love there; He no longer held first place there! Now if a river is cut off from its source, people living near its mouth will not notice this immediately. The banks will remain green as long as the water flows; things will look the same for quite a while longer . . . O dear friends, let us examine ourselves! Are we motivated by our own desires or are we led by our love for Christ? To stop this decline the faithful Lord uses the strange remedy of trials. He allows the bride to come under the power of Satan.
After Ephesus (the lovable one) comes Smyrna (the bitter one). This was the time of the martyrs under the cruel Roman emperors (in the second and third centuries). The Christians of Smyrna had the opportunity then to prove their love for their Saviour by their faithfulness unto death in the arena, with its wild animals.


December 6

Revelation 2:12-29

12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;13I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.14But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.15So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.16Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.17He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.18And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;19I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.20Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.21And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.22Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.23And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.24But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.25But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.26And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:27And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.28And I will give him the morning star.29He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.


During the time of Smyrna, ten great persecutions in succession could not get the better of the Christian faith. On the contrary, as someone wrote, "the blood of the martyrs became the seed of the Church." So Satan switches to another tactic: Pergamos (v. 13). What violence could not achieve, favour from the authorities would achieve. In the year 312, in the reign of the emperor Constantine, Christianity was adopted as the state religion. Many may have seen this as a great triumph for the truth, but instead it favoured slackness, worldliness and the introduction of many false doctrines (vv. 14, 15).
At Thyatira, a church which goes on right to the end, the evil went one step further. These are the dark times of the Middle Ages, compared here with the evil reign of Ahab whose wife, Jezebel, encouraged him to do evil (1 Kings 21:25). The Church was tired of being a stranger down here. It wanted to rule. We know the political role which the papacy has always wanted to play. However, the dominion for which this Church at Thyatira strived so arrogantly has been promised to those whom it oppressed, tortured and burned at the stake . . . but who are the real overcomers. They will reign with the One who is coming as the Morning Star.


December 7

Revelation 3:1-13

1And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.2Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.3Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.4Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.5He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.6He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.7And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;8I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.9Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.10Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.11Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.12Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.13He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.


Centuries have passed. From the midst of Thyatira God raised up the Reformation, a powerful movement led by His Spirit. Then there is another decline. Spiritual death invades the Church in Sardis. The Church is ordered to remember and repent (v. 3; cf. Rev. 2:5, 16; Rev. 3:19). Who is the overcomer here? It is the one who has not defiled his garments. Have we experienced that kind of victory in remaining pure? The overcomer at Sardis will be clothed in white raiment. In contrast with the false pretension of the Church to have "a name that thou livest", his name will never be blotted out of the book of life.
Philadelphia (which means love of the brethren) is the daughter of the "revival" of the last century. The main characteristics are: 
1. a little strength! Yet the Lord keeps the door of the Gospel open for it. 
2. keeping His Word! He will keep His promise: "I come quickly." 
3. affection for His name! His new name will be their portion. 
His response to the scorn of the world for His people is to express His public approval of them: They "will know that I have loved thee."
We have a responsibility as heirs of the testimony of Philadelphia. May the Lord help us to show the characteristics of that church and not to lose our crowns! The Lord will experience more joy in giving the reward than will the overcomer in receiving it.


December 8

Revelation 3:14-22

14And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.20Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.21To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.22He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.


There is one final state which characterises Christendom. We can recognise these traits today: self-satisfaction, lukewarm indifference, religious claims to have everything and know everything (Deut. 8:17; Hosea 12:8). "I . . . have need of nothing". That is what Christians seem to be saying when they neglect to pray. Three essential things were missing with Laodicea – gold: true righteousness according to God; white raiment: the practical testimony which results from that righteousness; eye salve: the ability to see things, as given by the Holy Spirit. But it is not too late for him that has an ear to hear! The Lord gives – counsel: for each one to hurry and get what he lacks from Him (cf. Matt. 25:3); encouragement: it is those whom He loves whom Christ rebukes and disciplines; exhortation to be zealous and to repent; a priceless promise in v. 20. Those who have now received the Lord Jesus into their hearts, He will in His turn receive into heaven, on His throne (v. 21). Dear friends, that is the end of the history of the Church down here. But however great may be the declension, the Lord's presence can still be realised. It makes the heart burn with unspeakable joy, such as the two disciples felt that evening when the Lord Jesus came to stay with them (Luke 24:29).


December 9

Revelation 4:1-11

1After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.2And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.3And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.4And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.5And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.6And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.7And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.8And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.9And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.


The third part of the book, as indicated in 1:19, begins here. All the details in the vision are, of course, to be understood in a symbolic way. We will certainly not see any physical throne in heaven: that is simply the emblem of royal government. However the interpretation of these symbols is by no means left to our imagination: it is given to us in other passages elsewhere in the Bible.
In order to see these "things which must be hereafter" (after the Church has been taken away), the apostle is invited to ascend into heaven. The Christian should always consider events on earth from a heavenly view-point to see them in their true perspective, with Christ as the centre.
In accordance with the promise made to Philadelphia, the Lord's redeemed will be kept from the hour of trial. At the moment when this is about to begin for the world (Rev. 6) we see the redeemed already gathered together in the glory. They are represented by the twenty-four elders who fall down and cast their crowns before the throne. They worship God the Creator, but in ch. 5 they worship God the Redeemer.


December 10

Revelation 5:1-14

1And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?3And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.4And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.6And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.7And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.8And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.9And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;10And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.11And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;12Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.14And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.


One question keeps the universe in suspense: "Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?" In other words, who will carry out the judgment? One Person only can do it: the One who is without sin (cf. John 8:7) having, by His very perfection, defeated Satan and the world. Christ is that "Lion of the tribe of Judah," having already been marked out in Genesis 49:9. However, immediately afterwards, He is seen as a Lamb, "as it had been slain". In order to overcome the Enemy and to fill heaven with a multitude of happy and thankful creatures, the cross of the Lord Jesus was necessary. The hearts of all the saints are reminded of His sacrifice in the most touching way. In heaven, where everything speaks of power and majesty, the permanent reminder of the humiliation of our dear Saviour will provide the most poignant contrast. His humility, His gentleness, His subjection, His patience . . . all of those moral perfections which the Lord Jesus showed down here will be permanently visible, speaking to us eternally of the depths of His love.
Then, in response to the new song raised by the glorified saints, all the realms of creation will echo as one, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." (v. 12).


December 11

Revelation 6:1-17

1And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.2And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.3And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.4And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.5And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.7And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.8And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?11And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.12And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;13And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.14And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.15And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;16And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:17For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?


We are sometimes amazed by the severity of God's judgments. That is because we do not know how to ascend (by faith) into heaven. By listening to the praise of God's perfect holiness (Rev. 4:8), by seeing in the sacrificial Lamb both divine love and the hatred of that love by rebellious man, we would be able to understand just how right, deserved and necessary the judgment is. We would also learn that nothing happens by chance. God is in control of everything which happens on the earth. Not only are His ways of judgment described in advance in this symbolic book (Rev. 5:1), but each of them occurs at the precise moment which He has decreed, when the seal is broken by the Lamb. Four horsemen appear when the first four seals are opened. They represent territorial conquest, civil war, famine and fatal disasters respectively. These will happen one after another on the earth (cf. v. 8; Ezek. 14:21). When the fifth seal is broken, a company of martyrs appears, begging the Sovereign God to avenge them. The sixth seal is like a reply to their cry. It suggests a terrible revolution; all established authorities are overthrown.
How strange those words sound together: "the wrath of the Lamb" (v. 16; Ps. 2:12).


December 12

Revelation 7:1-17

1And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.2And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,3Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.4And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.5Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.6Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.7Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.8Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.9After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;10And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.11And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,12Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.13And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?14And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.17For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.


This chapter is a parenthesis between the sixth and seventh seals. Before proceeding further with His ways of judgment, God sets aside and seals those who belong to Him. The first group (vv. 4-8) is made up of Jews from the different tribes. They constitute the faithful remnant whose feelings are revealed to us in the Psalms. The second group is made up of a multitude from many nations who will have believed the Gospel of the Kingdom (v. 9 . . .). In showing us these faithful people now, it is as though God were saying to us: these punishments are not for them; I will protect them through the trial. In the same way, on the night of the Passover, the Israelites were set apart and protected from the judgment of the destroying angel by the blood of the lamb (Ex. 12:13). It is in that blood which these believers from "the great tribulation" will have washed themselves and made their robes white (v. 14). Their salvation is assured in the same way as our own: the precious blood of Christ. Then, the same Lamb who purifies them will feed them, protect them and quench their thirst in the living fountains of waters (Isa. 49:10). God Himself will wipe away their tears. What promises! They are given in advance to comfort them in the face of such unprecedented distress!


December 13

Revelation 8:1-13

1And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.2And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.3And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.4And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.5And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.6And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.7The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.8And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;9And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.10And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;11And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.12And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.13And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!


There is a brief pause when the seventh seal is opened. Whilst angels prepare to carry out the judgments, another angel (Christ in person) fulfils the duties of intercessor (v. 3). Because of what He Himself suffered, the Lord Jesus is in a position to sympathise with the believers under trial (Heb. 2:18; Heb. 4:15). In these last days He will intervene on behalf of the faithful of the great tribulation (those in Rev. 7). Then in their turn Christians, who will have already been gathered up in glory, having themselves experienced weariness and suffering on the earth, will take an even greater interest in the circumstances of the believers who are going through that terrible period. They too will be priests along with Christ, presenting to God golden vials full of odours which are the prayers of saints (Rev. 5:8).
Having been restrained by the intercession, each of the seven angels now sounds his fearful trumpet. The first gives the signal for sudden judgment on the powerful nations of the West (the trees) which also affects worldwide prosperity. The second corresponds with the breaking forth of a great wave of anarchy within the empire. The third and fourth bring about the downfall and apostasy of the authorities in office, plunging men into the deepest moral darkness.


December 14

Revelation 9:1-21

1And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.2And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.3And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.4And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.5And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.6And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.7And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.8And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.9And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.10And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.11And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.12One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.13And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,14Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.15And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.16And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.17And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.18By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.19For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.20And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:21Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.


Some commentators have put forward the most fanciful interpretations of these chapters, trying in particular to relate the prophecies to modern day events. Let us remember therefore that all of this third part of John's vision takes place in the future. It deals only with that interval of a few years which separates the coming of the Lord for His Church and the commencement of His millennial reign.
The 5th trumpet, or first woe, releases a swarm of hideous locusts from the bottomless pit, direct instruments of Satan, which inflict on the ungodly Jews a moral torment worse than death. At the same time the stings in their tails similar to those of scorpions (v. 10) or serpents (v. 19) represent deceitful and poisonous doctrines, treacherous weapons which Satan will use more than ever (cf. Isa. 9:15). At the sound of the 6th trumpet fantastic horses appear, breathing out fire, smoke and brimstone, leaving death in their wake. Their horsemen are wearing breast plates (vv. 9, 17), a picture of hardened consciences (1 Tim. 4:2).
Using a trumpet to announce these judgments indicates that they are warnings to men. Yet men's hearts are so hardened that even those unprecedented disasters will not lead them to repentance (vv. 20, 21).


December 15

Revelation 10:1-11; Revelation 11:1-3

1And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:2And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,3And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.4And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.5And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,6And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:7But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.8And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.9And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.10And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.11And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
1And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.2But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.3And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.


Ch. 10 and vv. 1-13 of ch. 11 come between the 6th and 7th trumpets, just as ch. 7 formed a parenthesis between the 6th and 7th seals. Once again Christ appears in the form of "another angel", here too accompanied by signs of grace. The cloud which surrounds Him and the pillars of fire on which He stands recall God's care for Israel in the wilderness (Ex. 13:21-22); the rainbow (cf. Rev. 4:3) speaks of God's covenant with the earth (Gen. 9:13). His promises are thereby indirectly recalled. Christ also has attributes of authority: His face is like the sun, and He demands His rights to possess the world. He has in His hand a little book which is open and which represents a short period of prophecy which has already been revealed in the Old Testament. It concerns the second "half week" of the great tribulation (Dan. 9:27), during which God again acknowledges the temple, the altar and "them that worship therein". A remarkable thing is that those 3.5 years are worked out in months (42) to speak of the oppression (Rev. 11:2), but also in days (1260) to measure the testimony of the faithful remnant. God has counted each one of those days and knows what it means in terms of courage and how much suffering it entails (Ps. 56:8).


December 16

Revelation 11:4-19

4These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.5And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.6These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.7And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.8And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.9And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.10And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.11And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.12And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.13And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.14The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.15And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.16And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,17Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.18And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.19And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.


The two witnesses represent the adequate and complete testimony presented by the godly remnant during the final tribulation. They appear with the characteristics of Elijah and Moses, both of whom had been witnesses for God in dark times during Israel's history. When Elijah prayed, heaven was shut for 3.5 years (v. 6; James 5:17; cf. v. 5 with 2 Kings 1:10, 12). Moses received power to change water into blood (life into death: Ex. 7:19) and to inflict upon the earth all kinds of plagues. These faithful witnesses will be killed in Jerusalem by the "Roman Beast", but consoled by the thought that their "Lord was crucified" (Luke 13:33-34) before them in that very place. Their martyrdom will be followed by a spectacular public resurrection, much to the dismay of their persecutors.
Finally the last woe is sounded. With it two things have come: the kingdom of the Lord (v. 15) and also His wrath (v. 18; Ps. 110:5). In Revelation 6:17 the terrified people believed that the wrath of the Lamb had come! However it has been held back until the moment when Christ takes over the government of the world. Then heaven bursts into shouts of triumph; the saints bow down and worship the One who was crucified (v. 8) but who now reigns for ever and ever (Luke 1:33).


December 17

Revelation 12:1-17

1And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:2And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.3And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.4And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.5And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.6And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.7And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,8And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.9And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.10And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.11And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.12Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.13And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.14And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.15And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.16And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.17And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.


This new section is introduced by Revelation 11:19. The ark of the testament (or covenant) appears there as a sign of grace preceding the judgments on Israel. That nation (seen here symbolically as a pregnant woman clothed with the sun) gave birth to the Messiah and consequently meets with furious opposition from Satan, the great red dragon. This hostility between the seed of the woman and "the old serpent" (v. 9), announced at the fall, has continued throughout the Bible (see Gen. 3:15; Ex. 1:22; 2 Kings 11:1; Matt. 2:16 . . .). The devil has tried in vain in his determined efforts to prevent God's promises from being carried out through the birth and the raising on high of the Lord Jesus. Christ and His heavenly saints – the child caught up to God – are now out of his reach. Furthermore, Satan will soon be thrown out of heaven onto the earth (read Luke 10:18; Rom. 16:20), where his ineffective rage will be directed against the remnant of Israel. The distinguishing feature of the remnant is that they keep God's commandments (end of v. 17). The secret of power and victory over the Evil One was the same for Christ as it is for us today. It is having the Word of God abiding in our hearts (Ps. 17:4; Matt. 4:4; 1 John 2:14).


December 18

Revelation 13:1-18

1And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.2And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.3And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.4And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?5And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.6And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.7And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.8And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.9If any man have an ear, let him hear.10He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.11And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.12And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.13And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,14And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.15And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.16And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:17And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.18Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.


Having been cast down onto the earth, the devil does not waste what little time he has. He uses two instruments, two "beasts", a term which implies that they have no relationship with God. The first (v. 1) corresponds with the revived Roman Empire. In it are united the features of the three previous empires: the swiftness of the leopard (Greece), the tenacity of the bear (Persia), the voracity of the lion (Babylon; see Dan. 7:4-6). In the wilderness, the Lord Jesus had refused the kingdoms of the world. Now Satan gives them to the Roman Emperor and thereby secures the worship of the whole world (v. 4; Luke 4:5-8).
The second beast is a counterfeit of the Lamb, whose language betrays it for what it really is, namely the Antichrist. It will exercise religious power, perform miracles and support the first beast. The vast crowds of men whom it will deceive will be branded like cattle with the mark of the Roman beast. They are called "them that dwelleth on the earth" (vv. 8, 14; Rev. 3:10; Rev. 6:10; Rev. 8:13; Rev. 11:10) because their interests and all their hopes are on the earth. How many people even today are like that! By contrast v. 6 mentions "them that dwell in heaven" (Phil. 3:19-20). Christians, let us make absolutely clear to others where our dwelling place is (Heb. 11:14).


December 19

Revelation 14:1-13

1And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.2And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:3And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.4These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.5And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.6And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,7Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.8And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.9And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,10The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:11And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.12Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.13And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.


Following on from a parenthesis which has shown us the trinity of evil – namely the dragon (ch. 12), the first and the second beast (ch. 13) – the seven visions in ch. 14 link up with the 7th trumpet which has not yet been fulfilled (Rev. 11:15). However, before intervening to deal with evil, God identifies and sets aside a new remnant of His people. These witnesses have stood up against the prevailing corruption. In contrast with the masses who bear the mark of the beast on their foreheads (Rev. 13:16) they have the name of the Lamb inscribed on theirs (v. 1). Are we in any way ashamed to bear our Saviour's name? Can everybody round about us see to whom we belong?
These believers are "they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth" (v. 4; cf. John 1:36-37). Having followed Him through shame and suffering, they will also be His companions in the kingdom. Some will be put to death for their faithfulness to the Lord (cf. Rev. 12:11). V. 13 will be a comfort to them. Far from losing their share in the kingdom, they are called blessed. Furthermore, their works follow them (notice that their works do not precede them; nobody will ever get to heaven through their works). Dear friends, our privileges as Christians are even greater. Do we want to be found less faithful than these witnesses of the last days?


December 20

Revelation 14:14-20; Revelation 15:1-8

14And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.15And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.16And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.17And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.18And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.19And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.20And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.
1And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.2And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.3And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.4Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.5And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened:6And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles.7And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever.8And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.


The Lord had formerly announced to His accusers: "Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven" (Rev. 1:7; Matt. 26:64; Matt. 24:30). Here He is, that Son of man, sitting on a white cloud. Once crowned with thorns, now He wears a crown of gold; instead of a reed, He holds a sharp sickle. The One who was judged by men has become the Judge of men. As such, He orders the great harvest of the earth, followed by the dreadful grape-gathering, both of which had been foretold so long ago (e.g. Joel 3:13; Matt. 13:30, 39).
One final wave of judgments (the vials) is about to begin in ch. 15. Yet again, the saints who will have to go through it, are first seen in safety (vv. 2-4). Then the seven angels responsible for carrying out the plagues leave the temple and receive seven vials full of God's wrath (cf. Jer. 25:15). Dear Christian friends, this world which is about to be judged, is the one which God loved so much that He gave His only Son for it. The angels of destruction have still not been charged with their terrible mission. We have a quite different mission to carry out while we wait: it is to proclaim divine grace to the world (2 Cor. 5:20).


December 21

Revelation 16:1-21

1And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.2And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.3And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea.4And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.5And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus.6For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.7And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.8And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.9And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.10And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,11And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.12And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.14For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.15Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.16And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.17And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.18And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.19And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.20And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.21And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.


The seven vials poured out on the earth are reminiscent of the plagues on Egypt: sores, water changed into blood, darkness, frogs, thunder, hail and fire (see Ex. 9:23). Instead of repentance, these great disasters provoke only blasphemy, see (vv. 9, 11, 21). However, a three-fold testimony is given to the Righteous God: by the band of victors (Rev. 15:3-4), by the angel of the waters (v. 5) and by the altar itself (v. 7 JND trans.).
The first four plagues strike the same areas respectively as the first four trumpets (Rev. 8:7-12). The 5th reaches the throne of the Beast. The 6th is in preparation for "the battle of that great day". Finally, as the last vial is poured out, the great voice from the throne resounds: "It is done". How different it is from the cry which announced for us the end of God's wrath against sin, after His Son had drunk, on the cross, the cup which we deserved: "It is finished" (John 19:30).
These terrible events are much nearer than we think. May we ever think of the world as a place about to be judged, conscious of the terrible wrath which it cannot escape. That will keep us from being indifferent either to the evil which is in the world, or to the divine judgment which awaits it.


December 22

Revelation 17:1-18

1And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:2With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.3So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.4And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:5And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.6And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.7And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.9And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.11And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.12And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.13These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.15And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.16And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.17For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.18And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.


The last vial contains the judgment of Babylon (Rev. 16:19), a subject which is presented in detail in ch. 17, 18. It concerns the apostate Church, professing Christendom, from which all true children of God will have been taken away when the Lord comes. Unfaithful to Christ, it has been corrupted by unholy alliances with the world and its idols. It has been said: "Corruption of the best is the worst form of corruption." This "whore" is sitting on the beast, drawing her strength from political power (v. 3). Although the Lord Jesus declared: "My kingdom is not of this world", she wanted to rule on earth (John 18:36). Finally and most important of all, she persecuted and put to death the true saints (v. 6).
The apostle was totally stunned by this spectacle. Is that what would really happen to the responsible Church? Sadly, her history over the centuries confirms the fact only too well, even before her final state described here. However, vv. 17, 18 show us how this "mother of . . . abominations" will perish. She will meet with the same fate which she made the "martyrs of Jesus" suffer. This latter expression indicates all the tenderness of the heart of God (v. 6; see also Rev. 2:13).


December 23

Revelation 18:1-13

1And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.2And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.3For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.4And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.5For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.6Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.7How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.8Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.9And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,10Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.11And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:12The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,13And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.


These visions are like a series of slides projecting the same pictures or events from different angles and in various lights. The collapse of Babylon is looked at here as having been brought about directly by "the Lord God" (vv. 8, 20). But before that, a commandment had gone out in v. 4: "Come out of her, my people" (compare the prophecy of Jeremiah against the Babylon of old: Jer. 51:7-8, 37, 45 . . .). That call can be heard even today: "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord . . ." (2 Cor. 6:17). Each one of the redeemed is invited to separate himself completely from the religious world with its mixed up principles as it is presented to us here in its final state (cf. Num. 16:26). Some people will wrongly accuse us of lacking in love, of being narrow-minded and of thinking we are superior to them. Nevertheless the essential thing is to obey the Lord.
Vv. 12, 13 draw up a long list of "all that is in the world", designed to satisfy man's many lusts (1 John 2:16-17). The list begins with what men consider the most valuable: gold, and the list ends with what is the least valuable in the eyes of this false Church . . . but so much more valuable to God: the souls of men.


December 24

Revelation 18:14-24

14And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.15The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,16And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!17For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,18And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!19And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.20Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.21And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.22And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee;23And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.24And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.


The moaning and groaning of the merchants (vv. 11, 15 . . .) recalls the complaints of Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen at Ephesus, as they feared they would lose the "no small gain" and the "wealth" which idol worship brought them (Acts 19). When it comes down to it, what difference is there between the great "Diana of the Ephesians" and "Babylon the great", between pagan idolatry and corrupt Christendom? Any religion that gives man all "the fruits that thy soul lusteth after" (v. 14), which delights the senses by putting the conscience to sleep (here music plays an important role: v. 22; Dan. 3:7), which favours business and is a good excuse for all kinds of merry-making, cannot fail to be successful. You only have to look at this time of the year to see the profane way in which many people celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus.
"In her was found the blood . . . of saints" (v. 24). In the city which Cain built, at the beginning of the Bible, there were many pleasant things . . . whilst the blood of Abel cried out (cf. Gen. 4:10, 17). Today the religious world rejoices whilst the true believer suffers and grieves (John 16:20). Tomorrow the sighs of "alas!" will resound down here, but the joy of heaven will be the answer (v. 20)! May God grant us to see by faith everything as He sees it!


December 25

Revelation 19:1-16

1And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:2For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.3And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.4And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.5And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.6And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.10And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.11And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.12His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.13And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.14And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.15And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.16And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.


Babylon's deceit, her pretence to be the Church, has been publicly confounded. Now the Lord presents His true Bride to the guests at the heavenly banquet. Heaven bursts forth with ecstatic praise: "Alleluia". What holy joy! Here is the marriage of the Lamb. The joy of the Bride answers to that of the Bridegroom! She is an object of grace; her adornment consists of the righteous acts of the saints which God allowed them to carry out for His glory. The "guests" will also be filled with joy, for "he that hath the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice" (John 3:29).
Let us not forget, as we wait for that day, that we have been "espoused to one husband" to be presented to Christ "as a chaste virgin" (2 Cor. 11:2). Let us keep our love fresh for Him.
Although to the Church He is the Well-Beloved, to the world He becomes the great Judge. Under the name which He adopted previously to show grace and truth, that of "the Word of God", He now comes forth to do "terrible things" (Ps. 45:4; see Isa. 59:18; Isa. 63:1-6).
Friend, when and how do you want to meet the Lord Jesus? Now as Saviour, or soon as Judge?


December 26

Revelation 19:17-21; Revelation 20:1-6

17And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;18That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.19And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.21And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.
1And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.2And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.5But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.6Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.


In contrast with the "marriage supper of the Lamb", here we see what is ironically called "the great supper of God" (end of v. 17 JND trans.; Ps. 2:4-5; Zeph. 1:7). The final confrontation between the armies of the Son of God and those of the Beast will result in the total annihilation of the latter. Without any other judgment, the beast and the false prophet will be cast alive into hell (cf. Num. 16:33; Ps. 55:15). Then God deals with their master, Satan. Ch. 12 showed him being cast out of heaven. Here a symbolic chain and key put the great murderer where he can do no harm. Finally v. 10 shows him, after the thousand years, rejoining his two accomplices in the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41). No wonder then that the devil fears the book of Revelation more than any other book in the Bible. To prevent people from reading it he convinces even believers that it is difficult to understand.
With Satan bound, there is no longer anything which is opposed to the glorious reign of the Lord. We have seen that this reign, contrary to what many people think, will not be brought about by a continual improvement of the world, but by judgments. Dear children of God, Christ wants to share His authority with us (Dan. 7:18). Let us not associate today with a world which we are going to judge tomorrow (1 Cor. 6:2).


December 27

Revelation 20:7-15

7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.


A thousand years of blessing have not changed the heart of man. Satan is set free and succeeds in raising one final, gigantic revolt amongst the nations to which God replies with a brief but overwhelming judgment. Now the darkest hour of all sounds: Hebrews 9:27 has come to pass – but so too has John 5:24.
All the dead appear before the great Judge. There were many differences between them during their lives on earth. Some were great, honoured by their own kind (Luke 16:19); others were small or even outcasts of society (Luke 23:39). Here they are all together with no difference between them, "for all have sinned . . (Rom. 3:23). To prove it, books are opened in which each one finds to his horror that all his deeds have been written down one by one (Ps. 28:4). Who can bear having even just one page of his deeds read out to him? The book of life is also open. However this is only to confirm that their names are not written in it. "Cast them into the outer darkness", is the sentence of the supreme Judge (Matt. 22:12-13). There they rejoin Satan, becoming his companions in misery for a torment which is without hope and without end . . .
Reader, will you be judged according to your works or according to the work of the Lord Jesus?


December 28

Revelation 21:1-8

1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.3And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.4And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.5And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.6And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.7He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.8But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.


The page has turned. The history of the first creation has ended. The eternity of glory is beginning, where God will be surrounded by blessed creatures who know Him and understand Him in the enjoyment of their own gladness, when time shall be no more. In that unutterable light of glory the saints will joy in their God for ever! The sea (a symbol of confusion and division of nations) will no longer exist. All the redeemed people will have reached their haven. In this new world, death will be abolished (1 Cor. 15:26, 54); there will be no more night, no more cursing (v. 25; Rev. 22:3, 5); no more sorrow, crying or pain, because God's dwelling place will be with man forever (v. 4). What about those who remain outside? Their fate will be the second death, darkness, tears of remorse, eternally distant from the presence of the holy God. In that place will be the unbelievers, those who have directly rejected salvation; but also the fearful, those who have not made a firm decision for Christ; finally the liars and the hypocrites, those who have pretended to be Christians. Friend, we ask you this question one last time: where will you spend eternity?


December 29

Revelation 21:9-27

9And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.10And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,11Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;12And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:13On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.14And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.15And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.16And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.17And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.18And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.19And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;20The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.25And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.26And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.27And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.


Having drawn back the veil on the eternal state (vv. 1-8), the Spirit goes back to the period of Christ's reign. He shows us a city which is no longer Rome or Babylon but the holy Jerusalem, "the bride, the Lamb's wife". All of this description is symbolic. Our present senses cannot perceive nor can our minds conceive what the new creation will be like (1 Cor. 13:12). How, for example, do you explain colour to a man who has been blind from birth? God therefore takes the most beautiful and rarest things on the earth: gold and precious stones, to give us some idea of what awaits us in heaven. The light and wall like jasper (vv. 11, 18) speak to us of Christ's glories being revealed in and through the Church (Rev. 4:3). The latter is lit by the brilliant light of the lamp: the glory of God seen in the Lamb (v. 23). The holy city, in turn, reflects that divine light for the benefit of earth during the millennium (v. 24). That is exactly what John 17:22 means: "the glory which thou gavest me I have given them . . . I in them, and thou in me . . . that the world may know . ."
How could "anything that defileth" enter the place where the Lord dwells? (v. 17; read 2 Cor. 7:1).


December 30

Revelation 22:1-9

1And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.2In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.3And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:4And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.5And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.6And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.7Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.8And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things.9Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.


Vv. 1-5 complete the vision of the holy City during the millennium. It is noticeable just how much alike are the first and the last pages of the Bible. Scripture begins and ends with a paradise, a river, a tree of life . . . But, as someone once wrote, the end is more beautiful than the beginning, the omega more grand than the alpha, the future paradise is not just the old one back again, it is "the paradise of God" (Rev. 2:7) with the eternal presence of the Lamb who died for us. Only sinners who have been saved by grace will have access to it, men such as the converted thief (Luke 23:43). And what will the inhabitants do? They will serve their Lord (v. 3; Rev. 7:15); they will reign with Him (end of v. 5; Dan. 7:27). But one thing will be more precious to them than all the kingdoms: "they shall see his face . . ." (v. 4; Ps. 17:15).
Normally a servant "knoweth not what his lord doeth" (John 15:15). The Lord Jesus, however, hides nothing of "the things which must shortly be done" (v. 6) from His servants, who have become His friends. Is it not strange therefore that we should take so little interest in these marvellous things which concern us (1 Cor. 2:9)? Above all, is it not sad that we do not take more interest in what the Father has prepared for the glory and the joy of His Son (John 14:28)?


December 31

Revelation 22:10-21

10And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.11He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.12And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.13I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.14Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.15For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.18For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:19And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.20He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.21The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.


For Daniel and the Jewish people the prophecy was sealed until that time in the future when it comes to pass (Dan. 12:9). For the Christian, it is no longer hidden (v. 10). He has been given the whole Bible to be understood and believed. The Lord has allowed us to go through the Bible together. May He help us to search the Scriptures more and more deeply (John 5:39). When He returns, may He find us amongst those who keep His Word and do not deny His Name (Rev. 3:8). He Himself reminds us once more of that sweet and incomparable name of Jesus, that name of His humanity: "I Jesus", I am "the bright and morning Star", the One who is coming (v. 16). We are not waiting for an event, but for a Person whom we know and love.
"Come!" is the desire awakened in us by the Spirit, to which His promise responds: "I come quickly" (vv. 7, 12, 20); then it is re-echoed by the Bride's love: "Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus".
We have been converted to serve Him: to invite those who are thirsty, whosoever will (v. 17) . . . and to wait for Him. However the Lord knows that, both to serve and to wait, we need all of His grace (v. 21). Grace is the perfect resource and is sufficient to keep us "till he come" (end of 1 Cor. 11:26).
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